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TO A 


Certain Gentleman. 


ECAUSE I know Yon do not 
love to ſee your Name in Print, 
imagining it is us'd in ſome im- 
pertinent Satire, though I was 
now writing the daintieſt Dedi- 

cation of any modern Author, yet I would 

chuſe to conceal it. 

Let me talk then juſt as it comes into my 
Head about You and to You this Way; let 
ne tell You of what I will, or how I will, 
You are under no Neceſſity ot taking it to 


Vourſelf: Nor when T boaſt of your Excet- 


lenc'es and Tranſactions, need You bluſh that 
J have perform'd them in fuch a Manner as 
to claim the complimental Homage ot my 
Pen: Or I may now give You all the Attri- 
butes that raiſe a cunning, intriguing Man to 
the higheit Offices and E e and not 
be cenſur'd as one of vour »-:; lng Aavo- 
cates, either by my own or your Enemies. --- 
I place my own firſt, not becauſe they are the 
greater Number, but as in the Ceremonial: 
of tiert the moſt inf sniticant Pertonages 
begin the Pomp, to introduce thoſe of more 
elevated Conſequence, I mention'd my Ene- 
mies firit, to introduce the Mention of yours. 


a 2 — Yours 
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---- Yours (and fuc> you have) for they are 
not fo well-bred as not to declare them- 
telves) have carried on long, though ſucceſs- 
lets, Attacks againſt You : And, Sr, give me 
Leave to compare my little Self to your great 
Honour, as there is no Hazard or viſible Ter- 
ror in an Attack upon my defencelets Station, 
my Cenſurers, like Yours, have been Perſons 
of an intrepid Sincerity : But I ſhut the Door 
againſt them. all, while I am thus privately 

talking to Yon, and have little to apprehend 
from either of them. 

Under this Shelter then, I may ſafely tell 
You that the greateſt Reaton I have had to 
publi fü this Vorl., has ariſen from the ſeveral 
Performances which I publiſh'd laſt Summer, 
and Which you had Goodneſs enough to pa- 
trouize: Ho far indeed your good Nature to 
a yormg Foliliciun, or 7017 Reluctance to put 
the Vanity of one of your mew Authors out 
of Countenance may have carricd you, I can- 
not be ture: And yet Appearances give me 
Fironger Hopes, Tor was not the Complai- 
farce of a w Cade Snmmer's Sullcrance, to im- 
ploy my Talents in your Service, as mack 43 
an Author of more Im portance ought to have 

expected ; — Why then was he deſir'd by 
vir. Vt to write ſecond Gazeteers © Or, 
why was J kept in the Service, to tell more 
of the tame Sturres 2 — If theſe Employ- 
ments have made me vain, ſhall I ſay, Sr, 
you are accountable for them? — No, Hr, I 
will rather fay that my own Forw udneſs, and 
| daſhing 
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daſhing through thick and thin, recommended 
me to the Notice of your Superviſor-General, 
tor Cageteering and Pamphleteering: Or ra- 
ther ſo far flatter myſelf, as to ſuppoſe it poſ- 
ſible, that You having been a Patron and 
5 over of Maſter I alſingbam and Dame O, 

barn (and one of thoſe good Judges, who 
know the Uſe and Value of ſuch Writers, un- 
der a right Regulation) might incline You to 
think my Labours and Lucubrations of more 
Conſequence than they may naturally be to 
others of different Senſe, who may have leſs 
Concern or Taſte for them. But be all this as 
it may, As for this Apology for my Life, I 
have written it not only to ſhew my own 
Parts, and illuſtrate my own Story, but I 
have decorated it, with ſeyeral Remarks, Poli- 
tical, as well as Theatrical, and explain d the 
Meaning of ſome of my Writings, which were 
dedicated to your Service. Now, Sr, as my 
apologetical Brat is born, rather than ſee it 
farve on bare Pariſh-Proviſ on, I chuſe clan- 
deſtinely to drop it at your Door, that it may 
exercite one of your many Virtues, your Cha- 
rity, in ſupporting a very dull Dogot an Au- 
thor. 

Now, Sir, were the World to know into 
what Right Honourable Hands I have thrown 
the following Hiſtory, their Regard to its Pa- 
tron might incline them to treat it as one of his 
own Family. They might ſay ſuch. Things of 
it, as may be improper for me to mention. -— 
Fo: this Reaſon I conceal your Name, as that 

muit 
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muſt neceſſi ny lead me to deſcant on a Subject 
which might be ungratefal to your Ears; for 
Lam at characteriting Friend or Foe, a very 
Devil at my Pen. — In conſciouſneſs there- 
fore of what IT az, I chute not to ſay what 
You e. I leave that for other Hiſtori- 
ans, and "2 Poſterity to relate. — However, 
as vour Equals in Rank have done public 
Juſtice to your Character, the Conccalment of 
our Name may be an unneceſſary Diffidence. 
Bir am I, Sir, of Contequence enough, in any 
Guile, to do Honour to Sir —? Were J 
to tet Y ou, Sir, in the moſt true Lights that 
vour Actions 0 ſeſerve, or your own Likeneſs 
requires, vet my 5 Mite would be loſt 
in that general Character and Regard which 
People of the frſt Conſequence, even tome cf 
2!l Parties, even ſome of your 927n Depentants, 
have a Pleainre of fpeaking of in Private. En- 
comiums to Pertons in your high Station, arc 
liable to the Sufpicion of [lxitery, and can 
add little Luſtre to what beſore was viſible to 
the Publick. You are cloy'd, without Doubr, 
by tich Offerings: Von have them almoſt 
daily Ofecr'd up to Yon in publick and in pri- 
rate; at vour Levees at the [--—--y; at the 
ir acne Ram, and Lobby of the Senate- 
Fivule ; befides the zealous Fjaculations which 
arc ofer'd for your Service in an inimitabic Pa- 
Fer winch is uiftributed thronghont the King— 
dom gratis. . But theſe Offcrings, like 
agu 8 EVaporate on the Altar, ard 
lather gratify the Tric, than the Deity. 


But 
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But You, Sir, are approach'd frequently and 
off. in Terms of Common Senſe ; The honeſt O. 
blation of Hearts which: have juſt Senſe enough 
to mix Reaſon with Accuſation. How recall 
true, or whether the Zeal of ſuch Devotees of 
Common Senſe are falſe, I ſhall not here exa- 
mine: But, Sir, was I admitted, with all my 
laughing Spirits about me, to be my idle Sell, 
and to write what I could write on that Sub- 
ject, I ſhould ſurely be diftinguifh'd by You 
irom a Parcel of aull Set of egner, whom 
your good Nature and Charity induce You to 
believe are //77s. This Nakedneſs of Temper 
the World may place in what Rank of Vanity 
they pleaie; but till Wiſdom ſhall point 
out a Way to make me more heartily happy 
than your Fayours, I am content to be gaz'd 
at as your Creature, as I am, without leſſening 
my Reſpect for You, and laugh at thoſe whole 
Intellects may be more ſoberly cover'd. 

Yet, Sir, I will not deceive You; it is not 
the Luſtre of the Power You poſſets, the im- 
menſeneſs of your Fortune, your Figure in Life, 
and the juſt Reward' tor your Services, which 
you had rather deſerve than be told of, that 
have made my plain honeſt Heart hang after 
Lou; theſe are but incidental Ornaments that 
may be of Service to You ; but my particular 
Efteem has riſen from a mere natural and more 
engaging Charm — The agreeable Rewards 
which You confer on your Creatures. — Nor 
is my Vanity ſo much gratify'd in the Flonowur, 
as my Convenience in the Delight of ſuch pe- 

cuniary 
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cunary Felicities. To ſee You lay aſide your 
Superiority, and confer with a mean Author, 
give him [aſtruttions, and Gold, * "tis then 1 
tajie 701! then Life runs high! I deſire! 1 
poſſeſs Tou ! 

et, Sir, it muſt be a farther Snare of Plea- 
{ure to look on You with the puhlick Eye, and 
view your Iutregrity. — This, Sir, is a Theme 


S mihi ſiut centum Lingug, ſiut oraq; centum- 


Had I an hundred Tongues this Theme to raiſe, 

Had I an hundred Mouths, - - tz mouth thy Praiſe, 

T hoſe Tongues, theſe Mouths, that Praiſe cou never tell 
Flow You can All, and een Yourſelf excell ; p 
None but YouRSELF can be your Parallel. 


When I conſider You in this View, and in 
the Height of Power, I could rejoice mightily 
for You and Myſelf, to ſee Tow in this particu- 
lar Light of Glory, and Myſelf admitted to re- 
flect the Beams of it throughout Great &ritdin, 
It this Apology for my Life diſcourages You 
not to prevent my Deſign, I have ſome 
Thought of writing an Apology for Tours : I 
think myſelf equal to the Subject, and ſhould 
be proud if You would, by this Exercitation 
of my Genius, ſuffer me to approve myſelf, 


SIX, 
Juby 1. Tour moſt obedient, 
74% moſt oblig'd, and 
moſt humble Servant, 
1 


id. C. Cibber's Dedication. 
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For the LIFE of 
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The Introduction. — Renſon for writing an Aj" 
logy. — The Author's Birth and Family, — A 579- 
nfing Genius. — Sent to Wincheſter School. — 


An Occurrence there. — A Digreſſion on Lanig 
and Ambition. — Of Syſtems of Philoſophy, &<c. 


£5 2X8BRE If all the Folbles incident to hu- 

= man Nature, none take a ſtronger Pot- 
ſeſſion of the Soul of Man than Anbi- 
tion. There are, indeed, N Ways 
and Arts to gratify this lofty Pathon, 
which though it may divide itſelf into 
different Channels, yet from the fame 
Source various Streams take their Rile.----My Readers 
may be ſurpriſed at my ſetting out with fo philoſophical 
An 12 but it is a very proper Introduction to 
71e following Apolog y, as it was from an innate Thirſt 


ov: Ambition that I undertook to publiſh theſe Jcmorrs 
— B » 


* 
— „ 


: 
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of my own Life: Some wy ſmart Gentlemen may 
call it Vaniry: With all my Heart; and to deal ingenu- 
ouſly with them, I trankly confeſs it was that Species of 
Ambition which by hereditary Happinels deſcends to me, 
call'd Vanity A Vanity! for what? cries a more grave 
Annotator : To ſhew there are two Coxcombs in à Fa- 
mily? --- Muſt there be two Apologies for the Lives ot 
two Fellows no one car'd a Haltpenny for? ---- Why, 
perhaps merely to ſignalize mylelt, or perhaps to imitue 
the laudable Steps of my worthy Parent, or perhaps to 
defend my Conduct from ſome publick Reproaches ; l 
have thought proper to make an Apology for my Lite; 
and ſurely among the Majority of the World this At- 
tempt will ſtand uncenſur'd, as they will be ready enough 
to allow the Life of no Man ſtood more in Need of an 
A ology than mine. And to ſhew my Readers what a 
candid impartial Perſon lam, I will, in this Diſquiſition 
vi myleit, bring my own Heart to the Bar, and try it 
without Favour or Affection: I ſhall contequently betray 
much Folly, and talk much of myſelf, but I have ver 

great Examples to authorize ſuch a Liberty. Old AV. 
ontaigu it ſeenis in his Eſſays tattled more about his 
own queer Body and Mind, his Cat, and an old Woman, 
than all the World beſide; fo much had he ſet his Heart 
upon himſelf. The ingenious and modeſt Mr. Coliey 
Cibber has outdone Aonrargn, and not only talk'd a 
great deal of /:1njel/, but has ſet ſo great a Value on 
himſelf, that after being ſo long known, he will not let 
an one know what he really is, under a lets Conſidera- 
tion than a Gruizea *. But in theſe Memoirs of my 
humble Self, 1 ſhall, at a cheaper Rate, take the Liberty 
to illuſtrate my Way of Thinking, Writing, and Acting, 
both as to my theatrical and private Lite, by the Apolo- 
oy which he has made for his own ; nor can I think the 
Fublick will be dilpleas'd to fee what Kind of a Parallel 
will be drawn between a Father and Son, who have 


on many Occaſions ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed them- 
lelves. 


Nam vitiis nemo ſine naſcitur, optimus ille 
Qui mini mis urgetur. 


" Since this was wrote, the Apology is fold for 5 7. 


SY 


I ſhall therefore conclude this Introduction to my 
Story in his Words; Upon an honeft Examination of 
my Heart, I am afraid the ſame Vanity which makes 
even homely People employ Painters to preſerve a 
* flattering Record of their Perſons, has ſeduced me to 
print off this Chiaro Oſcuro of my Mind.”----Bur as 
he hopes immediate ly after, that no one will expect a 
Man of his hafty Head ſhould confine himſelf to any re- 

ular Method, Fa in equal Hope that no Meth , or 

'onnexion, or Regularity will be expected from mine: 
I ſhall alſv make Digreſſions in my Memoirs, when J 
think they begin to grow too Heavy tor the Readers Di- 

eftion *: for Digreſſions it ſeems are in this Kind of 
22 what Eggs are in a Pudding, they lighten the 
Compoſition, and render it more palatable and digeſtive, 
This is my Apology, and the beſt Apology I can make 
for becoming my own ZBiograpber. 

come to that cuſtomaiy and important Point in all 
Hiſtories of Great Men, their Birih, Parentage, and 
Education. So great a Curioſity is there in Mankind to 
be informed of theſe Particulars, that almoſt every re- 
volving Moon. produces iUuſtrious Memoirs of Heroes 
and Heroines, whom dire Deſtiny has allotted to a fatal 
End. As theſe Records are to preſerve their Memories 
from more than Letbæan Oblivion, every minute Cir- 
cumſtance of their entering into the firſt & of Life 
are related; the Name of the Parents, their 7-ade, and 
Calling, and whether they ſent them to & Hο, and had 
them inſtructed in Reading and Writing, are told with 
great Fidelity. Theſe Things, on mature Deliberation, 
may ſeem very trifling, and of no Signification to the 
World, whether they were known or not. — Very true, 
--- But yet there is ſuch an Avidity in human Nature for 
rrifling, that theſe Tyburuian Memoirs are read by the 
Great Vulgar, and the Small, with no little DeleCta- 
tion. Was there no other Excuſe than this Humour of 
Mankind, I know not how I could let my Hirth be pals'd 
over in Silence; but the Excule my * has made be- 
fore me muſt ſtand for mine, which is what my Rrother 
Bayes makes Prince Prerryman ſay in the Rehenyſl, 


——— 
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Viz. I only do it for fear T ſhould be thought Novedy's 
Son at all.— Though I cannot think I uſe this 7 bearri- 
cal Wit with a Force equal to that which he quoted it; 
for the publick having long known my Father, they kave 
unanimoully paid him a Compliment which all Fathers 
have not paid them, vis. I har Tam my Fathe:”s oxen 
Sn. But whoſe , Sor | was, guels from the follow- 
ing Extract, from the Apolugiſt I imuate.----His Paragraph 
of Lineoge runs thus: | 

I was born in London, on the 6th of November 16-1, 
in Su hampten ret, tacing Southampton Heufe. My 
fFather Caius Gabriel Cibber, was a Native of Holſtei n, 
* who came into England ſometime before the Reſto- 
ration of King Charles the Second, to follow his Pro- 
tfeſſion u hich was that of a Statuary, c. The 24 5 
Reli evo in the Pedeſtal of the great Column in the Citr, 
* andthe tuo Figures of the Lunaticks, the Raving and 
* the Aſclaucſolx, over the Gates of Bethlehem Heſpiral 
* are no ill Monuments of his Fame as an Artiſt. My 
Mother was the Daughter of Milliam Glliy, Elq; of 
Da very ancient Family of —_— in Rutl:ndfpire, 
« where ſhe was born. My Mother's Brother derard 
* Colley, Elq; (who gave my Chriſtian Name) being the 
« aft Heir-male of it, the Family is now extinct. l 
+ ſhall only add, that in NMyight's Hiſtory of Rutland- 
Hire, publiſh'd 1684, the Colleys are recorded as & e- 
* riffs and Alemnbers ot Parliament trom the Reign of 
Henry VII. to the latter End of Carles I, in whoſe 
Cauſe chiefly Sir Aut ony Colley, my Mother's Grand- 
father ſunk his Eſtate from three thouſand to about 
three Hundred Pounds per A4:num. 

Although I am very far from laying any Streſs on the 
Pomp of Heraldry, and a long Scroll of Family Deſtenes, 
for well I know, my Pedigree, though traced, (as I doubt 
not but it might be) to Milliam the Conqueror, will 
confer no intrinſic Value on me; for conſcious I am, that 
any Regard to my Being, mutt be beam'd only by the 
Rays of Virtue; yet, in ſimple Zruth, I muſt confeſs, 
that I think I owe ſomething to having good Blood iu my 
eins. For a Latin Poet juitly fays ; 

Oni viret in foliis venit a Radicilus humor, 

Et Patrum in natos abeunt cum femine mores. 

| Which 
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Which I thus venture to tranſlate, 


The Leaves their Verdure from the Roots receive, 
And Seuls rheir Children have the Parents give. 


Every one who has read Horace knows, 
Fortes creantur Fortibus, &Cc. 
Hill {rom the Valiant are the Valiant ſpruns.--- 


I need make no Application; but if Yeliant, why 
not Itty ? 

Theſe Scraps of Latin may ſeem very unneceſſary 
for /ome ; they might ſtill ſeem more unneceſſary, had 
not I tranſlated them, for o:4er;. However, I cannot 
think them in the leaſt Hagatelle: They introduce very 
properly, the next Thing I was to mention, which was 
my Education : Nay, when l have given ſuch a Proof of 
it, as to quote Latin and tranſlate it, I think no farther 
need be given: Bur however, as in my Apolozy | would 
be like another Apologi/t, 


Longo ſed PRoxIMvVs Iutervallo.— 


I ſhall follow his Manner. 

About the Year 1516, or 1717, I was fent by my Fa- 
ther to I/incheſter Schook, in order to be elected into 
IWinchefter College ; for it ſeems, by my Father's Mo- 
ther's Side, I was deſcended from Villlam of Wickham 
the Founder. - In what Branch, I am ingenuous e 
nough ro fay I know not, yet from my Soul I con- 
temn that vile Inſinuation which a certain Counſellor, at 
2 certain Trial, made, that it was by fome collaterot 
Branch, as William of Miel) am was a Churchman at a 
Time when Matrimony was not allow'd of. - - - The 
Inference is evident. - - But | will be bold to ſay, that 
glittering, glaring, gliſtering - - - Wi;wou'd Flaſh, is as 
unjuſt as unmanneriy. - - - It equally affects all thoſe 
educated in Winchefte; College (as well as he - - - who 
was intended to be educated there ;) as Deſcendants 
from the Founder. Hut to return. In this School 
I recety'd the firſt and laſt Rudiments of Learning, a5 
my Father did his at Grantham in Lincolnſhire ; but it 
he has more Learning than me, it is to be obſerver), 

"8 4 te 
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he went from the loweſt Form to the higheſt, and I did 
not proceed above half the Way : Yet this Analogy ap- 
pears between us.- - He fays, * © Even there i re- 
* member I was the ſame inconſiſtent Creature I have 
been ever fince, always in full Spirits, in ſome ſmall 
* Capacity to do Right, but in a more frequent Alacrity 
* to 40 Wrong.“ - -Juſt ſuch a Creature was, have been, 
and am am I, - - He gives us as the firſt remarkable 
Error of his Life, f jeſting, and jeering, and joking on 
4 School-tellow. I have alſo been thraſh'd unpi py tor 
the ſame Thing; but ſuch Circumſtances, even tho' my 
Farher's Pen was to relate them, may be thought damn'd 
ridiculous. Be. it enough that I was always eager of 
Fame and Glorv, and making an Ecclariſement about 
the Town: I lov'd to make an Appearance, and re- 
member in ſome extraordinary Adventure, the taking 
another Boy's Jac'd Hat to wear, occaſioned me much 
Poſterior Anxiety. But Vive Hedie was my Motto. - - - 
Some immediate Satisfaction of my Paſſions, which 
were always varying, ſometimes to Dreſs, ſometimes to 
Fating or Drinking, Cc. was my Deſire from an In- 
fant 5 and I am afreid ſome charitable Folk may ſay, I 
retain too much of the ſame Temper now b am a 
Man - - 

I very well remember, when I was a Child, I took 
an ambitious Liking to a /carler Cloak with Gold Trim- 
ings, and wept moſt reſolutely for the fame, which 
was the only Means I could think of for coming at my 
Fnds ; but my Mother counterplotted me, and brib'd 
away my Pride with a crooked Sixpence : And indeed 
in thoſe Days I would have drop'd my moſt 328 
Aims for a Lump of gilded Ginger-bread, or a Cuſtard. 
Sometimes a Goosberry-Tart would cure a furious Fit 
of Ambition.- - -OQnce, I remember, when I had thrown 
myſelf on the Ground with a Reſolution to die, be- 
cauſe my Father would not give me a Horſe to ride, 
and marage as I thought proper, being then full five 
Years old; but my Mother cur'd this Ambition by 
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ſhewing me a Pair of yew cite Gloves, and a Handful 
of Cherries. 

I cannot paſs by without throwing out ſome farther 
Reflections on thele boyiſh Tricks, * whether flat or 
« ſpirited, new or common, falſe or true, right or 
„Wrong, they will be ſtill my own, and conſequently 
like me; [| therefore go on to ſhew as well the Weak- 
* neſs as the Strength of my Underſtanding.“ 

By a Digreſſion, therefore, to make this Tittle Tattle 
fit Ig on a Reader's Digeſtion, | draw a Moral from 
it. - - Ambition, or Vanity, when uppermoſt, is bad 
tor either Man or Child; and as it makes Children 
naughty, 1t makes Men Children. 

1 * often thought my childiſh Ambition for a Hcar- 
let Cloak, of the fame . as we often meet with in 
higher Life : It is the fame Principle which ſwells the 
Hearts of the Great, as puff'd up mine, and if a due 
Regard to Nature be vblerved, it will be allow'd to. 
For Inſtance, If a Man of the firſt Quality, as the Duke 
of -I I hadalmoſt nam'd his Tule - - But, I tay, fup- 

oſe a Man of the firſt Quality, who had liv'd to about 
E thirtieth Lear, deſpiting to be diſtinguiſh'd by any 
publick Gewgaw, oppoſing a Miniſter, from a Suppoſi- 
tion of his being an evil one, ſhould all of a iden 
run bowing to that Miniſter's Levee, deſert his Party, 
break with his Relations, and turn as great a Slave as 
any he defpis'd - Would not any one think there muſt 
be ſome great Power of Reaſon to cauſe fo ſurprifing a 
Change? But what it it ſhould be Ambition? Would 
they not think ſomething very auguſt was the Object of 
his Soul ? But if, after all, it was only a Red Coar, 
would not his Caprice of Ambition prove as ridiculous 
as mine for a Red Cloak ? I could illuſtrate my o- 
ther childiſh Apperites by more Examples, were I not 
afraid the Partiality might g14e Offence to my Court- 
Friends; for however like my Paſſions and ſome great 
Mens may, in fact, be, it is not my Intereſt nor Duty to 
make the Compariſons - - - Ex Pede Herculem. = 
However, I may obſerve that the Variety of my De- 
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fires iu my Childhood (for there was a Time en 1 
2w4a5 A Child) are ſuch as are to be obſerv'd daily among 
Mankind : I have known a young Gentleman of Fortune 
ſet out with all the hey-day Expences of the Mode; 
yet when he found bimlelf over-weigh'd with Appetite, 
ſe grew reſtleſs, kick'd up in the Middle of the Courſi, 
end turn'd his Back upon his Frolicks: I have allo 
known a very witty young Fellow become a very grave 
Man, and yet, when be av, in Company, and 15 ca11'd 
to it, routd ſtill make m_ the Frovuie of it. 

It I were capable of Envy, this laſt Gentleman': 
Character would incline me to it; for to be wile, and at 
the ſame Time merry, is a State of Happineſs in Per 
fection. * Whenl ſpeak of Happineſs, [ go no higher 
© than that which is contain'd in the World we now 
* tread upon; and when I ſpeak of being merry, I don't 
« fimply mean what every Oat is capable of, but that 
© Kind of Mirth which not is more limited than recom- 


** mended by that indulgent Philoſophy, 
« Cum Ratione in{amre.” 


Theſe Sentiments of my Philoſophy I have exprefs'd 
in the Words of that gre Author whom I imitate, and 
of whole Sect I confeſs myſelf a Diſciple: And I will 
here obſerve to the Reader, that through the whole 
Courſe of theſe 7hapſodical Memoirs, I ſhall quote from 
that incomparable Abologiſt whatever may equally al- 
lude to /e; not only as my mean Stile cannot reach 
his Daintineſs of Expreſſion, but as this Method will 
the better ſhew what an Analogy there is between us. 
- - - The Readers who are candid will lay, 


uscta poſiti magis luceſcunt. 


But a5 to my Philoſophy; for this is making a Di- 
oven ins Digreſſion. - - I remember a merry, laugh- 
ſag, witty, complaiſant Fellow, who was always the 
molt oblequiuus humble Servant of ſome Man of For- 
1.ne brother, compar'd himſelf once to a Philoſopher, 
ind the Founder of a new Sect: It was honeſt G42 
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in one of Terence's Plays, who faid all the Followers of 
his Syſtem ſhould be call'd Gnarzhonics, - - I know not 
but from my Father's Apology ſome new Philoſophers 
may ariſe, and Poſterity not give a proper Title to their 
Sect, therefore I here mention that all who are of our 
Opinion may diſtinguiſh themſelves 1 Name of 
CIBBERIANI --- To be a reaſonable Madman is what 
I always would be, tho' I have too often been ſaid, in- 
[anire fine Ratione. - - Some may ſay that I had better 
not be mad at all : - - But as my Father charmingly ſays, 
this a Time of Day for me to leave off my 
Fooleries, and ſet up for a new Character? Can it be 
worth my while to waſte my Spirits, to bake my Blood 
with ſerious Contemplatious, and perhaps impair my 
Health in the fruitleſs Study of advancing myſelf into 
che better Opinion of thoſe very --- very few wiſe Men, 
cho may think different from me. No; the Part 1 
have ated in real Life ſball be all of a Piece. 


= = - - - - Servetur ad imum 
Qualis ab incepto proceflerit - - - - 


Ian no more put off my Follies than my Skin: I have 
yd, but they ſtick tos cloſe ro me; and when I have 
ſeen others, whoſe Rank and Fortune have laid a ſort 
of Reſtraint upon their Liberty - - I have ſoftly ſaid 
ro myſelf, - - Mell, there is ſome Alvantage in having 
neither Rank nor Fortun Give me the Foy I ab 
*vays rock in the End of an old Song : 


My Mind, my Mind is a Kingdom to me. 


Let the World call me any Foo! but an unchearful 
one! Tlive as Twerite; while my Way amuſes ME, it 
is as well as I æriſb it. The Man whoſe becalmn' 
Paſſions know xo Motion ſeems to be in the quiet Sate 
of a green Tree; he vegetates tis true, but ſhall we 
fay he lives? RE: EN 

O expreſſive Deſcription ! This is the rarione inſ7- 
nire in the very Stile; incomprehenſibly ſublime. - - - 
O dainty Simile A Tree, when it is green, and — 4 
tates, and flouriſhes, cannot be ſaid, in our Philoſophy, 
to live. Reader take heed ! for I have a ſtrong Im- 
pulſe ta talk impertinently, and ſhew myſelf in all my 

Lights. 


E 
Lights. - - Here I could draw an imaginary Monarch, 
and dreſs him in all the ery of Greatneſs, with all 
the cumberſome Robes M Majeſty, with all the Devaſ- 
tation of Ambition in his Thoughts, till my Imagina- 
tion was heated and fatigu'd in fing up a Phantome 
of Felicity; - and what then ? - - - Why prove he was 
not half ſo bappy a Fellow as myfelf. | 
Let them be Converts to the Cibberi an Sect who will; 
our Founder does not impoſe theſe Laws, but follows 
them Þimſelf, and is followed by myſelf. - - If we are 
miſouided, it is Nature's Fault; We follow her, and 
reaſon good. - Nature has diſtinguiſh'd us from the 
Brute-Creation by our Riſibility: 


Homo animal Riſibile eſt. 


Her Deſign was, by our Os Sublime (our erected Faces) 
to. Lift up the Dignity of our Form, 


God gave to Man an upright Face that be 
Might view the Sars 
[Corner of an Almanack 


From this Syſtem, we may juſtly ſtile ourſelves natural 
Philoſophers. 

But nevertheleſs, without divine Aſſiſtance, be we 
never ſo wiſe or fooliſh, we cannot reach this merry 
Felicity: So that all my Parade and Grimace of Phi- 
loſophy, has been only making a Merit of following 
my own Inclination - - - A very natural FVanty ! - - - - 
But this Vanity does not impoſe on me - Vanity again! 
However think it, Reader, Vanity or not Vanity, 
or This, or that, or Forher that has drawn me into this 
-opices Digreſſion, it is now high Time to drop it - - 
Atter playing the Philoſopher in this Manner, I ſhall 
now return to School again. - - A Place where ſome of 
my Wirwou'd Enemies may " would be very proper 
for me; but as I have foreſtall'd their Jeſt, none = 
ze dulleſt Rogues wall pretend to make it. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. II. 


He that writes of himſelf not eaſily tir d. Boys may 


give Men Leſſons. Wrongly ſatiriz'd. 
On Satire. — Wrote generally for Bread. 
His Thoughts and Behaviour when ſaliriz'd, &c. 


S my Pen is running over the Paper to form 
this Sentence, I am ſmiling, $ir Reader, 
to think what an odly contented Coxcomb l 

J to ſet myſelf down to write this 4polog 
for my Life: But you know nothing gives a Coxcom 
ſo much Pleaſure as to talk of himſelf, which ſweet 

Liberty I am now enjoying - - - This Pleaſure none bur 
Authors as vain as myſelf can conceive. - But to my 
Story. | 

—— little worth Notice the Actions of a S:ho0l- 
boy may ſeem, yet as they act on the ſame Motives as 

Men, their Conſequences are worth obſerving, becauſe 
it is ſome Kind of Satisfaction to hehold in what Degree 
the Dawn of a Genius firſt W For this Reaſon 
Mr. Colley Cibber * tells you, that at School he made an 
Oration on King Charles he I's Death, when all the 
Boys in his Form, out of Modeſty, rhought ſuch a Per- 

formance above his Capacity, and was laugh'd at, and 

jcer' d, and hated as a pragmarical Baſtard : For this Rea- 
fon he acquaints you, that with the leaſt Reſtraint to 

Modeſty, he did what would have frighten'd a Boy of a 
meek Spirit from attempting. - - He made an 7 ngliſh 
Ode on King James's Coronation, and made it in half 
an Hour. - - The very Word Ode, then adds he, makes 


— 


— 
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« you ſmile, and fo it does me, not only becauſe it ſtill 
makes ſo many poor: Devils turn Wits upon it, bat 


from a more agreeable Motive; from a Reflection 


that for half a Century afterwards I ſhould be call'd 
* upon twice a Year, by my Polt, to make the ſame 
Kind of Oblations.”... 4. the Reader fees, in the 
Prris Naturalibus, that Dawn of Genius which baſb// 
Modeſty could never reftrain from writing, and who tt111 
makes ſuch Oles which all the poor Devils of Wirs can- 
not put him out of Conceit of... But to myſelf .... 

I cannot fay that among my School-Fellows I made 


my great Figure, or raiſed their Envy by any learned 


Compoſitions ; yet, | know not how it was, I had then 
an innate Kind of Propenfity to Scribbling ; and with- 
out any partial Flattery to myſelf, I can affirm I choſe, 
or rather accidentally ſteuck into one Species of Writing, 
in which I was not only then without an Equal, but have 
remained ſo ever fince. 

Here, perhaps, I may again ſeem vain! But if the 
Facts are true, * can I help it? If I have a tolerable 
Feature, will not that as much belong to my Picture 
as my Imperfection? In a Word, the Story is this. 

V bile 1 was at Wincheſter, there came ſome Pri ge- 
Fighters from the Bear-Garden at London ; and as | 
was always fond of Heroes and martial Deeds, I intro- 
duced mylelf into the Company of theſe Knighi-Er- 
rants of the Blade : It happen'd that however brave the 
Heroes were, they were not very learned: In truth 
they could neither write nor read. It was on this Occa- 
non that they deſir'd me being a better Scholard, (Prize- 
fighters Language) to pen their CHallenges, which they 
inſtructed me to indite Here I gave the firſt De- 
monſtration of my Parts; tor having been us'd at Lon- 
don to read Playhouſe Bills, and hear Tragedies, my 
Father being Matter of a Playhouſe, I wrote their Bills 
of Calieng? with ſuch Art, and expreſs'd the Heroes 
Thoughts in fuch magnanimous Phraze, that they a- 
larm'd the Soul of the Reader, and rouz'd up a greater 
Detire for a Gladiatorial Spectacle than all the Drums 
in C;riſtendom. .. . . Theſe Challenges of my inditing 
had wonderful Succeſs ; the People were amaz'd at the 


. twelling Pompouſneſs of the Heroes Language, and 


conſequently 
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conſequently imagined that thoſe who were terribly 
courageous with their Pex, muſt be very Lion, at the 

cord: But alas! it is one Thing Fribere, and another 
Agere : Their Valour did not near _ the Nobleneſs 
of my Deſcription; for the Battle t ey fought was a 
ſham one However, they returned their grateful 
Acknowledgments to me, and I was Author of all their 
Challenges, which, with much Art, I diverſify'd during 
their whole Stay. 

Well ſays ſome grave Annotator, who has not heard 
ſome private Anecdotes of my Lite, what do you infer 
from this Tale? . . . Hear another, and take the Infe- 
rence of them both together Some Space of 'Time 
had elaps'd ſince my Heroes of the Blade Ief Wincheſter, 
when a Company of Hireling Actors arriv'd. I ſoon 
made myſelf known to them, and was accordingly ad- 
mitted to their Rehearſals: One Morning 1 — 
took up a Paper, which was a written Bill of the Per- 
formance they were to exhibit in the Evening. I im- 
mediately found there was ſomething deficient, or at 
leaſt ſomething that might be alter'd to raiſe the Ex- 
pectation of the Populace, and — a better Audience 
to the Houſe : I communicated my Thoughts very freely 
to the Maſter of the Company, and ſhew'd ſuch an 4 
common Genius for writing and compoſing a Pay- Hp 
Bill, that, with a complaiſant Bow, he intreated me to 
write theirs. I comply'd with his Requeſt, and wrote 
them in fuch a prom:Yory Way, (a Way which has been 
fince call'd Puffing) that they engroſs d the Attention 
of the Town, and by an attractive Quality, brought then 
ſeveral good Audiences. . . . I cannot pals by one Thing; 
the Maſter of the Company, and his Roxana, were of 
an ambitious Spirit, to indulge which, I ordered their 
Names to be printed /ix Times as large as any of the Reſt 
of the Performers: An Article of Srage-Vaxiry, which 
I have fince moſt frequently practis'd with much Glee 
of Heart and Pomp-Magnificent. 

Now to apply theſe Stories: from ſuch ſmall Begin— 
nings, my Genius foar'd to an unequal Height; and I 
have had, for this Species of writing, no one hardy 
enough to become my Competitor in Fame. With 32 


pleaſant Recordation of Mind I think what Praiſes were | 
. | beſtowed. 


* 
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beſtowed on the Advertiſements, and the Bills of the 
Bear-Garden, while I had; for ſome Years, the Honour 
of writing them: They were attributed to my Pen, and 
the moſt partial Witling that ever pretended to be arch 
upon me, would allow that in this I was inimitable... . 
I ſhall not mention what Degree of Excellence I have 
arriv'd to in Theatrical Bills, and Alvertiſcments, and 
Puffs, and Paragraphs: My Afodefty will not ſuffer 
me to give to Poſterity, in theſe Memoirs, what the 
preſent Age ſays of them: Be it enough, that there is 
that Something in them which no one can hit but 
myſelf. 

From what I have mention'd, I would obſerve this; 
that wherever there is Merit there 1s a heavy Tax laid 
on it; Envy and Malice will demand a conſiderable 
Share of the Praiſe which is due to you: However great 
my Succeſs has been in the Species of Writing, [ have 
deſcrib'd above, yet it has * many Enemies; Per- 
ſons who cannot bear to ſee any ſhining — in another, 
without endeavouring, by a Cloud of intervening Dark- 
refs, to eclipſe them. The little Genius that I have, 
2nd which hereditarily deſcends to me from a paternal 
Source of Wit, has often occaſion'd me, in the ver 
Spring-time of my Life, to become the But of witlels 
Cenfare and InveCtive ; and the fame Reaſon makes me 
frequently the Object of Raillery in publick Coffee- 
houſes and publick News Papers. Bur as the greater 
Poll of Mankind would rather vote tor Cenſure than 


. Commendation ; Satire has a thouſand Readers where 


Panegyrick has one; therefore when | ſee my Name, or 
Characteriſtick for my Name, in a Journal or Pamphlet, 
T look on it as an Artifice of the Author to get a Dinner: 
He confiders that my Face and Name are more known 
than many thouſands of more Conſequence in the 
Kingdom ; that therefore, right or wrong, a Lick at 
poor Tux', or the Young Captain, or Ancient Piſtol, 
or by what other Name foever they pleaſe, to dig- 
nify and diſtinguiſh me, will te a ture Bait gd cap- 
tandum Fulgus, to catch little Readers, and gratify the 
Unlearn'd. ...ln almoſt theſe very Words the Laureat 
Apologiſt makes his Complaint, on being ſatiriz d with 
his Name at length by Mr.Pope. . . . And I mutt add, that 
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as Mr. Pope (for let him be as great a Satyriſt as he will 
I am not afraid to ſpeak out) for the Sake of the Pence, 
{uryr!z'd the inculpable Mr. C. Cibber. It was for that 
Reaſon, and that Reaſon only, that Mr. Göber's Son 
mult be mention'd in his Rhymes... What elſe could 
provoke him to ſay, 


---- Shall Cibber's Son without Rebuke, 
Ouſwear 8 Lord ?---- 5 
Pope's Imitation of Horace. 


---- Well they may ſay what they will of the Cibbers, 
but it muſt be a Proot they have ſomething very ſingu- 
larly exquifire in their Ways and Manners, when their 
very Names carry a Joke in them. But this Detraction 
of theſe Retailers of Wit is moſt admirably compar'd to 
* Dung © thrown upon a Meadgw, though it may at firſt 
« ſeem to deform the Proſpect, in a little Time it will 
« diſappear of it ſelf, and leave an involuntary Crop of 
« Praiſe behind it.” To cope with ſuch Antagonitts 
would be ridiculous ; for as the fame Author wittily 
{ays, © Would my bearing ill Language from a Chimney- 
« {weeper do me leſs Harm, than it would be to box 
% him, though I was ſure to beat him.“ a 

As no Wit or Criticiſm can make me worſe than I am, 
no ſerious Reply I can offer will make me better. | have 
indeed ſometiines been induc'd to give publick Anſwers, 
and publick Appeals; but I think, in my own Judgment, 
and by experimental Knowledge, that ſuch a Proceed- 
ing is wrong: It is more eligible to be ſeverely ſtrict 
to the Principle laid down by Mr. Cibber ſen. which is 
to join in the Laugh againſt elf, and honeſtly ſay of 
mylelf all may be faid againſt me. What he ſays on 
writing an Apology for his Lite f, is the Motto to mme; 
nar can I add any Thought of my own to ſo juſt and im- 


22 a Deſcription. It may be faid, that this being 


fore Hand with the Wits, is all Affectation in me, 
and my giving myſelf Airs of ſhewing myſelf my La- 
ther's own Son, is too true to make à ſeſt ot. — He 
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quotes 2 Line on ſuch an Occaſion, Cinua (or Cibber 
Vide; : *Pauper vult, & eſt Pauper. 
gen humble Cinna cries, --- I'm poor and low, 
a may believe him — He is really ſo. 


I ſhall give the Latin Line a different Turn. 


The Cibbers both themſelves dull Rogues declare, 
But what they ſay in Jeſt, in Truth they are. 


Yet after all, what can all the Squirts and Popguns of 
Jeſt and Raillery avail againſt the ſeven-fold Shield of 
Confidence and Contempt ? 


Aly Soul is like an ample Shield, 
Can take in All, and Verge enough for more. 


Who can make me more ridiculous than Nature has 
made me ? It then, Sir Critick, you attack this Apology 
to expole me, take Care you don't expole yourſelf; if 
you write to ſnew your Parts, and Genius, and all that, 
why, you are as errant a Fool and Coxcomb as me f; 
« But perhaps you may want Bread : If that be the Cate, 
even go to Dinner in God's Name; whatever you in- 
tend me as a Disfavour, will fly back into your own 
Face, as it happens to Children who {ſquirt at their 
« Play-fellows againſt the Wind.” 

When a Perſon of any Spirits and Genius once gets in- 
to a Diſſertation on himſelf, he is a good while before 
he can get to the End of the Chapter; the pleaſant Sub- 
ject fes imperceptibly upon him, nor ever thinks he, 
while he is not weary of writing, any one elle may be 
weary of reading: I was ſaying to ſhew a Contempt for 
low Wit, and to laugh at it yourſelf was the readieſt 
Way to take the off the Laugh.---Now, Reader, if you are 
not tir'd, PII tell you a S$rory. --- If you are, --- lay afide 
the Book, and come again when you have a better Ap- 

etite. 
- In that Year when the Stage fell into great Commo- 
tions, and the Drury Lane Company aſſerting the glo- 
rious Cauſe of Liberty and Property, made a Stand a- 
gainſt the Oppreſſions in the Patentees. In that memo- 
rable Year when the Theatric Dominions fell in Labour 


— 
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ef A Revolution, under the Conduct of my/elf, that Re- 
volt gave occaſion to ſeveral Pieces of Wit and ſatirical 
Flirts at the Conductor of the Enterprize. I was at- 
tack'd, as my Father had been before me, in the publick 
Papers and Journals; and the burleſque Character of 
Piſtol was attributed to me as a real one. Out came a 
Print of Zack Laquerres, repreſenting, in moſt vile de- 
tgning, this Expedition of ours, under the name of the 
Hage Mutiny ; in which, gentle Reader, your humblz 
Servant, in the Piſtol Character, was the priacipal Fi- 
gure. This I laugh'd at, knowing it only a proper Em- 
belliſhment for one of theſe neceſſary 1 wake to 
which Perſons only out of Neceſſity repair. But now 
comes the grand Attack; a Summer Company was at 
this Juncture performing at Covenr-Garden Theatre; 
and our Tranſactions, and my Character, were thought 
worthy to be repreſented on the Stage. According:y 
a young Spark, who was juſt come from Triz;/ry Coll ge 
at Cambridge, to ſet up for an Author in Town, and who 
had juſt before wrote a Farce, cali'd the Jork- Lawyer, 
thought this a proper Time to exerciſe his Genius. To 
Work he went, and Piſtol was to be his Heroe : A Farce 
was wrote, and perform'd, and the Bent of it was to ri- 
dicule poor me : Tone of Elocution, my buskin Tread, 
my Elevation of Countenance, my Dignity of Gelture, 
and expreſſive Rotation of Eye-balls: In ſhort, all my 
Manner was burleſqu'd, and a mock Pomp of Words, 
which were a Parody of Tragedy Speeches, and *Pi/tg}'s 
Bombaſt run through the Character. --- This | will {ay, 
the Thing was fo well tim'd, and the Perſon who 
munick'd me did it fo well, that it fucceeded far beyond 
any the leaſt intrinſick Merit that was in it. — But where 
am I again digreſſing? --- How d'ye think I behav'd on 
this Occaſion ? I knew if there was any Thing ſmart 
upon me the Audience would very readily laugh ar it, 
and indeed at a Rehearſal I thought ſome Things imart 
enough. What then did I, but plac'd myſelf in one of 
the Side-boxes, in the full Front of tae Houſe, and 
wa reſolv'd, like Cie 's telt, 
hood to ſtand them all. — 
Epilogue to Noriuror. 
> Well, 
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Well, the Scene open'd, and on Piſtol's appearing 
there was a thundering Clap, and all the Eyes in the 
Houſe converted on me ; every Sentence that hit at e, 
the Joke was heighten'd by looking at me, who laugh'd 
as much at them, and the Poverty of the Author's Wit, 
as the Author or the Audience could poſſibly do at me, 
but ſeem'd only to join the Chorus, and laugh for mere 
good Humour. Towards the laſt Scene the Author 

ad introduc'd a Sale of theatric Goods, and one of the 
Properties put up to be diſpos'd of, --- was APOLLO 
crack'd Harp, and wither d Crown of Bayes. --- Upon 
which a Character on the Stage reply'd, --- Oh Pray 
lay that afide for Mr. Piſtol, he will claim that by he- 
reditary Right,—This immediately put the whole Houſe 
in a Roar, — and Encore, Encore, was all the Cry. - - - 
Here the whole Pit ſtood up and look'd at me. —I join'd 
the laughing Errore, and in the Repetition af the low 
Witticifm, clap'd heartily. — This joining with the Hu- 
mour of the Multitude, could give them no Pleaſure; 
and what ſignifies being a little ſevere on one's Self, to 
prevent other People's being fo. — This was my Way 
of Thinking: 


Tnſuevit Pater optimus hoc me. 


This Arr profound, this happy T houg ht, 
Ay good, my modeſt Father taught. 


am always proud to ſhow in what Steps I trod: Read 
the next quoted Paragraph. | 

ln the Year 1730 there were many Authors, whole 
Merit wanted nothing but Intereſt to recommend them 
„ to the vacant laurel, and who took it ill to fee it 
% conferr'd on a Comedian, inſomuch that they were 
« refolv'd at leaſt to ſhew Specimens of their Gre 
*© Pretenfions; and accordingly enliven'd the publick 
Papers with ingenious Eptgrams, and ſatirical Flirts 
« atthe unworthy Succeſſor. Theſe Papers my Friends 
put into my Hands with a wicked Smile, and defired 
me to read them fairly in Company, This was a Chal- 


— - 


, Cibber's Apology, p. 28. 
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* lenge I never declin'd, and to do my doubty Anta- 


goniſts Juſtice, I always read them with as much im- 
partial Spirit as if I had writ them myſelf: While 1 
was thus beſet on all Sides, out ffeps a poetical 
Knight-Errant to my Aſſiſtance, who was hardy enough 
to publiſh ſome compaſſionate Stanza's in my Favour, 
Theſe, you may be ſure, the Raillery of my Triends 
could fay I had written to mſec To deny it | knew 
would have confirm'd their Suſpicion : I therefore told 
them fince 1t gave them ſuch Joy to believe them my 
own, I would do my beft to make the whole Town 
think ſv too. - - As the Odneſs of this Reply was, 
| knew, what would not be eafily mba [ 
defir'd them to have a Day's Patience, and I would 
print an Explanation to it. To conclude, in two Days 
after I ſent this Letter, with ſome doggerel Rhimes 
at the Bottom.“ ; 


To the Author of the Whitehall-Evenins-Poft. 
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H E Verſes to the Z2ureat in yours of Saturday 

laſt, have occaſion'd the following Reply, which 
I izope you'll give a Place in your next, to thew we 
can be quick as well as ſmart, upon a proper Occa- 
ſion - And as think it the loweſt Mark of a Hundred 
to make bold with any Man's Character in Print, with- 
out ſubſcribing the true Name of the Author; I 
therefore defire, if the Laurent is concern'd enough to 
ask the Queſtion, that you will tell him my Name, 
and where I live; till then I beg Leave to be known 


by no other Name than that of, 


Tour Servant, 
FRANCIS FAIRPLAY, 
Monday, Fanuary 11, 1730. 


Theſe were the Verſes. 


I. 
Al! Hah! Sir Coll. J that thy Way, 
T hy on dul] Praiſe to write? 


C's And 


L 1 
And wouldſt thou ſtand ſo ſure a Lay? 
No, that's too ſtale a Bite. 


II. 


Nature and Art in thee combine, 
Thy Talents here excel; | 
All ſhining Braſs thou doſt outſhine, 
To play the Cheat ſo well. 


III. 


No ſees thee in Tago's Part, 
But thinks thee ſuch a Rogue, 

And ts not glad, with all his Heart, 
To hang . ſad a Dog. 


IV. 
Wen Bayes thou play'ſt, thyſelf thou art 
For that by Nature fit, 


No Blockhead better ſuits the Part 
Than ſuch a Coxcomb Mit. 


V. 
In Wronghead 700 thy Brains we ſec, 
IWho might do well as Plough ; 


Hs fit for Parliament was He, 
As for the Laurel T hog. | 


VI 
: | 
Bring thy protected Verſe from Court, 3 
And try it on the Stage, 


There it will make much better Sport. 
And ſet the Town in Rage. 


VII. 


There Beaux aud Mits, and Citi and Smarts. | 
Where Hiſſing's not unci vil, i 

ill ſheu their Parts ta thy Deſerts, | 
And ſend it to the Devil. N 


VIII. 


But Ah in vain gainſt thee <ve write, 
In vain thy Verſe we maul 
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Our ſharpeſt Satire's thy Delight, 
For - - Blood He ſtand them all. 


IX. 


Thunder, tis ſaid, the Laurel ſpares, 
Noug ht but thy Brows could blaſt it; 

And yet, - - - Oh curſt provoking Stars / 
T hy Comfort is, thou haſt it. 


Theſe doggrel Verſes I have quoted with the ſame 
Defign as the Laureat publiſh'd them in his Apology, 
to ſhew you his 8 Caſt of Temper, and conle- 
quently from what Fountain I have deriv'd mine. I 
cannot loſe this Opportunity of mentioning another Ana- 
log y between us: As in our Tempers there is a pecu- 
liar Similitude, fo there is in our Faculties in Writing.“ 
Hz? has too bold a Diſregard for that Correftneſs which 
others ſer ſo juſt a Value on; . and when he ſpeaks 
any Thing that delights him he finds it diffecult ro keep 
his Words within the Bounds of common Senſe... 
Even when he writes, rhe ſame Failing gets the better 
of him, and Inſtances that well-known Expreſſion of his, 
That Mrs. Oldfield out-did her uſual Outdoings...... 
Now have not J in all my Writings, ſhewn a thorough 
Diſregard for pedant Correctneſs: In all my Speeches 
on the Stage, have not I, in the fullneſs of my Heart, 
broke through all Bounds of Common Senſe ? ... Yet 
I muſt confeſs, though I have given many flat Writers 
Occafion to be brisk upon my general Stile, I was never 
{o floridly happy as to make one fingle Expreſſion 2 
Standard Jeſt for ten Years together: I never hit on 
2 Verb with fo pleaſant an Accuſative after it, as could 
have ſuch an Effect +; for nherever the Verb Our 10 
could be brought in, the pleaſant Arcuſative Ou x po- 
ING was ſure to follow it; and, Deries repitita place- 
ret, ſays the Apologiſt. .... It has been faid of this 
very Sentence, that the pleaſant Acuſative Ourdoing 
is Nonſenſe, as it is not Grammar. . . . . Bur pray let me 
ask ſuch Pedants, Is there not a Licentia of a Quidlibet 


2 


. Cither's r zi, 3 + Fade p. 32. | 
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Audendi, which all great Genius's claim? . Let cold 

hi o matic Writers, like dull Pack-horſes, keep to the 
— en Path; Men of Fire and Spirit, like Nags that 
have Blood in their Veins, will bounce out of the Road, 
ſtarr into full Speed, and ſhow their Mettle.— Again: 
Is it not a Characteriſtick of Excellence to have a 
Stile fo peculiarly ſingular, that in the reading half 4 
Page you are fure of the Author? Has not the great Yu. 
ley gone on in this Principle, in all his moſt erudite Cat- 
tigations? --- Catching the Stile of the Authors, has he 
not ſaid of Horace and Terence, - - - Sr ſcriſti.— 
Thus be wrote? - - -- Has he not ſaid, -- - Aut /ic 
ſerigfife devuir. --- Or fo he fhould have wrote? --- las 


he not boldly aſſerted. - - lere meo periculs. - - - 
Read thus at my Peri]? - - - The fame Method he has 
taken with Milton. - The amount of all this is, it 2 


ſingular Stile is a Demonſtration of a Genius, I will 
venture, without any Intringement on Modeſty, ro affirm 
that the Cillerian Stile is a Proof of very remarkable 
Talents; and I know not but ſome future Critick will 
quote, that to Lit on a le nr Verb, followed by a 
pleaſant Aiciſati ve, is 2 Mark of E::cellence : Nor am 
I without Hopes, but hat there are fome rhetorical 
Boldneſſes in my Compoitions, which may be admir'd 
by late Poſtertty. - - - 

Now the Reader may think this is all ſaid with Serio- 
ſity. --- No, Mr. Ciller, ſen. confeſſes that to outdo an 
Ourdoing is 2 vile Jingle; nor can I deny that there may 
be ſome few Expreſſions in my Writings which may 
perhaps raiſe 2 Smile. But what then; it is our 
Happiness, though we write ſuch Things ſeriouſly, we 
can laugh ar them jocoſely, --- when others begin to 
laugh; and it other good Writers cannot do the ſame, 
they want that good Senſe which ſome other People 
m.2% be endow'd with. - - - It you write well, your * 
DEM go erifbour ʒCrutehes; or would I f publickly 
Pi every Argument to Death that appears againſt me. 
This were to be an Executioner inſtead of a Gentleman. 


Praite 1s a vcluntary Tux paid by the Publick ; they 
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may chuſe whether they will pay it or not; but in the 
End Merit will compel them to it. | 

To conclude, the Subſtance of all that I have faid, 
might as well been faid at firſt, in two Lines of a great 
Author, and which, in a great Character | have often 
ſpoke with Applauſe. 


* i fortuna me tormento, 
Serato me contents. 


FC 


Two L ines in the Character of Pie in Henry the 4th. 


CHAP. III. 


The Aulbor's ſeveral Chances for the Church, the 
Court, and the Army. — Deſign'd for the Univer- 
ſity. — Took to the Stage. Political Thoughts, 
with many others, which can be only known by the 
Reader*s Peruſal, &c. &c. &c. 


FTER the long Digreſſion which I made in 
=e the laſt Chapter, and the Z/uant which I 
have ſo long play'd from School, I am at a 
Loſs for an Apolozy to addrefs the Reader: 


2 
I left 'mylelf- at Wincheſter School, not making the 
greateſt Eclat in Claſſical, Grammatical, and ſuch 
Learning, yet diſtinguiſhing my/elf ” ſome puerile 


Excellencies: My Father, to be ſure, had fome great 


Deſignations of me, of being a Biſhop, or perhaps an 
Arch-biſhop, he intending me for the Church, as he 
himſelf had been intended. - But to neither of us. - - - 
Sic Dii Voluere. To introduce my Story in this third 
Chapter, muſt quote the Introduction to K 

| C4 — 2 
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El am noy come to that Criſis of my Life when For- 
& tune ſeem'ꝗ io be at a Loſs what he ſhould do with 
« me: He ſhe favour'd iny Father's firſt Deſignation of 
« me, he igt chen perhaps have had as ſanguine 
« Ho es of my being a Biſhop, as I afteriyards conceiv'd 
« of lng a General: Nay, I had a third Chance, of 
« becoming an Underpropper of the State. How I came 
© to be none of thele, the Sequel will inform you.” 

My Father, as I before hinied, had conceiv'd great 
Deſignations of me; but there was a Concatenation of 
Things, which occaſion'd me to follow the fame Tract 
which he had trod in before. I was not elected into 
I incheter College: All the Reaſons may not be alto- 
gether ſo proper to repeat: J unfortunately miſtook the 


* 


Senle of a Line in Tigi: 
Nis vs amore pio pueri, &c. 


Howerer to this Day I cannot think the making a falſe 
Comment on a Paſſage in a Heathen Author, ſhould be 
a Diſqualification for Eccleſiaſtic Preterment. - - - Be 
that however as it will, it was, I think, about the Year 
17:0, when a Change of Miniſtry was happening at 
London, and the Right Honourable Sir R- ---- W------ 
was about to make that illuſtrious Figure in Europe, 
which we have ſince ſeen; while the Nation was in 
Labcur of ſuch a Production, my Affairs allo were in 
Labour of ſome Event, when I happen'd to be lent up 
to Lenden to my Father, to be turn'd looſe into the Buſtle 
of the World. - - - At this Junfture you cannot but ob- 
ſerve that the Fate of Sir R. H. and J. C. were at the 
fame Time upon the Anvil: In what ſhape they would 
afterwards appear was only Gueſs-work : What Charac- 
ters we have ſince attain'd, all Europe knows in Regard 
to Him, all Zritain in Regard to Ale. 

But a fti]] more remarkable Crifis happen'd to Mr. 
Colley Cibber, on his Return from being a Candidate for 
M inc heſter Cullege : Take his own Story. - - The 
Nation now fell in Labour of the Revolution: The 
Prince ot Orange was landed in the Veſt; my Fa- 


A 


Jide C. Ciller's Life p. 34. 
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A ther was in Arms under the Dyke of Devonſhire, but 
* Tjump'd into his Saddle, and he return'd to Chat 
* worth, where he was at Work. At this Criſis King 
« Zames and the Prince of Orange, and that of fo minute 
%a Being as myſelf, were at once upon the Anvil. In 
* what Shape they would ſeverally come out, though a 
good Gueſs might be made, was not then demonſtrable 
« to the deepeſt Foreſight. - - - But, adds he, if one 
* Month ſooner I had been at the Univerſity, who 
„ knows but by this Time, that purer Fountain might 
* have waſh'd my Imperfections into a Capacity of 
© writing (inſtead of Plays and Annual Odes) Sermons, 
and paſtoral Letters.” 

And who knows, it I had attach'd myſelf to the Order 
of Prieſthood, what a Figure | might by this Time hare 
made: I might, inſtead of writing Country Correſpon- 
dents, and Daily Gazetteers, have penn'd Characters of 
Queens, and ſpoke Speeches from a Reverend Bench in 
Defence of Prime Miniſters. 

You muſt now confider me at a Period of Time which 
produced ſuch a Change in publick Affairs, which. as I 
can now judge of them, were of great Conſequence to 
the Nation. When I think of this ra, being famous 
for a Change, that made Sir R. Prime Miniſter ; I na- 
turally digreſs on Prime Miniſters, and the Changes 
they are wiſh'd to meer with. * © While great Men 
« want great Polts, the Nation will never want ſeemin 
„Patriots; and no Miniſters but will be heartily rail 
at. But l cannot forbear thinking that they who have 
„ been longeſt rail'd at, muſt from that Circumſtance 
« ſhow in ſome Sort the Proof of a Capacity.“ It 
this Circumſtance of being long rail'd at is an undubi- 
table Characteriſtick of a wile and able Miniſter, the 
Rigit Honourable Gentleman, whole Criſis ot Fortune 
was depending at the ſame Time, as mine has been, the 
moſt able and wile Miniſter that ever manag'd the Af 
fairs of this Nation. Notwithſtanding this Proof of Ca- 
pacity, he and his Meaſures have been talk'd of much in 
we * Manner as Mr. C. Cibber politically remarks 


C. Cibber's Life, p. 38. 
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People did of King Zames and his Conduct. * It is 
incredible (ſays that Hiſtorian) with what Freedom 
and Contempt the common People in the open Streets 
* ralk'd of his wild Meaſures, vet we of the Vulgar 
had no farther Notion. of any Remedy for this Evil, 
„than a fatisfy'd Preſumption that our Numbers were 
too great to be maſter d by his mere Will and Pleaſure; 
* that though he might be too hard for our Laws, vet 
he could never get the better of our Nature; and to 
drive all England into Slavery, he would find would 
* be reaching an od Lion to dance.” 

There are, I fay, Men malecontent and weak enough 
to talk in this Manner of Sir R ----- and (to uſe the a- 
bove el-g.:nt and apt Sinule) who think themſelves too 
old Lions ro be taught to dance. But I don't fee how 
they can help it; for, to compare this great Man to 
what he has never yet been compar'd, he is like another 
Ox PHEvs, who can make theſe l Lions move to the 
Tune he plans, and they mult dance, while he (uſing 
another of the Laureats Expreſſions) is the Fyddle of 
the Nation. 

Tuneſe are a few of my political Notions, by which you 
may ſee what 4 Sort 4 [ 2m ; but if talking of 
the Miniſter has drawn me at any Time ever ſo far out of 
my Depth, I ſtil] flatter myſelt [ have kept a /imple, Ho- 
net Lend above Water. And it is a ſolid Comtort, how 
inſignificant ſoever I may ſeem, that I have made One a- 
mong many others, who have wrote Papers and Pamph- 
lets, to prove the happy Effects of this preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion. — Thus may I be ſaid to have become, in Reality, 
an Unicrpropper of the State, which my Father, not get- 
ting a Place in the f Secrerary's Office, never arriv'd at. 

But to recover the Clue of my Hiſtory : I was now 
come from Myncheſter to London, to turn out into the 
Pulilo of the World, in which, according to my Rank 
of Life, I have made more Buitle than any one before 
me : My Father did not know well what to do with me ; 
for I had fo remarkable a Genius, that I was fit for any 


Thing, and yer fit for nothing. In this Vacancy of his 
C, C:46:r's Life, p. 39, + Vide C. Cibber's Life. 
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Reſolution, being a forward Youth, I wanted to knoy; 
ſomething of the World, which Knowledge I ſoon at- 
tain'd, and began to run into the hey-day Gallantries of 
2 Man of Mode: In ſhort, I thought my ſelf a very prer- 
y Fellow. The clear Emannations of Beauty ſtruck 
me into a 4 for the fair Sex, that had ſomething 
ſotter than profound Reſpect. I could not reſiſt its Power, 
which is efficactous on all; for Beauty, like rhe Sun, 
ſhines into equal Warmth, the Peaſant and the Cour- 
tier : So good a Taſte my firſt hopeful Entrance into 
Manhood tet out with. - - - My Father had the ſame 
Kind of Heart, which was ready to be ſhonè into Warmth, 
and he handſomly f apologizes, that as he was waiting 
at Table on the pretent Durcheſs Dowager of Marl- 
borough, in the Year of the Revolution, theſe two Words, 
Some Ji ine and Tater ; --- Theſe two Words only, 
that very /inzle Sound, ſtruck upon his Senſes, which were 
collected into his Eyes, by the clear Emanation of her 
Berry. --- This gay Spirit of mine gave ſome Uneaſineſs 
to my good Mother, but my Father laugh'd at it, as a 
pleating Recordation of himſelf: To hear of ſome of my 
youthful Sallies, which were the Effects of great Spirits, 
ard into which none but your great Gen run; to lee an 
honeſt Boldneſs, or modeſt Aſſurance in Countenance 
and Speech, which none but Men conſcious of Merit 
have. This muſt give him a pleaſing Recordation of 
Mind ; then he might truely cry out with Exraty, - - - 


„ * Hoc eff 
« Vivere bis, vita piffe preore fiui. 


Which he ſince tranſlates thus; 


Mien Years no more of active Life rer 0 n, 
„% Tis Nur renow'a to laugh emoer again. 


Bat which I tranſlate, for I can tranſlate as well as he, 


thus : 


* Vie Apology, p. 42. 

+ The ſame Page. 
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Its to live twice, to ſee the Life you led 
Again liv'd over by the Sox you bred. 


Or thus : 


Tas to live twice, --- Twice the ſame Acts enjoy, 
Jo ſee the ſame ſtill praftis'd by his Boy. 


After this Interval of Idleneſs, fome Views of Life 
were let before my Eyes, as the Army or the City. The 
Army I lik'd tolerably ; nay, fo well, that I partly took 
upon myſelf, and was partly complimented by my Com- 
panions, with the News of Captain. — And it is 
with ſome Pleaſure I hear myſelf call'd the young Cap- 
rain to this Day. But a ſmall Commiſſion, however 
more honourable it might ſeem, I began to know was 
not ſo profitable as the Profeffion of an Actor: And 
though my Father, at the Revolution, had Thoughts of 
being a General- Officer, Things were now chang'd ; and 
L have often bleſs'd my Stars c my preferring the The- 
atre to the Camp; on that I have been a Heroe, ſtrutted 
with a golden Tunchcon, nodded Command to Roman 
Legions, and old Hritiſb Bands. In the Army I might 
have ſtill trail'd a Lieutenant's Half-pike, and in ſome 
Country (Quarters lid inglorious; for Years pacific roll'd 
revolving round; the Spirit- ſtirring Drum, the Ear- 
piercing Fife, all Pride, Pomp, Circumſtance of glori- 


ous War have long'd been loft in Peace, which long Fare- 


wel have told the Soldier's Occupation loft. - - - Twas 
1 , . on 

©n the Stage alone I promis'd myſelf much Pleaſure, 

duch Income, and much Reputation: Nor is a 

thearr:c Profeſſion fo contemptible as ſome affect to 


think. © Was a httle fooliſh Prejudice laid afide, * Mr. 


Cb rraely fays, that many a well-born younger 
Brother, and many a Beauty of low Fortune would 
* gladly have adorn'd the Theatre, who, by their not 
being able ro brook ſuch Diſhonour to their Birth, have 
* pui>'d away Lives decently unheeded and forgotten.“ 
ſn ſhort, it is better to be this or that on the Stage, ſo yo; 
mer handiomly by it, than live in any Degree of Igno- 
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miny or not 22 off from it; that is, there is no 


Ignominy on the Stage, or, if you will, the Stage is 
above Ignominy. 
See this Period : © I rememember (ſays Mr. Cib ber *) 
a Lady with a real Title, whoſe female Indiſcretions 
had occaſion'd her Family to abandon her, being wil- 
ling to make an honeſt Penny of what Beauty ſhe had 
left, defir'd to be admitted an Actreſs : Her Relations 
« oppos'd it for Reaſons eaſy to be gueſs d at: It was not 
„ ur Intereit to make an honourable Family our Ere- 
mies, and ſhe was refus d. Here you find her honeſt 
Endeavour to get Bread from the Stage, (7. e. to make 
« an honeſt Penny of her Beauty) was look'd on as an ad- 
% ditional Scandal to her former Diſhonour ; fo that I am 
« afraid, had the Lady fold Patches and Pomatum in a 
% Band-Box from Door to Door, ſhe might have ſtary'd 
* with leſs [yfamy, than reliev'd her Neceſſity by being 
famous on the Stage. In ſhort, tis no Ignominy 
to be la Damoiſelle de Plaſir in a Theatre. - - - 

But notwithſtanding all I have faid, and my Father 
before me, the Profeſſion of a Player ſtill continues, as by 
his Memoirs I find it has always done, to be held by 
many Gentlemen and People of * in no great 
Eſteem; and many outrageous Inſults have been commit- 
ted by Perſons, who would be thought Gentlemen, on 
Actors, whom they dar'd not have uſed ſo in any other 
Place but a Theatre. But theſe Inſulters of Audiences, 
as well as Players, are not to be rul'd, there is no con- 
tending with them ; they are all Patriots, Liberty and 
Property Men, who roar out to defend their Magna 
Charta, of doing what they will in a Theatre, This 
Uſage of Players, Mr. C:bber ſays, keeps young Peo- 
« ple of Senſe from coming on the Stage; they fear 
« entering into a Society, whoſe Inſtitution if not a- 
% buſed, is an excellent School of Morality : But alas! 
as Shakſpear lays : 


here's that Place wwhere into ſometimes 
Foul Things intrude not * 
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And really the Abuſe of the Stage by the Actors, 
it as 2 as it will, by acting indiſcreetly in their 


private Lives, it is not greater than the Abuſe that thoſe 
noiſy Rioters make of it by their publick Diſturbances : 
I cannot apprehend what rational Authority this Soczery 
for the Reformation of theatrical Manners can plead. 
to call an Actor to an Account on the Stage for what 
he has done off it: Would any Judge pay leſs Regard 
for a Counſellor's Argument at the Bar, — he may 
be an indiſcreet, or even a bad Man at home ? Bur 
it is otherwiſe at our theatric Bar of Judgment ; our 
Judges are allo Fury, and likewiſe Executioners ; and 
though you appear there not as your own Perſon, they 
make you the Culprit, put you immediately on your 
Trial, --- and G--d ſend you a good Deliverance. --- But 
I may ſay what I will againſt thſe unjuſt, unlimited In- 
ſults, yer the Player who falls under ſuch a Caprice of 
. Diſpleaſure, muſt be leſt 2dr:ifr, and ride 047 
rhe Storm as well as Ve is able. 

I would here ſpeak of ſome Storms which poor | 
have been adrift in, and which I have out-rode by that 
admirable Stage Apothegm, 


"Sblood Til ftand you all. | 
But that Anecdote will fall under my Pen in a ſubſe- 


gone Chapter: To conclude this; the View of riting 


ome Time or other to live in that modiſh Affluence, 
jovial Gatety, and ſeeming Importance, in which my 
Father and ſome others I taw liv'd, was the flattering 
Light by which I ſteer'd my Courſe : Such Temptations 
were too ſtrorg for ſo warm a Vanity as mine to reſiſt; 
on the Stage I came, being entered, according to m 
Merit, at a very low Salary ; and now, gentle and mol 
candid Reader, your Curioſity is from thence to expect 
2 farther Account of me. 


CHAP, 


_— —_ — 


C HAP. IV. 


The Author follows Mr. Colley Cibber's Method of 
Hiſtory. A ſhort Hiſtory of the Stage and 
Actors, from the Reſtoration to the Revolution. 

Their Characters. Why given, &c. 


l have profeſs'd myſelf an humble Imitator 
A E of Mr. C. Cibber's peculiar Manner of Hiſtori- 
* 

— 


cal Narrations, J hope the Reader will not 
SS) think frequent Digreſſons from my own 
Actions and Life, any Way inconſiſtent ; for though 1 
have only promis'd an Account of the material Occur- 
rences of rhe Theatre during my own Tine, yet a ſhort 
Hiſtory of the Theatre, from the Reſtoration to the 
Revolution, and from thence to the preſent Year 1749, 
may be worth more Notice than giving the Publick an 
Account of my youthful Adventures, for which, little 
Apolog y, I am atraid, can be made. As in an Account 
oft this Nature I cannot make uſe of my own Know- 
ledge and Judgment, I muſt claim the Privilege of all 
Hiſtorians, of having Recourſe to thoſe Authors who 
have treated on the Subject before: Nor ſhall I omir 
that Part, which modern Hiſtory is much founded on, 
Oral Tradition : To theſe I ſhall add ſuch Intelligence 
as I could collate from ſuch ancient Records as ſtill 
remain in the Archives of the Theatre. But though I 
may ſeverally uſe all theſe Aids, the chief Support 
which I ſhall rely on, will be the Aſemoirs which Mr. 
C. Cibber has, with great Aurhenticity and Fudgmenr, 
collected; and I ſhall alſo give a taithful Abſtract of 
his Theatrical Characters, becauſe they will lead you 


into a clearer View of ſome modern ones, which | 


myſelf, at a due Time and Place, ſhall venture to 
Pourtray : 
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pourtray : - - - Before I enter on this Undertaking, I 
muſt premiſe, that many are the inimitable Beauties in 
Stile, in Thought, and Manner of the great apologeri..7/ 
Original, which my Compendium will not allow ms to 
introduce ; however the Reader may depend, my Ab- 
ſtract from it ſhall be fo connected, that I will give him 


the | | 
Quinta pars ſui Nectaris. 
T he very Suinteſſence of his NE CAR. 


And this Chapter ſhall be, as it were, Nias in Nc. 
The [ad in a Nurſpell. - - Without farther Preface or 
Apology. : 

The Civil War which was begun between King 
Charles the Firſt, in Defence of his Prerogative, and 
his People, in Defence of their Freedom, introduced, 
at Length, all the Effects of Anarchy: Everv Thins 
that was truly good and virtuous was no longer in Elteem: 
Thoſe pions Schodls of Morality, the Playhcn/es, were 
no longer ſuffer'd ; the Stage tell with Monarchy, and 
the Peers of the Land with the Actors of the Theatre 
But as it fell with Monarchy, it was with Monarchy 
reſtor'd ; for at King Charles the 24's Reftoration, tub 
Patents were granted, one to Sir William Davenant, 
and the other to Henry Killegrex, Elqz according to 
Mr. Cibber's Account, or tv Mr. Thom, Aillegregt, ac- 
cording to the Relation of that T hearrie Aunaliſt, Joby 
Doc nes, the old Prompter. The Company under Str 17“ 
liam D' avenant, lays Mr. Cibber, were call'd the King's 
Servants, and acted at the Theatre Raya] in Drury- 
Lane; tue other the Duke's Company, who ated at 
the Duke's Theatre in Dorſer Garden But Mr. 
* Dowses lays, that on the Reſtoration, the ſcattered 
% Remnant of ſix Play/ou/es, which ſubſiſted in King 
Charles the Firſt's Tune, upon the Reſtoration fram'd 
« Company, and acted again at the Bu Playhouſe, 
« built them a new Theatre in Gibbox's Tennis-Courr 
« in Clare-Market, in which two Places they continued 


Dotenes wrote an Account of the Stage during his own 
Time, call'd, Reſcius Anglicanus. 


« Acting 
* 


= 


—- 
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acting all 1660, 1661, 1662, and Part of 1663. In this 
Iime they built them a zee Theatre in Drury-Lone, 
Mr. Thomas Killezrew gaining a Patent from the 
King, in order to create them the King Servants, 
and from that Lime they call'd themſelves, his 
* Majeſty's Company of Comedians in Drury-Lane. 

As to the Company acting under Sir /}7!};am Dave- 
nant, Doct nes gives this particular Account of its firtt 
Kile and going to Dor/er-Garden. 

“ In the Year one thouſand fix Punlred and Ffty- 

* nine General Monk marching then lus Army out of 
* Sorland to London, Mr. Rhodes, a Bookleller, being 
IWardrobe Keeper formerly, as I am inform'd, to King 
(Carles the Firſt's Company of Comedianv4a H A- 
Fryers, gering a Licenſe from tite-then gor crithsy 
State, fitted up a Houſe for acting, call'd the Can 
fit, in Drury-Lane, and in a ſhort Time compleat- 
ed his Company. 
„In this Interim, Sir Nlliam Diudenaut gain'd a 
Patent from the King, and opened a Houſe 1a 
% Lincclns-Inn-Fields, with new Scenes and Decora- 
tions, being the firſt that were ever introduced into 
* {'nvland; where they continued to act till the Year 
© 1671, when they open'd a new Theatre in Dee 
« Garden, and remoy'd from Liacolus- un Hells th. 
« ther.” 5 

The Reader cannot but oblerve ſome 0 
in theſe two great Hiſtorians; to ſhew my talrlful 
Attachment to Truth I have given both Accounts; and, 
gentle Reader, 


* * 
Vers 3 00 
- o * . 


Utrum Hoium Mavis Accipe. 


Of the King's Company, about ten were put on the 
Royal Houſhold Eſtabliſhment, having each ten \) arcs 
of ſcarlet Cloth, wich a proper Quantity of Lace al- 
low'd them for Liveries; and in the Warrants from the 
Lord Chamberlain they were ſtil'd, Genome of 72 
Great Chamber. | 

Both theſe Companies were in high Eſtimation; t! e 
long Interdiction of Plays had given freſh Appetite 20 
lach Repreſentations ; beſides, before now no Actreties 
had been ſeen on the Stage. The Characters of Women. 
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in Theatres, were periorm'd by Boys, or young Men of 
tne moſt efleminate Aſpect: And what Grace, or 
Maſter-Strokes of Acton can we conceive ſuch ungain 
Hoydens to have been capable of? "Theſe two 'Thearres 
had another advantagcous Rule, made by themſelves, 
Which Was, that no Play acted at one Houle {hould ever 
be attempted at the other: This prevented a Satiety of 
the fame Plays, and kept up the Pleaſure which might 
otherwiſe grow languid. - - For what Pleafure is not lan- 
guid to Sartety ? - - The Neglect which has been had, for 
leveral Years paſt, to this YMhnagement, Mr. C. Ciooer 
thinks is the Occation of the Degradation of the pre ſent 
Theatres, by the Hatentaiumeuts they exhibit; * tor 
* when Plays are hackney'd out to the common People 
„ mcdifferently ac any Theatre, the beſt Actors will foon 
„ tcel the i own has enough of them: Hence he 
proves a Pluralu of Playnoutes detrimental to the Stage, 
unle!s 2 proportionable Number of good Authors could 
rife to ge them all different Umployments 1 
«© white good Writers are ſo ſcarce, and undaunted Cri— 
11:45 to plenty, I am afraid a good hie and a blazing 
Star will be equal Rarities : This indulging the Tatte 
with feveril Theatres, will amount to the lame Va- 
riety as an Oeconomiſt would thow, who would have 
two Puldings and treo Lori Aitton tor the lame 
Dinner. 
Though this Simile has been inſerted in many a, 
Twopenny Jeſt-Bock. vet, as 17 IS admirably mtroduced, 
| have again ventur'd to quote it. But to reſume tlie 
Thread of this Hiſtor; | 
„Thee two exce 
2 


1 * 


lent Companies were both pr 

« perous for ſome Time, ri their Variety of Plays 
„ began to be exhauſted; then of Courſe the better 
% Actors, which the Kings ſeem to have been allow, 
could not fail of drawing greater Audiences. Sir 
« 1/illiem D avernnt, theretore; Maſter of the Duke's 
Company, introduced Mutick to Action, and a new 
«© Species of Plays, cali'd, Yramatick Oper 85>» <.þ 
mult here obſerve Mr. Cibber 1avs vir IHiliam was 


. Cin Hie, p. 56. 
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Maſter ot the Duke's Company, though in a Page be- 
tore he ſaid they were the King's: This Inadvertance 
ariſes from his not rightly counting oN E, Two: But he 
has 700 bold a Diſregard for Correct neſs, which other's 
fer a Value ox: It is with a little Compunction that 1 
made this Remark, yet, 


Amicus Socr. xTtEs, Amicus PLATO, ſed mazis a. 
mica VENTAS. 


This ſenſual Supply of Sight and Sound, coming 
into the weaker Party, they grew too hard tor Sente 
and fimple Nature ; tor more People can fee and hear 
than think and judge: This Change of Taſte tell 
* heavy on the Azzz's Company ; they had Truth on 
their Side, and Praiſe for their Action; bur 'tis 71 
Comfort TLaudatur & Alget. - - Unprofuable Praite 
can hardly give it a Soup aigre. - - In this Rival- 
© ſhip of the two Houſes, WMobun and Hart growing 

old, and the young Actors impatient to get into their 
“ Parts, and intractable, the Audience likewiſg falling 
oft at both Hoales, the two Companies were united 
„into one, exclufive of all others, in the Year 1684.“ 
or according to Downes's Chronology, S2. This Union, 
{iys the Apclogift, was however to much in Favour or 
the Duke's Company, that ant left the Stage upon tit. 
- - The old Promprer lays, © F Upon this Union, Nir. 
Hirt, being the Heart of the Compiny under Mr. 
* Killerrere's Patent, never acted more by Reaſon ct 
his Malady, being afflicted with the Stone and Gravei, 
* of which he died ſome time after, having a Sa- 
„% lary of forry Shillings a Week to the Day of bis 
«. Neath,” | 

One Theatre was now in Poſſeſſion of the whole 
Town, and the united Patentees 1impoled their own 
Terms on the Players: The Actors, who have always 
as quick a Senſe of Injuries, and as high and glorious 4 
Love of Freedom as any People whatever, appeal'd t. 
Redreſs to the Lor! (Chamberlain, who was then my 
Lord Det, who finding their Complaints jult, pro- 


* 


— — 


C. Cibber's Life, p. 57. T Doraness Raſcius Auglicavuꝛt. 
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cured from King Milliam, in 1695, a ſeparate Licenſe 
tor Mr. Congreve, Mr. Betterton, Mrs. Barry, Mrs. 
Fraceeirdle, and others, to fet up a new Company, 
calling it the New T hearre in Lincolus-Jun-Fieli; 
and they open'd it the laſt Day of April, 1695, with a 
new 8 call'd, Love for Love. 

Mr. Colley Cilber begins his Account of the Actors 
trom his entering upon the Stage, 1690, which were 
the Remains of what was call'd the Duke's Company, 
but is quite filent as to the A7z7's Company, whom he 
allows to have been their Supertors : I ſhall, therefore, 
in this A4rology for my Life, be bold enough to 
\upply that Detect in the Apology for His: It may be 
tac perhaps, * MH, Is this apelogizins for you; 

foes ? - - Well, Sir Cie, Suppoſe we call it to; 
V hat then? But to the Purpoſe, 

"The Company acting under Mr. Killegreav conſiſted 

ot the {ullowing Actors and Actreſſes : 


MEN. WOMEN. 
Air. Theophilus Bird, Mrs. Carey, 
Ir. Jin yt, Mrs. Aarſball, 
Mr. 1Mohus, Mrs. CV, 
Mr. Lacy, Mrs. Knep, 
Mr. 2urt, Mrs. Hughes. 


Mr. Cartvrig! t, 
NIr. Clu, 
Vir. Hattere 5 


And ſometime after came 
into this Company 


Mr. Ajn-ofton, Mrs. Bout, 45 i 
Nr. Minute,, Mrs. Fen Grein, 
NIr. &, u, Mrs. Zames, 

Nr. Goodman, Mts. Rvtter, 

Mr. Lyddell. Mis. Anight. 


Theſe Actors and Actreſſes were profeſſedly exce]- 
lent, and who could have been no Hnitators bur all 
Orizinals, for which Reaſon it may be much doubted 
if they have been fince equaIl'd : It is impoſſible for 
me to give an Account of their Pertections after the 
elaborate Manner Mr. Cibber has of ſome others who 
ſicceeded them; but if any Regard 1s to be paid to 
the Judgment of the Audtences and Authors IIS 

me 
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Time, they muſt have excell'd highly in Parts which 
we ice them caſt to in the beſt Plays of that Time. 
Harr was the Standard to which Mornrford and Nil, 
endeavour'd, and with great Succeſs, to arrive at; vet 
are {aid not thoroughly to attain it. ,s form'd tor 
an arttu] Sternels in — and had great Talents in 
Comedy: He was the original Fentidins in Mr. Dryden's 
A for Love, and was eminent for the Volpone of Fen 
Hobnſon. Mrs. 1:rfball, Mrs. Ellen Guiu, and Mrs. 
Boutell were equally admir'd in Tragedy and Comedy. 
To give the Reader, Who has any Knowledge of Theatric 

25 Performances the belt Idea l am able ot theſe Actors, 
I will tranſcribe the Caſt of two or three Plays, in which 
they peculiarly excell'd, and which ſtill continue to be 
acted on the Stage. 


T/ E F 2 * 


Keolpone, = = Major Mabusn. 
Aſoſta, Mr. Haut. 
Corbatsebhioo Mr. Cartwright. 
Joltore, - - - Mr. Matterell. 
Corvims . .- 3 

Sir Pol iti TVou dos, Mr. Lacy. 
Peregrine Mr. Aynaſion. 
Lady Nou dbe, Mrs. Corey. 
Celia, - - - -. Mrs. Mzrſoall. 


QO-T-H E £ £0: 


Othello, * — — Mr. Hart. 
Bravantio, = — Mr. Cartærrigiii. 
Caſſio, - - - Mr. But. 

#279, - - - Matjor Lu. 


Roderizo, - = Mr. Hatterell. 


Deſlemona, - - Mrs, Hugles. 
L Emilia,. Mes. Nutter. 


Earl of ESSEX: 
The Earl of Rex, - Mr. Clark. 
Tae E. of Southampton, Mr. Griin, 
D 3 Lord 
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1 ord Dur 9 5, - - Major No. if. 
Queen Elizaletb. Mrs. Green. 


I come now to ſpeak of, in the ſame tranſitory Man- 
ner Sir Bill: am D's: venant's Company, and of the Per- 
{ons who compos dit. Mr. Rhodes, as mention d be- 
fore, torm'd a Company, of which the following 
Names 15 a compleat Lift. 


MEN. Theſe Six acted 
Mr. Petrertom, WOMENS Parte 
$13 Pro, Mr. Ky naſton, 
L.cvcli James Nokes, 
Lilliſon. * Tt J. 
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1115 th1 Corapany itood in the Year 1642; but narv- ö 
ing Hot feceril of rhe Actors by Death, and ſome by 
Love, it was recruited in the Year 1673, by Mr. An- 
EU Leigh, Mr. Fevon, Mr. Perciva! - and * 


 Hiliiams who -zme in a Boy, and ferv'd Mr. [757115 ; 
— N Boman, a Boy likewiſe: Among the acw Wo? 
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men were Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Currer, Mrs. Butle,, and 
others. 

Though I may feem impertmently prolix, yet, by 
ſome, this 25 eric Ch roplcry will be thou ght not 
unneceſſary : ; and it ie, :n fact, a proper Introdu chon to 
hat Part of Thearrica I H ſte, ry, which ME: C. Cil ber 
has very copio fly related, and of which I al here 
give a Sort of an Abſtract; tor this, with wy Gown Ac- 
COUNT, will make 4 perieck Compendium of OE TE H 
tarr. Thus he writes - - | 

« In the Year 165 * when [| firſt came into this Com- 
pany, tlie principal Actors then at the Head of it were, 

Of MEN. Of WOMEN. 


Mr. Betterton, | Mrs. Betterton, 
Mr. Meuntfard, | Mrs. Barry, 


Mr. Kynafton, Mrs. Leigh, 
Mr. Sandford, Mrs. Butler, 
Mr. Notes, Mrs. — and 
Mr. Underhill, and ; Mrs. Braces "If dle. 
Mr. Leigh, | 
Bettertoa was an Actor as Cal, ſſtenr was an Aus 
« thor, both without Competitors, end for the mn- 
„ tal Aſſutance, and Illuſtration of e ich other „Genies 
_ Tt e one was born only to ſpeak v hat che other only 
neu to Write: But to 910 e a more clear Iden 05 Bin : 
eau have feen a Hauler, perhaps, who, on the fir. 
Appearance ot his Father's Spirit, h, 8 thy »wn hin! [els 
6c uf. all the ſtraining Voctferations requiſite to expre is 
Rage and Fury, and the Houſe %a thunder'd with 


„ Applaute, though the mifgaided Actor was regst; 
« 2 Paſſion into Rags. Now Pero rom threw tlas 
” N nto another FLAG : De open & it with a Paule 
«© of. mute Amufement, then 1 45 17 flowly to a fole an 
« trembling Voice, he made the Ghoſt equally terrible 
© to the SpeCtator as to himſelf; and in the defcr! 'prive 
14 


Part of the natural Emotions which rhe ghaſtly Vion 
0 gave, the Bold inc of his 2 ;pottalarions Were 11111 
« govern'd by Decency ; manly, but not braving ; bis 
Voice never riling into he leeming Outrage vr 
© wild Defiance of what he naturally re ber d. 


4) 3 . 2 
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« A farther Excellence Zerrerton' had was, that he 
could vary his Spirit to the different Characters he 


* ated : Thoſe wild impatient Starts, that fierce 
"and flaſhing Fire which he threw into Fr /pu; 


never came from the unrumed Temper of Brutus, 
(tor I have ſeen, more than once, a Brutus as warm, 
as 17orj rus.) When the Berreorton Brutus was pro- 
vox d in his Diſpute with Caſſas, his Spirit flew 
only to his Eye; his fteady Look alone fupply'd 


that Terror which he diiddin'd an Intempe rance of 


Voice thould rife ro, Thus with a ſettled Dignity 
(* * * * 7 -J, ; | 4 
ot Contempt, like an awnieedias Rock he repell'd 
upon himfelt the Foam of Cafſizs : Perhaps the 
V ords of Shck9/ ctr will better let you into my 
Meaning. 

nt T vive Hy ond Reom to vour raſb Choler ? 


1 * FS | 
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v4 1 J * cw 4 8 
CALLS 4 Iittle Att 13 


* —_— 2 9 16 0 * Nay TI HE . FX. . 9 4 — — 
A £& Pt 63 47 7. 116 Gi CALIELIS 4 ## on CN; Ge. 


— . 7 b 7 — = = 
But win WAUICEVer Oren? ry..OtT Nature we {ee the 
T 


cet ſhow, at once its Philoſopher and the Hero, 
vet the Image of the *<ctor's Excellence, unleſs Lan- 
(/ 


nage could pur Coiyurs into our Words to paint the 
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is an Impoſhbility. 

+ Betiiles theie Characters, he ſhewed an ex:r2: ral - 
ren in blowers ALEXANDER Ito a Alaze 
/ Almiration, vet the furious Fuſtian, and turged 
ee, ver the TUrIOUS Fuſtlan, and turged 
Rants in that Character he was ſenſihle gain'd a falle 


\pplaule only; tor he thought no Applauſe equal to 
an attentive Silence; that there were many Ways ot 
C.ecelving an Audience into a loud one, but to xeep 
mem Ni and quiet was an Applauſe which only 
Truth and Merit could arrive at. But if Truth and 
Merit were only applauded, how many notify Actor, 
uld ſhake their Plumes with Shame, who, from 
an in dictons Approbation of the Multitude, have 
Frutteu 53nd bawl'd in the Place of Merit. ag ® : 
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* had a Voice of that Kind which gave more Spirit to 
Terror than to the ſofter Paſſions, of more Strength 
* than Melody: The Rage and Jealouſy of Othello 
became him better than the Sighs and Tenderneſs of 
Caſtalio; for though in Caſtalio he only excell'd 
« others, in Othello he excell'd himſelf. The Perſon 
* of this excellent Actor was ſuitable to his Voice; 
wore manly than ſweet ; not exceeding the middle 
Stature; inclining to rhe Corpulent ; of a ſerious, 
** penetrating Aſpect ; his Limbs nearer the athletick 
than the delicate Proportion; vet, however form'd, 


there role, from the Harmony of the Whole, a com- 
© manding Mein of Majeſty hich the fairer-fac'd 

manding Mein of Majeſty, which the fairer-fac' 
40 


Darlings of his Time ever wanted ſomething to be 
« Maſters of. The lait Part he acted was Melautius in 
« the id, Tezely, for his own Benefit, when being 
« {uddenly ſeiz'd with the Gout, he ſubmitted, by ex- 
« traordinary Applications, to have his Foot fo tar re- 
lie v'd that he might be able to walk on the Stage 
in a Slipper, rather than wholly diſappoint his Au- 
dience: He was obſerv'd that Day to have exerted 2 
more than ordinary Spirit, and met with a fuitable 
* Apylaule ; but the — Conſequence of tamper- 
„ing with his Diftemper was, that it flew into his 
Head and kill'd him in three Days, in the 74th Year 
« of his Age.“ 

This is the chief Account which Mr. C/ er gives of 
7 -rrertoi ; he has indeed interipers'd ſeveral Theatric 
Gbfervations, which amount to nv more than they who 
ere can't read, and they who read can't ct. Mr. 
Ji ydou could not read his own Anphitrion; vet 
Nat. Lee, read his Scenes fo well, that Hun cry'd 
out, - - Unleſs I ere alle ro rrav my Part as 
ct. C a5 you READ i, 70 «ear Purpoſe fnould T rake 
ir © let Nur. Jie attempted to be an Actor, but ſoon 
Icft the Stage in deſpair ot making a profitable Figure 
there. | 

could, on this Head, add ſeveral curious Anecdotes 
of my «ea, and trom Fxperience in the Stage Affairs 
prove, that as lome who w77/e can't read, fo there are 
others who read that can't. vj ;724 and yer fume who 
can both rexd, act, and ite. - How far indeed theſe 


0 * 7 . 
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,, © ritiux, ating Qunlifcatious may be con- 
on 0 in One and the fame Perſon, this Apologeti 
Hiſt ory, as well as that of Mr. Colley Cibber, 5 
be ſome humble kind of Demonſtration of: Some in⸗ 
deed may think, that by theſe Memoirs wwe may Ia = 
9 4 Poſterity iu & ludicrons Liiſtre, and that ge Oblers 
ens and Digreions e chr, Nitbing; yet to 
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— Bat lt 2 Little. [ had fo mething to ſay on 
rhe above Neicription of PBerrer ton : It may be in the 
reateſt Lart, or even in the whole, juſt; yet is it not 
carrying the Flovium too tar, to thuik, nor Jlant, nor 

chun, nor any in their Compan! v, nor ſome "I 
them equal d 3 perhaps {urpaſs'd him? Mr. C- = 
{iys. none has ſince arrived at his Pertections th 


very poſſily mi be, yet very likely every ſucceed; Kees | 


will r! hink 1 in rue lame Manner of other Actors: As Mr. 
art and 10 1tn's Excellencics were forgot by Dezrec 
Nr. 3 770 5 n 5 when his tail 'd by! his Dear th, Mr. 
Fot was thought to be a very great t Succeſſor : in 
11 _ they w ho remember Hefterten, {hal their Heads 
at. Donath: they that are in tull : \[emory of Zl, with 
7 St Scorn ice tome 1meuer mn Perfo; 554. T3, w ho, ha if 2 
Ceontiiry hence, may be hi 192ly admir'd in th ir T urn, 


Provucice to * New Alevrs in the Profeſſion: II his. 


(what vou will, is 4 Prej dice ot Nature, the Im- 
© ons ue firſt receive are %o dee ply affecling, that 
„ „ having Judgment afterwards, it impoſes on it: 
| oc in rocatricel Aal are as im zperceptib:y 
obſting ely mmaint. i:n'd as thoſe in R. ligion; 
Ha 5 of the f t Repreſentation we tee, hat 
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By Education moſt Men are miſled, 
e fo believe becauſe we ſo were bred ; 


Te Prieft continues what the Nurſe be; gan, 
Aud thus the Child impoſes on the Man 


But really Berrerron, beſides his Excellencies of Ma- 
ture and Fulgment, and other great Advantages, for 
rough he is call'd an Original, he had ſeen all the 0¹⁴ 

Player 5, who were very excell: nt, and thoſe were re- 
membered who were Oyiginali of HH . — What 
Aid fach Remembrance might be, rake from the follow- 
To 2 Anecdotes. 

* * Inthe T ragedy of Hamlet, ſays old Downs, the 
Part of Hamlet was perform '4 by Mr. Berterron ; Sir 
* William D'avenant having ſeen Mr. Ter lor of the 
Bl: ck-Froars 3 act it, who us inſtructed by 
the Author, Mr. & bukeſpear, taught Mr. Fetterten in 
every Artict? of it, which, by his exact Performance 
ot it, gain'd him Eitec m and Reputation fuperlative 
to all other Plays.“ 

Thus again this ancient, but faithful Memotrift delt- 
vers himtelt concerning the Play of Zenry the Eighth. 

** 'The Part of the King was all new x ave d in a pro- 
per Habit, and ſo right d and juttly done by Mr. Hef ter- 
ton, he being inſtruQed in it * Sir JI Tl D ave- 
nant, who had it from old Mr. ren, that had his 
r ſtructions from Mr. Shak: [pear Hiiiſelſ, that I dare 

and will aver, none can or . ill come near him in this 

Age, in the Pertor mumce of that Fa: 

The Reader will obſerve, that in VH eien Memat- 
is, a Simplicity of! Seile in plain Narration too often 
occurs; but he will pardon this bold Ditregard for gram- 
matical Correctneſs, if, thro' our Rapidity of L ought, 
he inveſtigates the Meaning : : He will fee then how | in 
Hamlet Mr. Betteton came by that Jud gment, which Mr. 
Cher takes up, ſome Pages in extolling ; he will find 
thule Actors who have been Originals in Parts, are 
thought to have excell'd to the higheſt Degree: And 
Mr. Betterton might have been as excellent in thoſe 
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Parts in which he was an Original, as any other Actor 
before him; yet an Actor after him, who has an 
0717/17] Part, and conſequently thereby becomes an C;-j- 
Zinsl, may be thought ſo tar to excel, that few Actors, 
while he is remember'd, ſhall, with any equal, f 
dicicus Approbarion, ſucceed in that Part. On 
the whole, original Parts make an Actor, and they 
who have ſeen a perfect ſet of Actors, can only judge of 
lucceeding ones by them: The ; ; 


Laudator temporis acti 


Is not merely confin'd to old Men; by natural Prejn- 
dice we catch this Apurtenance to old Age, when we 
have ſcarce paſs d the Verge of Youth. But to cunclud - 
of Mr. Betrerton, with a greater Compliment than any 
other paid him, though the Epilogue to his laſt Benefit, 
wrote by Mr. Rowe, was a very good one, take this 
Deſcription of him from a Prologue of Di den. 

He, like the ſerting Sun, ſtill ſhoots a glimm'ry Ray, 


* 


Like encient Rome, majeſtic in Decay. 


Mr. C. Ciiber's long Digreſſion has led me into this; 
but as, in his Account of Hetterton, his Sentiments on 
theatrical ACtion are chiefly expreſs'd; I have venturU 
to ſubjoin theſe Sentiments of mine to his Account, that 
may not be fo tedious on this Subject in another Place. 
i ſhall now introduce his other drawn Characters, and 
* age uſe of the [ame Vehicles, wehich you ii , find 
ceiling in the next Chapter, to carry you through ti 2 
* reſt of your Fourney at Leiſure, --- tor all know, that; 


Placida narratio pro Vehiculo eſt. 


— 
—— 


Ide C. Cibber's Apology, p. 71. 
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Theatrical Characters, Quotations, Diſſertations, 


Annotations, Digreſſions, Expreſſions, Alluſtons 
collated, imitated, and related, with 
A few Words to critical Auditors. 


T was before obſerv'd, Women were not 
admitted on the Stage till after the Reſto- 
rat ion, vet, by the Litts I have given, you 
will find they were not ſo very ealily ſup- 
ply'd ; for in the Company where Better. 
ton Was A they were forc'd ſtill to put young Men 
into female Characters; and Mr. Kynaſton ſtands firſt in 
that motley Caſt; nor indeed had they any till Sir Vi- 
{iam D'ævenant brought them to that Company: On the 
contrary, the Old, or the Niug's Company under Kille- 
grerr, had at firit ſetting out ſome Women, who in the 
Summer of king Charles the Second's Keign, even 
when the Companies were 1n their higheit Proſperity, 
were thought inimitable: How hard then is it to fix un- 
limited Excellence to particular Perſons! . .. But of 
taete Male Women, Kynaſton was eſteem'd, being very 
young and handſome; and, according to Dyrzrnr;'s 
Phraſe“, g complear Female $1472-Beauty performing Hi. 
Parts ſo rell, efpectaliy Arthiope and Aglaura, Hart, 
greatly moving Compaſſion au Pity, that it is dum! 
* her any Women that ſurceeded him, jo ſenſibli 
rouch'd rhe Audicnce. . . . Benold the Doatage of [erwi/; 
Partieliiy! .... Mr. Cibber ſpeaks of his Beauty, and 
his performing Evadue in the AMaid's Tragedy, to 
which he lubjoins a facetious Incident, which thoſe Shit; 
once occaiton'd. ,. f King Charles coming to a Tragedy 
tooner than uluil, and was impatient to have. the Pec- 


Dines's Raſcius Anglicanss. 
ie C. Ciozer's Apology, p. 72. 
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formance begin, and ſent to know the Meaning of their 
Delay, the Maſter of the nN came to the Rox, 
and thinking the beſt excuſe would be the Truth, fairly 
told his Maſeſty, the Cn was not yet ſhav'd. The 
King laugh'd, and ſtaid till ker Majeſty could be effemi- 
nated, - - - But as tor Kynafon, he was fo beautiful, that 
the Ladi of Quality prided themſelves in taking him 
with them in their Coaches in this theatrical Habit, after 
the Play, which in thoſe Days began at four o' Clock; 
- - - Such a Cultom of the Ladies, of carrying tuch a 
handſome young Fellow, though in Petticoats, in their 
Coaches with them, without any Apprehenſion of Cen- 
fare, is as ſtrong an Inſtance as poſſible, to what Height 
the modiſh Gallantry of that Time was carried! 

But even on Mr. Muaſton's changing Sexes, that is, 
his Petticoats to the Buskin, and his Stays to the I'run- 
cheon, he ſtill remained famous: He had, it ſeems, a for- 
mal Gravity in his Mein, which in fome Characters be- 
came him. His Eye was piercing, and in Characters of 
heroick Lite, led, in his Jone of Voice, an imperious 
Viracity that truely depicted the Tyrant. In theſæ two 
Parts, Iſorat in Aurengacbe, and Mulay Aholoch in Sa- 
7141, he had a fierce Tyonu-lihe Majeſty, in his Utterance, 
that gave the Spectatot a Kind of trembling Admiration. 
- - - In Henry rhe Fourth he was a Matter of a different 
Majeſty, but of ſo true a Kind, that when he whiſper'd 
the tollowing Ine to Ti pur, 

Sud us your Priſoner, om vou'ss Fear of it, 

He conveyed more Menace than tne loudeſt Intempe- 
rance of Voice could ſwell to: Ryngſon, hike Sertertos, 
ſtrictly followed the Rules or Truth and Nature; yer, 
what ſeem'd ſurpriſing, they were as different in their 
Manner of acting as in their perſonal Form and Features. 
He ſtay'd roo long on the Stage, till his Memory and 
Spirits faibd him; his latter Imperfections were not his 
own, but thoſe of decaying Nature. 

* Mountford was a younger Man, tall, well-made, of 
agreeable Aſpect, fair, his Voice clear, full, and melo- 
dious: In Tragedy a mult affecting Lover; his Words 
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nad that Sofre/s, that 
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Jide C. Ciller's Apology, p. 75. 
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Like Fakes of feather 'd Show, 
They melted as they fell. 


In Comedy he gave the trueſt Lite to what we call 
the fine Genrlenian: in Scenes of Gaiety he never 
broke into the Regard that was due to the Preſence of 
equal or ſuperior Characters, though inferior Actors 
play'd them: He fill'd the Stage not by elbowing and 
croſſing it before others, or diſconcerting their Action, 
but by ſurpaſſing them in Jime and maſterly Touches 
of Nature: He never Jaugh'd at his own Jeſt, unlef the 
Punt of his Raillery requir'd it: He had beſides, ſuch 
a Variety of Genius, that he could throw off the Man 


of Senfe for the brisk, vain, rude, lively Coxcomb ; 


hence he excell'd in Sir Curtly Nice: His whole Man, 
his Voice, Mein, and Geſture was no longer Aſcuntſord, 
but another Perſon ; there the inſipid ſoft Civility, the 
elegant and formal Mein, the drawling delicacy of 
Voice; the ſtately Flatneſs of his Addreſs, and the 
empty Eminence of his Attitudes, were ſo nicely ob- 
{eried and guarded, that had he not been an entire Maſter 
ot Nature, had he not kept ki Judgment, as it were, 2 
Centinel upon himſelf, not to admit the leaſt Likeneſs 
of what he us'd to be, to enter into any Part of his Per- 
tormance, he could not poſſibly have fo compleately 
finiſh'd it. He was kill'd in the thirty-third Year of bis 
Age; the Accidents that more particularly attended kts 
Fall, are to be found at large, in the Trial of the Lord 
AMchun, printed among 7/5/e of the Hate, in Fig. 

* S:adjord was what Mr. Cibger, ſen. calls the Spaznc- 
let of the Theatre: An excellent Actor in diſagreeable 
Characters; that is, he was the Stage Villain; but this 
happen'd not ſo much by his own Choice as Neceſſity; 
for having a low crooked Perſon, ſuch budily Detects 
were too {trong to be admitted into great and amiable. 
Characters; ſo that in any new or reviv'd Play, it there 
was a hateful or miſchievous one, S had no Com- 
petitor for it. This perſonati g ot bad Charters re- 
quir'd as much Art and Judgment, as to have {2922 into the 
Applauſe of the Spectators by all the Throws and S- 
lings of Ambition, yet it was attended with this Dilem- 
ma, that an Audience never expected to lee him in a 


Jide C. Cillber's Apology, p. 73. 
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other: Nay, ſo far was this Prejudice carried which 
Mr. Cibber has heard was Fact: A new Play came on the 
Stage, in which Sandford play'd an honeſt State ſinan; 
the Pit fat out three or four Acts in a quiet ExpeCtarion, 
that the Honelty of Sandford ſhould, from his difem- 
bling it, (for they thought him a Rogue at the Bottom) 
ani mate the Scenes to come with Confuſicn : But finding 
him in Truth an honeſt Srareſman, they fairly damn'd 
the Play, as if the Author had impos'd on them a moſt 
fruitleſs Abſurdity. --- This oral Tradition has in it a 
Proof (as all oral Traditions have) that much Faith 15 
requir'd in the Reader: Might not the laſt Act in this 
Play have ſome other C2raff;ophe in it than Sandford 5 

roving an honeſt Stateſman? --- No, ſo the Story was 
3 and ſo it muſt be believ'd. 


3 Cre. ar Juda tus Apella 
Non ego. 


From Sxndford's being fo ſucceſsful a Stage Villian, 
the interior Actors thought his Succels owing to the De- 
fects of his Perſon, and trom thence, when they app-ar'd 
as Bravo's, and Murderers, made themſelves as tricht- 
tul and inhuman Figures as poſtble. --- In King Char lcs's. 
Time, lavs our anerdotiar Apolensft, this low Skill was 
carried to fuch Extravagance, that the King, who was 
black brow'd, and of a {warthy Complexion, pals'd a 
plealant Remark on obſerving the grim Murderers in 
Aſzcberh, when turning to his People in the Box, he 
ſaid, Pray what is the Aeanins that wwe never {ee 4 
Rogue tn a Play, but, God ssb, they clap rim on a uach 
Perixig * When it is well known one of the jreateſt 
Rogues in the Kingdom always wears A fair vue. ---- 
The King's Obſervation, favs Mr. C. Ci5cer, was juſt, 
tho' the King had been as fair as Aden. What 
Complexion that pretty Fellow Alouis had, 1 will not 
determine; yet 1 know not how it is, or what [Je2: 
People conceive of Hack; but it certainly has a very 
Horror-moving Aſpect : It may be a Trick of the Hag, 
and as ſuch luugh'd at, for I allow very great Raſcals 
may have very black Hearts, who wear very fair Pe- 
rakes: Mr. C. Cil len thinks his ſwarthy Majeſty alludell 
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to ſome great Man out of Power, and leave them to TPP 4 
at him, who remember the changing Complexion of tis 
Altniſters. - - This charming Obſervarion ſows the 
Folly of Alluſion; for ſuppole S9me-body now living, 
1740, had faid the ſaid Sentence, who among the pre- 
tent Miniſtry would dare fix on a Man who wore a light 
Wig: Their Eyes might indeed naturally be converted 
to that grear Man who wore the greateſt light- colour'd 
Wig, and ſo might gueſs at him - - who was a verw ho- 
neſt Man. - - - But tho' polnical miniſfteriel Inne un 
may be very juitly prov'd to mein ſomething, yet thea- 
trical Inuendoes are a mere Jy2niry of Y bought. --- Bur 
to digreſs from this Digreſſion, — and to enter into a- 
nother. - - Many Actors and Actreſſes have made it a 
Point to play a Character flatly written, becaulc t 
ſtood in the favourable Light of Honour and Virtun. 
A Lady, * Mr. Cibber, jen. lays, who was a Dame 
de Plefir on the Stage, ated a Part of impregnable 
Chaſtity, and bid the Ladies 
Study to live the Character T plarv. 
Yet this good Creature made ':#7 Pars: the had 
ſome illeguimate Iſſue, and her Chaſtiry of the Stage 
was not impregnable. Nianp are the fame kind of thez- 
tric Prudes now living, who are like enoagh to think that 
to {eem virtuous is fufficient for an Audience, and would 
make it a Point to be for half an hour moſt pure Virgins 
on the Stage, Whatever kind, coming, dear conferring 
Creatures they might prove after the Curtain had drop'd. 
I could enumerate ſome dai nt modern Proofs of this 
theatric Prudery ; but give me Leave to change un old 
Aporthegm 
De vi vis nil niſi lonum. 

To return to C. Cibber's De ſcription of S ; his 
Manner of Speaking vary'd from thoſe before deſcrib'd: 
* His Voice was acute, and had a piercing Tone, which 
truck every $1 liable diſtinctly upon the Far, and in his 
Look he muri. d to an Audience what he thought worth 
* more thon the:: ordinary Notice: Had he liv'd in Se- 
eau Time, I am confident his Judgment muſt have 
chole him to have play'd Richard ill, tor without confi— 


50 


© his Perſon; he had an uncouth Stateline ſs in his Motion; 
* a harſh ſullen Pride in his Speech ; a meditating Erow ; 
* a tern Aſpect, occationally changing into an aimoit la- 
* dicrous 'TIriumph over Goodneſs and Virtue : trum 
© thence falling into a moſt afluafive Sullenneſs and 
* ſoothing Candour of a deſigning Heart. 

This Actor MEP. C. Cibber mnated cloſely, and hit 
his Manner fo true in Richard rhe £ bird, that Sir 
John Fanabrugh ſaid, on his playing that Part, 774 
have his very Look, Cgit, and Speerh, and every Alo- 
tion of him; and have borrowed them all only to ſerve 
wou in that Character. They who remeniber Me. 
C:vber in that Part have a Copy of S 

- - - Exfede Herculem. = - - 


To delcribe the low Comedians, Mr. C:5ber makes 
a peculiar Apology, yet thus, atter it is over, he goes on: 

* Nckes had a Genius different from any read, hea; d 
of, or ſeen, fe or before his Lime; his Excellence a 
plain palpable Simplicity of Nature, that he was as unac- 
countably diverting in his common Speech as on the 
the Stage. This Simplicity, fo ealy ro Nokes, no one 
could ever catch: Teig and Under! have been well 
copied, though not equall'd, by others: But not all 
the mimical Skill of F/tcourt, nor my own, could reach 
the vis Comica of Nokes, though | never ſaw an Actor 
beſide himſelt whom I could not at leaſt fo far imitate as 
to give a more than tolerable Notion of his Manner. 
- - The Characters he ſhone in were, %% Aa; tin 
ar- all, Gomez in the Spaniſp Fryar, Sir Na 


Celly in Love in a Tub, Sofia in the Amphirricn, &c. 


Ec. G. This was the Effect of his Action; he 
never entered the Stage but he was receiv'd with an 
involuntary Applauſe, not by Hands, for they might 
be proftiruted and beſpoken, but by a Laughter (] 
if Coker could nor be proftituted) which his Sight pro- 
vok'd, and Nature could not reſiſt: His Perlon was 
of the middle Size; his Voice clear; his natural Coun- 
renance grave and ſober ; when he (poke, that ſeriouſ- 
nefs of Joakery was diſcharg'd, and a dry drolling 
Levity took ſuch full Poſſeſſion of him, that I can only 
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refer the Idea of him to your Imagination : In his 
low Characters that became it, he had a ſhuffling 
Shame in his Gait, with ſo contented an Ignorance in 
his Aſpect, and aukward Abfurdity in his Geſture, that 
had you not known him, you _ not have believ'd 
he had a Crain of common Senfe. , In a word, I am 
tempted to fum up the Character of Nokes, as a Come- 
dian, in a Parody of what S-2%*7/penr's Mark Antony 
{ays of Brutus as a Heroe, 


Hes Life tens Laughter, ond the Ludicrous 
S mix din bim, thet Nature might ſtrnd up 


And jay to all the NMorld -- This was an AZor. 


Leirh was of the mercurial Kind, not a ſtrict Im 
tator t Nature; yet not fo wanton in his Pertormance 
as to be wholly out of her Sight: In Humour he lose 
to rake 4 full Career, but was careful ro ftp ſhort waen 
Juſt upon the Prectpice : He fo excellli in the $9429 

p27, that the Duke of Dg/er had his Picture drawn 
in a whole Length in that Character by Kue, and 
the whole Portrait is extremely like him: He was 
much admir'd by King Hare, who us'd ro cali him 4s 
Ar. -- He died of the Fever a Week after }/2nrfo1 d, 
in December 1692. a 

ider hill was a natural Comedian, whoſe Excellence 
iy in Characters of {1:31 Life, the 1:8, te heavy, and 
the ſtupid; in ſome of theſe he loo d 45 1t it were 
not in the Power of human Paſſions to alter a Feature 
of them: A Countenance of Wood could not be more 
fix'd than his, when the Blocktead of 2 Character re- 
quired it: His Face was full and long; trom his Crown 
to End of his Nofe was the ſhorter Halt oft it; ſo that 
the Diſproportion of his lower Features, when ſoberly 
compoſed, with an unwanderins Fre hanging over 
them, threw him into the moſt lumpiſh moping Mortal 
that ever made Beholders merry; not but at other 
Times he could be awaken'd into Spirit equaily ridica- 
Ious : In the coa. le ruitick Humour of Juitice Ciodpote 
in Enfom Nells he was a deliphrin} Z;urc. His Age 
oblig'd him to leave the Stage ſome Years belore he 
died; he appeared once indeed in à Part he had been 
bamous for, the Greve-digger in Famer, but ceaſil. g to 
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be what he had been, his Infirmities were diſmiß'd with 
Pity : He ſoon alter died a ſuperannuated Penſioner of 
the Theatre. Thus far Mr. C. Cibber. 

The Characters of theie Actors are an Extract from 
the Apology of Mr. C. Cibler, and were the Imprefſivis 
he receiv'd in his Youth: How tar he may, or may not 
entertain a Prejudice from thence, I ſhall not here end- 
mine: They might be ſo very excellent, as he fays of 
Berterton, to excel] themielves: But might nor as 
great Deſcriptions be given of the chief Pertormers in 
Heart and Mohun's Company by fome other Hiltorian ? 
Or might not fame modern Hiltory give much fuch 
Characters of our preſent Aclors who are moſt in 
Vogue with the Town ? Surely ſuch an Attempt might 
not 7egrer the preſent or the future Reader: | Hall 
r:crefore in 4 future Chapter undertake ſo bold a Pro- 
vince, though the Tlat uc of my, Characters may be 
#1:qual to thoſe of the great Apologitt, which are aid 
to be of the profound Sublime : The fame Liberty 
which I have taken with Mr. Cib5c;'s Gentlemen 
I ſhall take with his Ladies, and for the fame Rew 
fon 1 have before given: After ſaying Porrel), Ler- 
bruggen, and Iilliams were not worth {peaking of, he 
comes to | 

Mrs. Barry, who was in Poſſeſſion of molt of the 
chief Parts of Tragedy: How ſhe exccll'd in them you 
nay judge from Mr. Oryden's laying in his Preface to 
Cleomenes, the had gain'd a Reputation beyond any V o- 
man he had {zen on the Stage; which Mr. C:C5er corro- 
borates with his own Judgment. Mrs. Ban, it ſeems, 
did not arrive at this Maturity of Power and Judgment 
till ſhe was more than a little paſt her Youth ; whence 
our Apologitt obſerves, that the ſvo7t Life of Beou'y 
i not long enoug/) to form a complete Ates. The 
Fame Mrs. Barry arriv d to, is a Proot of the DuFiculty 
in ſudging with Certainty whether any young People 
will ever make any great Figure in a Theatre; tor 
Mrs. Barry was diſcharg'd at the End of the Year as an 
uſeleſs Expence. Mrs. Oldtcld had been above a Year 
before ſhe gave any Hope of her being an Achte, 0 
unlike to all Manner of Propriety was her {peaking : 
But however, both made themielves complete Miftrœtes 
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of their Art, by the Prevalence of their Underſtand- 
ing. 

Mrs. 2 ur, in Characters of Greatneſs, had a Pre- 
ſence of elevated Dignity ; her Mein and Motion, ſu- 
perb, and gracefully majeſtic; her Voice full, clear, 
and trons, to that no Violence of Paſſion could be too 
much for her : And when Diitrels or Tenderneſs pol- 
tefled her, ſhe tlubfided 1 into the molt affecting Melody 
and Sofinebs : Of tne former ot theſe Exce llencies ſhe 
gave the moſt delightſal Proofs in all the heroic Plays 
of Dryden and Lee : and in the latter, in the ſofter 
PaMons of Otway's AMontmia and Belvidera. In 
Scenes of Anger, Defiance, and Reſentment, while ſhe 
was impetuous and terrible, ſhe pour'd out the Senti- 
ment with enchanting I. mony. She was the firſt 
e n whoſe Merit was d 'iſtinguiſhed by the Indul- 

ence of having an annu: ene t Play, which was 
2 — to her in King Fmos the 24's Time, and be- 
came not in common to others till the Divifion of the 
Company after the Death of King Milllam's Queen 
AP: * Thi is great Act: tels ded toward the latter End 
(t Queen Aan: The Year, ſays our Hiſtorian, you 
my 2uel3 ar, by an Expreiſion which fell from her in 
Blank Y "erle when ſhe was delirious : 


Ha! ha aul jo 25 make us Lords Ly Dozens ! 


Mrs. Berterion was, in the Year 1692, when Nr 
Ciòber fentor firſt came bon the ) age, far advanc'd in 
Years, yet 0 great 2 Miſtre s of Nature, that even 
Mrs. 2 ry, who ated Lady Macherh afier her, coul 
not, in that Part, with her fi: berior Strength and Melody 
of Voice, theow our thoſe quick and careful Strokes of 
Jerror from the Dilorder of a gmlty Mind, which the 
other gave us with a Facility in her . Manner, that ren- 
dered them at once tremend: 1s and delightful : Tims 
could not impair her Skill, though it had brought her 
Perſon to Decay : She * to the laſt the Admiration 
af all true Judges of Nature and SHHakeſpear, in 
whole Plays fie chiefly excel!'d without a Rival: She 
WAS 2 Woman of an unblemith'd {ber Life, and had 
the Honour to teach Queen Aue, when Princeſs, th 
Part of Szmandra in Mit, * tei, Whien Jhe 2Red at 
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court in Kg Charis's Time: Aſter the Death of 
Mr. Pore: 19 55 her Husband, that Piseſ, when 
Que , order'd her a Penſion for J. ite, but Ihe liv'd 
not to receive but one half Year of it. 

Mrs. Leigh, the Wife of Mr. Leigb the Comedian 
before-mentioned, had a droll Way of dreſſing the 
pretty Foibles of ſuperannuated Beauties : She had in 
herſelf a good Deal of Humour, and knew how to 
infule it into the affected Mothers, Ants, and affected 
ſtale Maids, that had miſs'd their Warket : In theſe the 
was extremely entertaining, and painted, in a livehy 
Aſanner, the blind Side of Nature. 

Mrs. Butler was recommeuded to the Stage by King 
Charles: She was the Daugiter of a decay'd Knight, 
and proved a good Actreſs, and was beſides in thoſe 
Days allowed to Sing and Dance in Perfection: In ſpeak- 
ing her ſweet-ton'd Voice, with her naturally genteel 
Air, and her ſenſible Pronunciation, rendered her wholly 
Miſtreſs of the Amialle in many ſerious CharaGers : In 
Parts of Humour ſhe had a Manner of blending her 
aſſuaſive Saſtneſs, even with the Gay, the Lively, and 
Alluring ; as in the fee. nd Conflantia in the Chances, 
in which Mrs. O!dfiet's lively Performance did not 
equal hers: She having only 40 Shillings a Week, and 
being denied the Addicion of ten more, ſhe went with 
Mr. Afbury to Dublin, who offered her any Condi- 
tions, 

Mrs. Afontford, whoſe ſecond Marriage gave her the 
Name of Ferbruggem, was a Miſtreſs of more Variety 
of Humour than 1 ever knew in any one Woman 
Actreſs: "i his Variety was attended with equal Vivacity, 
which made her excellent in Characters extremely dif- 
ferent. Nothing, though ever ſo barren, if within the 
bounds of Nature, could be feat i in her Hands : She was 
fond of Humour, in What low Part ſ{cver found, and 
would make no Scruple of defacing her fair Form to 
come heartily into it; for when the was eminent in 
ſeveral deiirable Characters of Wit aud Humour, ſhe 
would deſcend om high Lite into low Characters with 
as much Fancy az when triumphing in all the Airs and 
vain Graces cf a fine Lady: In a Fly of D'arfer's, 
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call'd the JYeftern Laß, which Part ſhe acted, ſhe tran ſ- 
formed her whole Being, Body, Shape, Voie, Lan- 
guage, Look, and Features into almoſt another Animal, 
with a ftrong Devonſhire Digect, a broad laughing 
Voice, a poking Head, round Shoulders, an unconceiv- 
ing Eye, and the moſt bedizz ning dowdy- Dreſs, that 
ever covered the untrain'd Limbs of a Jaan Trott. To 
have ſeen her here you -would have thought it had been 
impoſible the fame Creature could ever have been re— 
covered, to what was eaſy to her, the gay, the lively 
and defirable. Nor was her Humour limited to her Sex, 
us while her Shape permitted, ſne was a more adreit 

* pretty Fellow than is uſually ſeen upon the Stage: 
Her eaſy Air, Action, Mein quite chang'd from the 
Coif to the cock'd Hat and Cavalier in Faſhion. People 
were ſo fond of ſeeing her a Man, that when the Part 
of Bays in the Rehearſal had for ſome Time Jain dor- 
mant, ſhe was deſired to take it up, which ſhe acted 
with all true coxcombly Spirit and Humour, that the 
Sufficiency of the Character requir's. 

After an Apclogy which the Apalagiſt makes for de- 
ſcribing Mrs. Bracezirdle now living, he introduces her 
into his Apology, which is ſufficient Authority tor me 
to give an Abſtract of that Paragraph in mine. 

Mrs. Bracegirdle was now | 1690 ] blosming to her 
Maturity, her Reputation as an Actreſs gradually riſing 
with that of her Perſon: Never was any Woman in 
ſuch general Favour, which to the laſt Scene of Drama- 
tick Life the maintained by not being unguarded in her 
private Character. - - This Difcretton made her the 
Cara, the Darling of the '' hcatre : She had indeed no 
2 Claim to Beauty than the moſt defirable Brunette 

ight pretend to; but her Youth and lively Aſpect 
— out ſuch a Glow of Health and Chearfulneſs, 
that on the Stage few Spectators that were nat paſt it, 
could behold her without D-fire. In all the chief Parts 
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She was thought ſo excellent in theſe Characters and 
ang chat Mr. Southern wrote the Comedy call'd Sir Anthony 
de (which Character the pe form'd) on purpoſe tor her. 
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the acted, tlie D:ſrrable was fo predaminant. that ns 
Judge cond be cold encugh to confider from what ether 
23 Excellence ſbe became delightful. -- To ſpeak 
critically of an ACreſs, extremely good, were as ha- 
zardous as to be poſitive in ones Opinion of the beſt 
C'pera Singer: We can only appeal to 72% , and of 
Taſte there can be no diſputing : I ſhall therefore only 
ſay, that moſt eminent Authors always choſe her for 
their favourite Character, and ſhall leave that Proof cf 
her Merit to its own Value. 

She retir'd from the Stage in the Height of her Fa- 
vour, when moſt of her Cotemporaries ſhe 2 bred up 
with were declining, in the Year 1710. She play'd 
once after the Part of Angelica in Love 'for Love, for the 
Benefit of her old Friend Mrs. Bettert;n 

Here Mr. Celliy Cibber cloſes his Account of theſe 
memorable Actors, of which I have given a Quotation 
of great Fidelity, as to the Matter of Fact chiefly con- 
tainꝰd; but many are the Prettineſſes, Daintineſſes, 
Rhotrical Flowers, vivifying Images, Floods of fine 
Language, and Rapidities of "Wir, which are all like 
his 3 E manation of Beauty, they Arite you into 
a Regard that has ſomething different from Reſpcct. As 
J am to greatly indebted to kim for this Chapter, I ſhall 
tollow my old Way, and, till we ſettle Accounts, ſtill 
run miyſelt more into his Books; therefore, what he 
Jays from * ard to the critical Auditors, T will 
err Les or Tee, and then again digreſs to myſelf. 

7”. ay Accra nt may inform or aſſiſt the Judgment 
e of tuture Speétators, it may be of Service to their 
Lullick Frntertzinnients ; for as their Hearers are, fo. 
will the Actors be, worſe or better, as true or falſe 
Tt atte applauds or diſcommends them. Hence only 
can our Thcatres improve or mult degenerate: Yet 
© there is another Point which I recommend to the 
Conſideration, which is, that the extreme Severity 
with which they damn a bad Play, ſeems fo terrible a 
$5 Warning to thoſe whoſe untry'd Genius might here- 

after give them a good one: But tne Vivacity of our 
modern Criticks is of late grown fo riotous, an un- 
65 ſucceſsful Author has no more Mercy ſheyn him then 
Ch A 
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©© A notorious Cheat in the Pillory : Every Fool, the 
„ loweſt Member of the Mob, becomes a Wit 
« this is the Caſe, while the Theatre is fo tu“ 
4 Sea, and fo infeſted with Pirates, what Poetical Nie. 
< chant of any Subſtance would venture to trade in it. 
„In a Word, theſe Criticks ſeem to me like the Lions 
„ Whelps in the Tower, who are ſo boifterouſly game- 
© ſome at their Meals they daſh down their Bowls of 
<< Milk brought for their own Breakfaſt.” 

J have a Word alſo to give to theſe critical Auditors, 
theſe Lion-Cubs, theſe Pirates in our Seas; but that 
will fall more naturally in ſome ſubſequent Chapter, 
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CHAP. Vl. 


a 3; 8 
A State of the Stage contiuu'd. 


AVING reſolv'd to make theſe Memoirs 
in ſome Manner contain the Util! Dulci, 
what by Abftracts from Mr. C:bber's Hiſtory, 
nnd what by my own Hiflory, the Readers 
will find a ſuccinct Account of the Stage, from the 
Year 1660 to 740. I fhall not indeed prove ſo de- 
ſcanting an Author as that great Min, yet my compen- 
dious Breviary may be of ſume Uſe and Entertainment: 
Of his elaborate Lucubrations mine are but an Epitome : 
Let him be the Trogus Pompeius of the Stage, I am con- 
tented to be the Zr/tinus. 

I am now entering into that Part of the Hiſtory, 
where the Theatre fell frequently in Labour of Revo- 
lutions. In 1690 the Stage was under the Government 
of united Patentees, who had under them fo compleat a 
5:t of Actors as has been deſcribed: yet they were 
weak cnough, or the Taſte of the Publick was fo weak, 
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2s to Force them to it, to exhibit Spectacle; and the 
Expences they were at in Dioc/fran and King Arthur 
{though ſeemingly ſucceſsful) were ſo great that they 
run into Debt, which found Work for the Court of 
Chancery twenty Years following: Theſe Exhibitions 
of Spectacle made Plays of Courfe neglected, Actors 
held cheap and flightly drefs'd while Singers and 
Dancers were hetter paid and cider d: Theſe Mea- 
ſures of Courſe created Murmurings on one Side, and 
ill Humor and Contempt on the other, When it be- 
came neceſſary to leſſen the Charge, Reſolution was 
taken to begin with the Players "Rh Netes, Mant- 
5rd and Le: gh all died this fame Year, yet they choſe 
rather to diſtreſs the ſurviving Actors than encourage 
them. To bring this about, ſome of Betterton's Parts 
were given to Powell, and ſome of Mrs. Barry's to Mrs. 
Bracegirdle. - - Powell accepted Betterton's, but Mrs. 
Bracegirdle denied Barry's. Bettertan on this form'd 
one Aſſoclation and the Patentees another. During theſe 
Contentions, Treaties of Peace were offered by the Actors, 
but haughtily refuſed by the other. The Public k, na- 
turally more byats'd to the Actors, whom they ſee and 
are pleas'd by, than Patentees whom they never ce, 
fupported their Intereſt ; and Perſons of the higheſt 
Diſtinction entertained the King in his Circle about 
Affairs of the Theatre. About this Time Queen Mary 
died, and on ſuch Occaſions all publick Divertions ceaſe. 
Better tit and his Adherents had now Leiſure to follicit 
Reurc ſk, and collected a Company, the Patentees being 
arced to- accept fuch Actors as were the Leavings of 
Far, On this the Patentees engag'd Powell and 
Ferb>::e#, and rais'd them from two to four Pounds a 
Week; aud beſides the other Leavings were Mr. C. 
Citier; yet they were forc'd to recruit, and beat up 
ter Voluintcers in diſtant Counties, which brought John- 
Ven and Hullocł into the Service of the Theatre Royal : 
"orces thus rais'd, they open'd the Campaign: Betterton 
by Subſcription at the Lincolns-Inn-Fields Teunis-Court, 
the Patyntces at Drury-Lane, who took the Ficld firſt, 
Air. Cite writing their opening Prologue, having no 
better Poct: That memorable Day being, as he ſays, 
* the 
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© the Day his Muſe brought forth her firſt Fruit that 
© was ever made publick; how good or how bad im- 
ports not, but he receiv'd for it two Guineas, not 
« being ſuffered to ſpeak it himſelf.” The Patentees 
went on but lamely againſt the new Colony of Actors, 
who were like the Common-wealth of Holland divided 
from the Tyranny of Shin: But the Simile, accord- 
ing to the Apologiſt, is but very little farther a Simile, 
for they found in a ſhort Time they were never worſe 
govern'd than when govern'd by themſelves: They be- 
gan to conſult private Intereſt more than the general 
Good; and though ſome Deference was paid to Betterton, 
ſeveral wanted to govern in their Turns: But is nor 
the ſame Infirmity in States © - = Dggget could not with 
Patience look on the cy Trains and Plumes of Tragedy, 
in which knowing himſelf to be uſeleſs, he thought a 
vain Extravagance; which when he could not oppoſe 
he came over to Drurz-Lane. - - Bettertin's Company 
began at laſt to loſe Ground, nor was Drury-Lane Com- 
pany in very great Proſperity; yet the Patentees had 
found out a Remedy againſt a thin Houſe, viz. + Never 
to pay their People when the Meney did not come in, ner 
then neither but in ſuch Prapertian as ſuited their Con- 
veniency. | 

Such was the Fortune of both Companies, when our 
| Maſter, who had praQis'd the Law, and therefore 
loved à Storm better than fair Weather, thinking the 
Quality rather prefer'd the other Company than ours, 
relolv'd to ingratiate himſelf with their Domeſticks, and 
open'd a Gallery fer the Footmen gratis, who were 
never before admitted into it till the fourth Act was 
over: This he thought would cet us a good Word in 
their reſpective Families, and incite them to come all 
Hands aloft into the Crack of our Applauſcs. Hence 
aroſe this Cuſtom, which ripen'd into Right, and be- 
came the moſt diſgraceſul Nufance that ever depreciated 
a T hcatre. 


—— 
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C. Cibber's Apology. T Ditto, p. 134 
Mr. R—5, Father of the preſent Maker oi ( 
T hcatre. 
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About this Time ir. Wilis came from the Dubiiy 
Company to Drum Lane Theatre : He firſt commenced 
an Actor by performing ina private Play at Dublin, of which 
Country he was a Native: He had been on Drury-Lane 
Stage before, but quitted it to go to Ireland, not riſing 
in Parts there according to his Ambition : On his Re- 
turn, in 1696, Afcntfeord was dead, and Powel! in his 
Chicf Parts, and the only Actor that flood in 1/ls's 
Wav: They ſoon became avowed Rivals, and without 
quoting their every Quarrel for Parts, be it ſufficient to 
'ay, that /7#s by Induſtry, Care, and Sobriety, gain'd 
the Favour of the Publick, which P:well, with more 
Merit, by his Neglect and Intemperance forſcited. 

On this Narration the Apologift obſerves, that an 
Actor is diſeſteemed or favoured on the Stage, more or 
leſs, according as he has or has not a due Regard to his 
private Life and Reputation: Nay, falſe Reports ſhall 
affect him, and become the Cauſe or Pretence of uſing 
kim injuriouſly: He gives this Inſtance in Regard to 
limlelt. 

After the Succeſs of the Beggars Opera, I was 
<* ſo ſtupid to attempt, the following Year, ſomething 
of the fame Kind, on a quite different Foundation, 
© to recommend Virtue and Innocence: My 'new- 
** fangled Performance was call'd, Love in @ Riddle, 
and was as vilely damn'd and hooted at, as fo vain 4 
«© Preſumption in the idle cauſe of Virtue cou'd deſerve : 
© [ will grant the Beggars Opera had more skilfully 
„ oratify'd the publick Taite than all the brighteſt Au- 
* thors before him. The fame Author wrote a Second 
* Part to his Beggars Opera, and tranſported his Heroe 
© beyond Sea; but this was forbid to come on the 


Stage. Soon after this Prohibition ) Performance 


© was to come on the Stage: Great Umbrage was taken 
„ that I] was permitted to have the whole Town to 
© myſelf, by this abſolute Forbiddance of what they 
© had more Mind to be entertain'd with. And ſome 
© Days before my Bawble was aCted, I was inform'd a 


— - — — 


C. Crvrr's Apology, p. 141. 


* 
Fl 


— —ñ—— —— 


ce 


[ 6x ] 


ſtrong Party would be made againſt it: A Report it 
ſeems had ran againſt me, that to make Succeſs tor 
my own Play, I had privately found Means or Intereſt 
that the Second Part of the Beggars Opera ſhould be 
ſuppreſs'd; as if I, a Comedian, had been of Conſe- 
quence enough to influence a great Officer of State to 


rob the Publick of an innocent Diverſion (F it were 
fuch) that none but that cunning Comedian might 
entertain them: --- But againſt blind Malice, and 
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/taring Inhumanity, whatever is upon the Stage has 


no Defence ! There they knew I ſtood helpleſs and 
expos'd.---I had not conſider'd, paar Devil, that from 
the Security of a full Pit Dunces might become Wits, 
Cowards valiant, and Prentices Gentlemen. Whe- 
ther ſuch were concern'd in the Murder of my Play 
T am not certain ; I never endeavour'd to diſcover any 
of my Aſſaflins ; I cannot afford them a better Name, 


from their unmanly Manner ct deſtroying it: It 


faintly held up its wounded Head till the ſecond 
Day, and would have ſpoke for Mercy, but was not 
ſuffered: The Preſence of the Royal Heir appa- 
rent could not protect it. I therefore, to ſtop their 
Clamour, quitted the Actor for the Author, and told 
them, That fince they were nt inclined this Ply 
Haul go farther, I gave them my Merd that after 
this Night f Hou li never be ated again; but that in 
the mean Time I hoped they would confeder in 0 
Preſence they were, and for that Reaſon at leaj? 
would ſuſpend what farther Marks of Diſpleaſure 
they might think I had deſerved. --- After a dead 
Silence and ſome little Pauſe, fome few Hands ſigni- 
fy'd their Approbation. --- When the Play went on 
I obſery'd about a dozen Perſons, of no extraordinar- 
Appearance, ſullenly walk'd out of the Pit, after 
which every Scene of it met with Applauſe - - - - 


But it came too late: Peace ts its Hang. Now tho” 


this was the only Tumult that I had known to have 
been ſo effectually appeas d, in fifty Years, by any 
Thing that could be ſaid to an Audience in the ſans 
Humour; yet it was no Merit in me, becauſe, when 
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*© like me you ſubmit to their doing you all the Miſchief 
they can, they will at any Time be ſatisfied. 

I have been more particular in the Length of this Que- 
ſtion, as it contains a curious Anecdote on damning Love 
in a Riddle, and carries this Moral, that a Suſpicion of 
an Actor's doing a baſe Aion, may lay him open to very 
ſevere and unjuſt Puniſhments from an Audience : T his 
unjuſt Treatment, not three Seaſons ago, became a cer- 
tain Actor's Fortune to meet: The Affair was of 2 pri- 
vate Nature, and therefore was thought a publick Aud:- 
ence had noRight to take it under their Cognizance : 
The Affair was this. 

There was a certain Lady, - - a very fine Lady, 
to whom an Actor was once ſo fatally ally'd that the 
Law gave her a Privilege to call him Husband. --- Huſ- 
band! -- O fatal Name! This Lady was young, beauti- 
ful, ſenſible, and virtuous when this Actor fell in Love 
with her : She had appear'd on the Stage as a Singer, and 
was eſtecm'd an admirable one. This Actor, who was at 
that Time at the Head of the theatric Revolution, zu hich 
brought back the old Drary-LaneActors to their old Houſe 
at Drury-Lane,thought this young Woman had ſo much 
of the amiable and virtuaus in her, that without any 
other Conſideration, ade her his Wife. What connubial 
Love and Harmony ſubſiſted ſometime between them, 
thoſe only can judge of whote Hearts have felt the inexprei- 
ſible Delights of a ſincere and mutual Union. But 
alas, how ſhort is all human Happineſs! - - The Lady 
began to grow more cool in her Aﬀections to her Hut- 
band than her Duty, her Honour, or her Intereſt, ought 
to have ſuffer d her. Her Heart was eſtrang'd, and 
foreign Inclinations contaminated her Sou}, - - What 
can be ſaid, when ſo much Innocence ſhould plunge ſud- 
denly and raſhly into Vice! - - But alas! 


Frailt;, thy Name is Woman /! 


This domeſtic Unhappineſs of the Actor brought on 
others: Negligent of every Thing, his Affairs grew 
worſe, and he was at laſt compell'd to baniſh himſelf to 
another Kingdom, til! Meaſures were taken to make 
his Creditors eaſy, During his Abſence this. bad Wo- 


nian 


63 


man carried on a Correſpondence of the moſt criminal 
Nature, and ſpread every falſe Report to injure him in 
the tendereſt Point, his Honour, that witty Malice could 
invent, or the damnedit Fiend perpetrate ; it was report- 
ed her Husband was not only privy to, but the willing, 
procuring, pandering Promoter of her Crimes, and his 
en Infamy. = - - Good God! - - What will not Ini- 
quity ſuggeſt, and Uncharitableneſs believe? --- Although 


I is a Kind of Slander ta truſt Rumour. 


Yet this vile Notion too far prevail'd, as you will im- 
mediately fee. - - The Seaſon of acting was now 
pretty far advanc'd, and this Actor, as returned to his 
Employment, was to do his Duty, and get his Lively- 
hood at the Theatre, "The Night came on he was to ap- 
pear ; and tho” it had been bruited about the Town, that 
becauſe he was a willing Cuckold, there was a very vir- 
tus Party form'd to drive him off the Stage, and not 
ſuffer him to appear again ; he paid little Regard to this 
Rumour, conſcious of his Innocence, But the poor De- 
vil found himſelf miſtaken. The Hauſe was very early 
crowded, and the harmonious diſcordant Concert of 
Catcals, Mhiſile, &c. Sec. began to play before the Cur- 
tain drew up. - - Well, - - though the Actors were 
all frighten'd, the Play began with Calmneſs and Ap- 
plauſe ; but this was only a Prelude to the Battle: When 
the Scene came in which he was to appear, there was a 
dead Silence, till he popp'd his poor Head from behind the 
Scenes, then at once the Hurley-Burley began, Volleys 
of Apples and Potatoes, and ſuch vile Traſh, flew about 
his Ears. He retir'd, the Storm ſubfided ; he advanc'd, 
it began again. - - In the moſt humble Geſture and 
Addreſs, he made a Motion to be heard ; it was all in 
Vain, and he was once more pelted off. --- But what caa 
geſcribe, in thoſe dreadful Moments, the Anguifh of his 


Heart? Who can conceive the various Agitations of his 


Soul? - - - Grief, Rage, Reſentment, Horror, De- 
ſpair mix'd with Reſolution, were all at once fermenting 
in his Boſom. - - But determin'd to go through the 


Play, he went through it amidft the greateſt Uproar that 
ever was heard ſo long a Space in a Theatre, and by 3 


* Vide Motto to Leuers from a Hushand to a Wite, Oc. pul- 
liſt'd by Mr. 7. C. | | 
conf. 
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confident Heart he ſurmounted what many of leſs Reſo- 
lution would have ſunk under. 

For ſome time after, every Joke in a Part he him 
ſelf ſpoke, or if, when he was on the Stage, any Thing 
was ſaid that alluded to Cuckoldom, the Joke wa: 
made alluſive to him, and the Audience had their 
Laugh. This could be born, and he knew it 
would die away of itſelf. But on a Trial in Relation tc 
his Wife's Infamy, ſomething gave Offence to a noble 
Colonel in the Army, who, to revenge a ſuppos'd Affront. 
Taiſed a Poſſe againſt the er, and from the Boxes began a 
new Attack, and were determin'd he ſhould appear nv 
more on the Stage, till he had given the Gentleman Sa- 
tisfaction, by making a publick Recantation : All At- 
tempts were made to get over this; ſome the Ryze 
Family came, but their Preſence was not thonght of 
Sanction enough to curb the Infolence of /:»:- Per ple, 
and an obſcure Thing of an Hater performing his Part. He 
was at laſt forc'd, out of prudential Reaſons, not from any 
Conviction of his Error, to give the Culonel the Satiſ- 
faction of 2 publick Recantation; and ſo that Affair 
drop'd. 

I could enumerate ſeveral other Inſtances of my own, 
where my private Conduct and Character have laid me 
under a publick Cenſure; but as the two Inſtances I 
have quoted are the moſt material, and freſh in every 


one's Memory, they may be thous ht ſufficient to prove 


that the Publick, or rather ſome of the Publick, will aſ- 
fume a Liberty over a Player's private Life and Actions. 
But now, Reader, let your Memory return ſome Page 
or two back, and, to carry on a Connection, remember 
the Reaſon why Will, gain'd a Superiority over Pæwell . 
«+ There are other Inſtances, ſays the apologetical Hi- 
5 ſtorian, of the Reward and Favour which in a The- 
atre, Diligence and Sobriety ſeldom fail: ls the el- 
der, grew into the Friendſhip of Hills, with not a 
*+ great deal more than their uſeful Qualities to recom- 
«© mend him: With this Aſſiduity, and this Friendſhip, 
he was advanc'd to a larger Salary than any Man- Actor, 
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BE 
* during my Time on the Stage The Contempt and 
Diſtreſſes of Powel ſtruck Booth with ſuch a Terror of 
his Example, that though he had been a frank Lover 
of his Bottle, he immediately reform'd, for which, 
both in his Fame and Fortune, he enjoy'd the Reward 
and Benefit. 

I muſt here add a living Inſtance of what Care and i in- 
de fatigable Induſtry will do: The younger Mills, not 
to take from him the Merit he has, is not equal to the 
late Mr. Mill: When he was a young Actor he follow- 
ed his Father's Steps, and being endow'd with a prodigi- 
ous Memory, would get Parts of very great Length, 
which then he had not a diſtant View of ever perform- 
ing: This Talent, and his Application to his Buſineſs, 
made him, in a Courſe of 'I'ime, become zſæful, which 
in a Theatre is the beſt Recommendation. On his ſuc- 
cceding to many of Mr. 7's Parts, the Town look'd 
on him in a very indifferent Light; but his being always 
thoroughly perfect, and improving by Encouragement 
and Application, many Prejudices inſenſibly wore away, 
and now he is ſcen in Mr. Mille's Parts not without Ap- 

robation. 

I muſt here ſpeak of H: When TI firſt came on the 
Stage the Town had very little Hopes of me, nor did I 
fling out the Profi of any great Genius, yet J was in- 
duſtrious and obſervant of my Buſineſs on the Stage, and 
did all in my Power to become any Way uſeful. I re- 
member, that for Want of a better Performer, I under- 
took to be the Harleguin, and as few knew who it really 
was, I was received with more Applauſe than I could 
have: 1 imagin'd ; ſufficient enough, it I had not had an in- 
born Contempt for fuch Mummery, to have rais'd my 
Vanity: Nor was this my only Succeſs in Pautomime; 
every one who remembers Dactor Fauſtns at Drury-Lane, 
muſt remember the Statue : „ All the Pantomimical Mo- 
tions of this magic Statue | had a good Effect in that Scene; 
they ſurpriz'd, "they ele" 47 they pleas'd, and were 
applauded: I had the Honour to animate that Statue, yet 
as the Applauſe I receiv'd was falſe, I receiv'd it not as a 
Tribute to the Merit of an Actor, but the Tricks of a 
Scaramauch, or Sadler's Mell. Tumbler: As T had ſet my 

F Father, 


1 
Father, and other firſt Rate Actors for my Exemplar, be- 


fore my Eyes, I had Ambition enough to attempt theit 
Parts, and ſay to Poſterity, 


Exegi monumentum ære perennius. 


T have from this Principle all along puſh'd forward for 
the Goal of theatric Fame, and throughout my Charac- 
ter, as an Actor, have kept to the ſibi conſtet; for what 
other Failures and Follies ſoever I might be guilty propria 
perſona, yet in my perſona perſonata on the Stage, I have 
done every Endeavour to pleaſe; nor can my Enemies 
fay that I ever came before an Audience imperfect, or 
inebriated: If I have ſometimes miſtook my Talents, 
and appear'd in Characters to which I was unequal, I 
hope and believe the Candour of the Town will excuſe 
that Ambition, if in ſome others I give them any Plca- 
ſure. 

To digreſs from this Apo/ogy to my theatric chronsl;- 
gical Hiſtory, to underſtand which, after ſo many inter- 

vening Paragraphs, ſee the ſuccin&t Account. From 
1660 to 1684, the King and Duke's Companies had va- 
rious Fortunes till they united: After that, the Actors 
Characters in 1690 are given; a Revolution happen'd 
again in 1695, and after various Changes of theatric Mi- 
nijters, Stage Cabals, Patentee Oppreſſions, (too nume- 
Tous to be extracted from Mr. C. Cibber's Hiſtory, as 
they conſiſt chiefly of Clit- Chat, and P Amuſements and 
Gayete de Ceur) they united at the Union *, - - - - - 
% Held, let me ſee. - - - Ay, it was ſo: I am right in 
* my Chronology, for the Play of Hamlet being play'd, 
*< ſoon after, Eftion/t, who then took upon him to ſay 
any Thing, added a fourth Line to Shakeſpear's Pro- 
*© logue to the Play in that Play, which originally con- 
© ſiſted but of three; but Ef:on/t made it run thus. 


& Far us, and fer our Tragedy, 
«© Thus fooping to your Clemency, 
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[This being a Year of Unity] 
Mie beg your Hearing patiently. 


The private Policies, Law-Suits, Converſations, &c. 
&c. &c. | pak over, and come to the Patent which was 
granted to Mr. Colley Cibber, Mr. Wilks, Mr. Both, 
and Sir Richard Steele, after the Acceſſion of his late 
Majeſty, not only for the Reaſon I mention'd before, but 
becauſe I have much to ſay in my own Hiſtory of the 
ſame Kind on thoſe Subjects in which I was the + Bu/tle 
Maſter-General, as Wilks had been ſome few Years be- 
fore: And if in my Relations there are any cloſe Reſem- 
blances of Paſſages to Mr. Cibber's Apology, I ſhall con- 
tinue to quote them, to illuſtrate mine, as I before pro- 
mis'd. 

Well then, in the Year 1718, the Patent was given, 
whereby the Stage came under the ſole Management of 
three Actors, and a Gentleman who had long been ac- 
quainted with theatric Affairs. Under this auſprcious 
Triumwvirate, .. .. A new theatric golden Age areſe. 


Redeunt Saturnia Regna. 


An acting Author now was a Judge of Dramatic Au 
thars. 
Tuus jam regnat Apollo. 


Oh, ye Gods! give me, give me, thi, great Boon 
That 1 d'er Bards may rule, and rule alone. 


Then may I follow my great Exampiar 


= = ,- = - - Paſſibus quis 
O mihi tam longe maneat pars ultima [itz 
Spiritus & quantum ſat erit MEA dicere fata, 
Nen me Carminibus, &c. 


Quo me BACCHE rapis tui plenus, Sc. 


Gentle Reader, you will excuſe this Rhapſody when 
I tell you I am writing it at Onan o' Cluck this Morning, 


fr "ION . 1 __ 
OO I 


+ Vide C. Cibber's Account of N 
#2 the 
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the 20th of May, 1740, after hearing ſomething re- 
lating to Dram - Lane, of which you may licar more here- 
after, But to the Patentee-Actors let us turn our View : 
They had now gain'd all thev wiſhed for, as to their 
Pwr and Management at Drury-Lane: But at the 
ſame Time the preſent Mr. R:ich's Houſe in Lin- 
coln':-Inn-Fields was opened, which not only terrified 
the Managers at Drury-Lane, but was in fact, for a 
great Time, a Draw- back to their Profits ; „Ferch 
both Patents have ſince ſubſiſted a Companv with va- 
rious Fortune : I find nothing after of any Conſequence 
in the theatric Hiſtory worthy of Notice during tac 
Triumvirate: Fhey long went forward in a ſettled 
Courſe of Proſperity, which Mr. Cib5er attributes to 
their © * viſible Errors of former Managements; from 
++ them they at laſt found the neceſſary Means to bring 
* our private Laws and Orders into a general Obſer- 
„ vance and Approbation of our Society. Diligence and 
„Neglect were under an equal Eye, the one never 
e fail'd of its Reward, and the other, by being rarcly 
«© excuſed, was leſs frequently committed.“ 

Vet ſure there muſt be ſome Partiality in theſe Me- 

nagers, and fume Jealouſy of young Actors; for ſeveral 
whom they flighted became at the other Stage good 
Actors, and were in high Eſteem with a great ! Part of the 
"Fown ; and ſeveral in their own Houſe have ſince deen 
thouzht excellent, who in their Menagement ſeldom or 
ever appcar'd. But Appearance, as well as Applauſe, is 
the warm Ii ratber of a Theatrical Plant. This Ob- 
ſervation, and ſeveral others, wilt ſhow that I write as 
an Hiſtorian ought, without Favour or Affection. 

One Reformation which the Apolegiſt and his Ce- 
Rulers introduced deſerves Attention, as the preſent 
Stages ſtand in need of ſuch another. 

<< + Among other neceſſary Reformations, ſays he, 
„ what not a little preſerv'd to us the Regard of our 
4 Auditors was the Decency of our clear Stage, from 
hence we had many Ycars ſhut out thoſe idle Gen- 
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© tlemen, who ſcem'd more delighted to be pretty Ob- 
* jects themſelves, than capable of any Pleaſure from 
©« the Plav ; Who took their daily Stands where they 
* might beſt Elbow the Actor, and come in for their 
© Share of the Auditor's Attention. In many a la- 
*© bour'd Scene of the warmeit Humour, and of the 
© molt affecting Paſſion, have I ſeen the beſt Actors 
s diſconcerted, while theſe buzzing Muſcatoes have 
© heen fluttering round their Eyes and Ears. How was 
it poſſible an Actor ſo — d ſhould keep his Im- 
patience from entering into that different Temper, 
*© which his perſonated Character might require him to 
© be Maſter of.“ 

'Fhis Nuſance of having Crouds behind our Scenes 
is now as intolerable as ever, both to the judicious Spec- 
tator and careful Player; and nothing but the Auri Sacra 
Fames of the Managers would induce them to indulge 
ſuch an Abule of the Stage: I hey may ſay indeed it 
has been fo long a Cuſtom that young Gentlemen of 
Diſtinction will not be denied, nor. is it their Interc{t 
to deny them. - Pray good Maſter Manager let me asl 
you a Queſtion : Wi a dexen Crowns compenſate the 
Afront given to a whole Audience of a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty Pounds? Will or can a few young 
Men of Quality ſupport your Intereſt like the Ladies in 
the Boxes, the Gentlemen of the Inns of Court in the 
Pit, or the more grave Citizens in the firſt Gallery ? - - - 
Well, but you anſwer, if ſuch a Cuſtom was now de- 
nied, there would be Uproars in the Houſe, which of 
late have been of ſuch fatal Conſequence, that it would 
be dangerous to hazard them again. - - That mizht be, 
Sers, as your Conduct prov'd: Lt has been experierc'd, 
it vou give proper ! Notice to the Loewen, Nas will be 

admitted behind the Scenes, and your Servants execute 
thoſe Orders with the vreate{t Compliance, yet 3 
mined Reſolution, the Een might be ſoon remedied, a5 
it is an Evil which no Pretence can defend, and all thc 
Town will ſupport an Altzrarion of: The Spectators 
would think themſelves injured as well a; you; and 
the Town very lately fupported a Manager in ſupprei- 
ſing another Nuſance, the noiſy Infolence and Imper— 
tinence of the Footrien > Ia ſhort, were they refulved 

3 ol 


[ 70 ] 
to give up a few pecuniary Pittances, they might, in 2 
Week, keep the Scenes as clear from theſe Squirts and 


Puffs of Foplings as ever. Beſides, as Ars eft Celare 


artem, it would be politick not to let them ſee the Backfide 
| 7 our Tapeſtry ; for many an Actor and Actreſs may 
eem but ordinary Stuff on ſtrict Examination, who 
from a front Proſpect on the Stage may ſeem very well: 
Mr. Rich, indeed, when his own important Action is 
depending, has ſome Regard to this Rule, and the Scenes 
are kept clear becauſe Perſons then admitted might im- 
pede the Scenery; and the Beaus and Impertinents are 
ſatished with this Reaſon. - - Is not then the Reaſon the 
ſame in Relation to the Actors, and the Scenery of 2 
Play, as to a Pantomime: - Res ipſa bquitur, - - This 
Nuſance is beſides a N to an Actor's 
Performance; for when all who appear well dreſs'd are 
admitted behind the Scenes, may it not, as it has ſome- 
times happen'd, give an Opportunity to a Monſter 
dire, hated by Gods and Men, a Catch pole call'd, under 
this Form, to touch, with magic Spell, the Shoulder- 
Blade of ſome plum'd buskin'd Heroe, and --- O / vile 
Shame / - - - compulſive force him into Durance baſe ; 
where, by ccercive Power, he is reſtrain'd, till Bail of 
Manager ſhall ſet him free. - - Such Apprehenſions muſt 
alarm an Actor who may not be the beſt CEconomitt ; 
and I am ſure J have often ſeen Faces that have given me 
the Palpitation of the Heart. 

r. Cibber complains juſtly of another Diſtreſs the 
Alanagers of a Theatre are under, which, as I have 
myſelf expcrienc'd when I was the deputed Manager for 
Summer Companies at Drury-Lane, and a real one at 
the Theatre in the Z{ay-Market, I ſhall conſider this 
Particular There is no greater Perſecution in the Go- 
vernment of a Playhouſe, than the Perſecution of bad 
Authors: The Managers think their Caſe hard, and 
the Authors think ſo of theirs: Indeed it would move 
Pity when an incenious Indigent has been labouring, 
iuvita Minerva, tu heap up a Pie of Stuff which he 
calls Poetry, and to depend on it for more Months Sup- 
port than he has been ſcribbling it, yet after all to find it 
rejected. But though rejected in the mildeſt Manner, 
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and for the juſteſt Cauſe, yet the Manager muſt fall 
under ſevere Cenſure, and can have no Taſte for 

Writing, nor knows what is Senſe: He muſt be a 
Blockhead convict: Out comes an Epigram or a Sa- 
tire, and we are ſtigmatiz'd as Fools, becauſe we will 
not exhibit a Piece which we are ſure we muſt looſe by. 
But, pray, if we have Pity for a Gentleman's Circum- 
{tances, is our good Nature to carry us fuch Lengths as 
will injure ourſelves? No. Charity begins at home; and 
I fee no Reaſon why a theatrical Trader ſhould not 
have the ſame Privilege as his Majeſty's other Liege 
dubjects in Trade, to buy or refuſe what he pleaſes : 
The Managers ought to be allowed this Liberty of 
judging Plays, &c. before they are brought on the Stage; 
for when they are brought on, the Audience will claim 
the Freedom of judging of them as they think proper : 
They damn many which are brought on, but they would 
have nothing elſe to do the Year throughout, were the 
Managers of a Theatre to exhibit all the theatrical 
Lumber which is brought to them: To give a Refuſal 
to theſe Sparks is difficult, and practiſed differently by 
different Perſons: Mr. Mills would thow the utmoſt 
Complaiſance on theſe Occaſions, and by paying the 
Author Compliments on his Piece, that there were 
many pretty Things in it, but it would not do as it ſtood 
then, or that it might be alter'd for the better : By this, 
I ſay, be ſooth'd the Poet's Anger, who though he went 
not away fatisfy'd, did not go away enrag'd. Mr, C. 
Cibber was more ſhort ; He return'd a Picce with, /7t rs 
not fit for our Stage, Sir, it is not Theatrical, - - Mr. 
Rich is more laconic {till ; for he only ſays, or writes, 
It will n:t do. Mr. Fleteused took a different 
Way from them all; he being a Gentleman of Rank 
by Birth, piqu'd himſelf on treating Authors as Gentle- 
men: He would fee them, excuſe his not having had 
'Time to peruſe their Pieces, treat them with great De- 
ference, and deſire them to call again : - Though this 


was a wrong Method, and gave him much unneceſ- 


ſa y Trouble, yet, Courtier-like, he was pleaſed w th 
a great Number of Dependants, to all of whom he 
gave as much Favour as he could, and when he had 


F' 4 kept 
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kept them in Suſpence ſometimes too long, he dif- 
miſs'd them with much Complaiſance and good Nature, 
- - As for myſelf, on ſuch Occaſions, I followed my 
Father's Track; if I read a Piece and found it was not 
Theatrical, 1 returned it to the Author, and told him 


fo raundiy. Perhaps the Spark, with a mifty Air, walk'd 
oft and wrote againſt me : But what car'd I - - - 


Demens Fudicio Fulgi, Sanus Mes. 


But the moſt pleaſant Way of returning an Author a 
refus' Play, was that of Quin's: This Anecdote is 
worth relating. When Mr. Famer Din was a managing 

under Vr. Rich, at Lincolns-Inn-Pields, he had 

We — Ol Plays brought him, which he put in a 
Drawer in his Beauroe: An Author had given him a 
Play behind the Scenes, which I ſuppoſe he might loſe, 
or miſlay, not troubling his Head about it. Two or 
three Days after Mr. Bayes waited on him to know how 
he lik'd his Play: Sin told him ſome Excuſe for its not 
being receiv'd, and the Author defir'd to have it return'd. 
There, ſays Yun, there it lies on that Table.” 
- - The Author tank up a Play that was lying on a 
Table, but on g ning found it was a Comedy, and his 
was a Tragedy, and told Quin the Miſtake: - - Faith 
« then, Sir, ſaid he, I have loſt your Play” - Le my 
Play ! cries the Bard - - *© Yes by G--d I have, an- 
„ ſwer'd the Tragedian, but Rc is a Drawer full of 
both Comedies and T ragedtes, take any two you will 
„ in the Room of it.” - - The Poet left him in 51g 
Dudgen, and the Heroe ſtalk'd acroſs the Room to his 
S ot Hater and Rheniſb with a negligent Felicity. 
But to drop the Cutrain of this Chapter, which ſhall 
cloſe with Mr. Cibber's laſt Speech. 

During our lait four Years, there happen'd fo 
very little ike what has been ſaid before, that I ſhall 
«+ conclude with barely mentioning thoſe unavoidable 
«© Accidents that drew on our Diflolution : The firſt 
+ that tur ſome Years had led me the Way to 
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reater, was the continued ill State of Health which 
render'd Booth incapable of appearing on the Stage. 
The next was the Death of Mrs. Oldfield, which 
happen'd on the 23d of October, 1730. About the 
ſame Time Mrs. Porter, then in her higheſt Repu- 
tation for Tragedy, was loſt to us by the Mis fortune 
of a diſlocated Limb, from the overturning of a 
Chaiſe ; and our laſt Stroke was the Death of Mili, 
in September the Year following, 1731. 
© Notwithſtanding ſuch irreparable Loſſes, whether, 
when theſe favourite Actors were no more to be had, 
their Succeſſors might not be better born with than 
they could poſſibly have been while the other were in 
Being; or that the Generality of Spectators, from 
their Want of Taſte, were eaſier to be pleaſed than 
the Few that knew better; or that at worſt our 
Actors were ſtill preferable to any cther Company of 
the ſeveral then ſubſiſting; or to whatever Cauſe it 

might be imputed, our Audiences were far leſs abated 


than our Apprehenſions had ſuggeſted ; ſo that tho” 


it began to grow late in Life with me, having ſtil! 
Health and Strength enough to have been as uſefu 
on the Stage as ever, I was under no viſible Neceflit) 
of quitting it: But ſo it happen'd, that our ſurviving 
Fraternity having got ſome chimærical, and, as I 
thought, unjuſt Notions into their Heads, which, 
though I knew they were without much Difficulty te 
be ſurmounted, I choſe not, at my Time of Day, to 
enter into new Contentions ; and as I found an Incli- 
nation in ſome of them to purchaſe the whole Power 
of the Patent into their own Hands, I did my beſt, 
while I ſtay'd with them, to make it worth their 
while to come up to my Price, and then patient 
ſold out my Share to the firſt Bidder, wiſhing the 
Crew [I had left in the Veſſel a good Voyage. 
© What Commotions the Stage fell into the Year 
following, or from what Provocations the greateſt 
Part of the Actors revolted, and fet up for themſelves 
in the Little Theatre in the Hay-Market, lics not 
within the Province of mv Title Page to relate: Or 
as it might ſet ſome Perſons living in a Ligt:t they 
might 
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might poſſibly not chuſe to be ſeen in, I will be rather 
«© thankful for the involuntary Favour they have done 
«© me, than trouble the Publick with private Complaints 
© of fancied or real Injuries.” | 

Thus ends Mr. Colley Cibber's Hiſtory of his own 
Times, and fram this Era I ſhall, as a Supplement to 
his Apology, continue mine. The View of the Stage for 
Nine Years paſt, in which I have had a large Share of 
Action, may ſeem a proper Appendix to his more copious 
and laborious Hiſtory. 

But before I conclude this Chapter, I muſt do Juſtice 
to another compendiary Hiſtorian, old Downes, the 
Prompter, who has given the Characters of the Actors 
in 1706, the Year of the Union. There is a Particu- 
liarity in his Stile and Manner, and a turgid Pompouſneſs 
in his Epithets; yet it is not to be wondered at, having 
been ſo many Years converſant with theztric Phraſes, 
and elevated Elocution His Stile nor Manner are not 
copious and digreſſive as that of Mr. Colley Cibber, yer 
there is 2 Something in it, by which the judicious Reader 
will diſcern ſome Affinity of Genius. Take his Cha- 
racters in their own Order and Orthography. 

Mr. Wilis, proper and comely in Ferſon ; of grace- 
ful Port, Mein, and Air; void of Aﬀectation ; his 

"!evations and Cadences juſt ; congruent to Elocution, 
e\pec'ally in gentee] Comedy; not inferior in Tragedy ; 
tne Emiſſion of his Words free, eaſy, and natural, at- 
_ i-atting attentive Silence in his Audience (I mean the 
ſulicious} except were there are unnatural Parts, as 


- = =-  - Fu mount the Shy, 
v kick the Gods like Foothals, as I fly; 
As Poet Durfey has it. 


iich puts the Þ aice to ſuch abſtreperaus Stretch, 
Requires the Lungs of a Smith's Bullaws to reach. 


He is indeed the finiſli'd Copy af his famous Predeceſ- 
or Mr. Hart. 

Mr. Ciòber, a Gentleman of his Time, ba, arriv'd 
to an exceeding Perfection in hitting juftly the Humour 
#: a ftarch'd Beau or Fop to the Lord Hppingtan, dir 
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Fopling and Sir Courtly, equaling in the laſt, the late 
eminent Mr. Maunfard, not much inferior in Tragedy, 
had Nature given him Lungs ſtrenuous to his finifh'd 
Judgment. 

Mr. Eftcourt, Hiſtrio natus ; he has the Honour (Na- 
ture endowing him with an eaſy, free, unaſtected Mode 
of Elocution) in Comedy always to lætificate his Audi- 
ence, eſpecially Quality ( witneſs Serjeant Kyte : ) He's 
not excellent only iu that, but a ſuperlative Mimick. 

Mr. Booth, a Gentleman of liberal Education, of 
Form venuſt, of mellifluent Pronunciation, having 
proper Geſticulations, which are graceful Attendants to 
true Elocution, of his Time a moſt compleat Tragedian. 

Mr. Febnſon. He's skilful in the Art of Painting, 
which is a great Adjument very promovent to the Art of 
true Elocution, which is all requirable in him that bears 
the Name of an Actor: He has the Happineſs to gain 
Applauſe from Court and City, witneis Mireſe, Corbac- 
chio, Mr. Heothead, and ſeveral others: He is a true Copy 
of M. Underhill, nom Sir William D'avenant judg'd 
40 \ cars ago in Linceln's-1nn- Fields, the trueſt Come- 
Ciao in his Company. 

Mr. Dog: et. On the Stage he is very ape HEZ, wear - 
ing a Farce i. his Face; his Thoughts deliberately fram- 
ing, his Utterance congruous to his Looks: He is the on- 
ly comic Origira! now extant. 

Mr. Pinkethman, he is the Darling of Fortunatus, has 
gain'd more at the Theatres and Fairs in twelve Years, 
than thoſe that has tug'd at the Oar of acting theſe 50. 

Next Mr, Hills, Mr. Pawel, Mr. Builack ; the two 
firſt excel in Tragedy, the other in Comedy. 

I mutt not omit Praiſes due to Mr. Betterton, the firſt, 
and now only Remain of the old Stock of the Company, 
of Sir H/7{lliam D'avenant in Lincoln's- Inn. Fields: He, 
like an old ftately ſpreading Oak, now ſtands fix'd en- 
viron'd round with brave, young, growing, flouriſhing 
Plants. 

Mr. Dryden, a little before his Death, rend'ring him 
this Praile ; ; 


He, lile the ſetting Sun, flill ſhaots a glimmering Ray, 
Lite ancient Rome, majeſtic in Decay. 
Having 
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Having thro” this hiſtoric Narrative rather made uſe of 
Hiftory already compiled than wrote my own, the 
next Scenes will open with great Events, in which 1 
was a principal Actor; what a Kind of a Part I play, 
or how well I perform'd it, I muſt ſubmit, as I ever 
thall all my other theatrical Actions, to the Cenſure 
or Approbation of the Publick. 
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AS) HE Theatre has, with Humour and Pro- 
| priety been compared to a Political State, but 
the Nature of its Government has never b=en 
fixed : Some afirm the ratural Conſtitution 


2 limited, others an unlimited Monarchy : What is the 
belt, or v hat the original Form of Government was, or 
what future Kind of Government it may have, the maſt 
rewe thcatric Politician cannot arm. Whatever 
my Notions may be as to national Government, yet, 25 
to 4 Theatrical State, I muſt ingenuouſſy confets myſelf 
Anti-monarchical: I am for a Government by a few ; 
2 Friumvirate: and I will tell vou roundly, Reader, 

ny Reaton, The Stage never ſucceded better than un- 
cer the Friumvirate; and as I can never be a ſole 
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A*onarch, this is tne beſt Form I can think of, which 
word give me Power equal to a Monarch, though not 
ti.c titular Honour; for my Co partners in Empire 
ſouid de Leis nur: than Cyphers, gnikying, roundly 4 
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Nothing. They might indeed be Triumvirs, but then, 
like Duke Triucals in the Play, I would Triumvir over 
them. This may ſeem too vain a Conjecture of my 
own Parts, and too vain a Contempt of the Underſtand- 
ing of others; but in the Sequel of this Story you will 
find, that as I was the Buſtle-maſter General, I was 
alſo the Commander-General, and Treaty-maſter Ge- 
neral ; if with all theſe Commiſſions I could not ſecure 
to mvſelf as much or more Power than moſt Monarchs 
in fact have, I ought to be ſtigmatiz'd for the erranteſt 
Dolt that ever pretended to Machiaveliſm. 
But after this Pro-@mium let me introduce Matters of 
Fact, for which it will be neceſſary to premiſe ſome few 
Things regarding myſelt before the 'T ciumvirate was 
diſſolv'd, and Mr. Colley Ciller 11d his Share in the 
Patent, as they will the better connect what Relations, 
Obſervations, Contemplations, Ruminations, Quotations, 
and Argumeutations which may enſue. 

Fon the little hopes which the Publick conceived of 
me an Actor who would make any Figure, by In- 


duitry, Application, and what join'd to them is Ts IIa. 
the All in All, Genius, I roſe into a gradual Eſteem of 
the Town : But left mv Siznificance as an Actor ſhould 
not be glaring enough, I was reſolved, young as I was, 
at a Time when the whole Nation was in a Buſtle, to 
make my Share in it. In the Year 1720, when all 
Men thought of raiſing Eſtates, and bubbling the World 
out of what Money they could, I had a violent Ambi- 
tion of getting much Money, and making much Noiſe. 
Would you think it, but I will confeſs the Simplicity of 
my Heart: I thought then that were I a South-Sea Di- 
rector, 


That I wou'd ds - - Ye Gods ! - - That I wau'd ds ! 


But as I was, refolv'd I was to act ſomething adventrous 
within my Sphere; and, unlike the other Projectors, I 
built my Scheme on a valuable Foundation ; and, ac- 
cording to City Phraſe, I had the Credit of the beſt 


' Man in England to make uſe of: In ſhort, as all were 


commencing great Men, I was reſolv'd to commence 
Author, and accordingly alter'd a Play of Slakeſpear's 
and 


(78 ] 


and had it brought on the Stage; nor was the Suc- 
ceſs of it much unequal to my Hopes. This indeed was. 
thought ſtriking a bold Stroke ; to alter Shakeſpear was a 
Task that ſome Perfons, merely bigotted to Antiquity, 
ſhudder'd at the Name, they calling it ſacrificing, violating, 
_ affronting, and I don't know what, the Manes of that 
Bard : But ſure all unprejudic'd Perſons will not deny, 
that ſome hiſtorical Plays of Shakeſpear want what we 
now call Feau de Theatre, that is, ---, a--- ſomething 
neceſſry to make Shakeſpear be.. more.. more, 
in brief more Jeu de Theatre. My parental Exemplar 
had alter'd Richard the ITId before, that is, he had cull'd 
the Flowers of two or three Plays, and had bunch'd them 
up into a Noſegay, for the Devil a Line did he write him- 
ſelf ; ſome indeed he alt r'd, but ſome ſav for the wor'e - 
In this Manner I alter'd Henry the Sixth; and that 
the preſent and future Age might know that I had aiter'd 
it, I printed it with my own Name, in capital Letters, 
in the Title-Page. This is mention'd to ſhew s hat 1 
did patraſſare in my firſt ſetting out in a Theatre; but 
here I allow non paſſilus æguis. From this Inſtance, 
| however, the Publick ſaw there was ſome Spirit of Au- 
dacity, and the Dawn of Genius in me. From this no- 
table Ara I became more ſingularly remarkable both on 
and off the Stage: I had ſome few ſmall Parts given me, 
in which I ſucceeded beyond Expectation; but as by this 
Time I knew ſo much of a Theatre, that I was ſenſible 
Original Paris made the ſtrongeſt Influence in the Au- 
dience, I endeavour'd to get all the little, ſprightiy, or 
humourous Parts which I thought I could hit; the firft 
in which 1 was more particularly taken Notice of, was 
the Ceurntry Foot-Boy in the Conſcious Lovers, The Part 
was but a few Lines, yet I, without Affectation fay, 
that I truck in to the aukwardly-pert cunning of ſuch 
an unlick'd Cub, ſo naturally, that I had as many Claps 
as Speeches. I valued not the Length of a Part ſo much 
as its Humour, and if I had Applauſe u hen I was on the 
Stage, I was better ſatisfied than being on the Stage long- 
er, and having no Applauſe at all: Other young Actors of 
the Houſe thought in regard to me, what Mills and Pawel 

did 
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did as to Mr. Cibber, ſen. --- * © They generally 
<< meaſured, ſays he, the Goodneſs of a Part by the 
Length of it: I thought none bad by being ſhart, that 
were cloſely natural, nor any the better for being 
«© jong, without that Quality. But in this I doubt as to 
<* their Intereſt they judg'd better than myſelf, for I 
have generally obſerv'd, that thoſe who do a great deal 
*© not ill, have been preferr'd to thoſe who do but little, 
though never ſo maſterly.” As to the latter Part of 
the Sentence, Experience has prov'd equally, that to 
act much tolerably, and not ſo much maſterly, are the 
Ways to riſe to the Top of a Theatre: Mr. Cibber was 
himfelf a Maſter of a Company, and it is no very great 
odds, but Mr. T. C. may ſucceed to the ſame Poſt of ho- 
nourable Profit. 

As I roſe into ſome Degree of Approbation, I ſucceed- 
ed Mr. Norris, commonly call'd Dicky Norris in ſeveral 
of his Parts; which, with ſeveral others, which I was 
well receiv'd in, put me a little upon my Mertle ; and I 
began to think, as I had heard my Father ſay, he was 
taken Notice of moſt for being an Author as well as an 
Actor, that I would purſue the fame Meaſures. I ſoon 
came to a Reſolution, for Ambition in great Souls acts 
with incredible Rapidity. - - Hut Ceſar aut nullus, I 
thought an excellent Apothegm; Nec mera, nec requies, 
Pen, Ink, Paper, a Collection of Plays, &c. being pre- 
par'd, to Work went I. When I had thought of a 
Plot, ſtruck out Hints for ſome Characters, and fix'd in 
the Name of a Comedy, I communicated, at a proper 
Opportunity, my Deſign to my Father. He heard me 
with an indolent Air, and gave me no Anſwer, but lol- 
ling back in his great Chair, took a Pinch of Snuff, and 
fell aſleep. - - It is impoſſible to conceive the tumul- 
tuous Paſſions that then agitated my whole human Frame : 


Duick beat my Heart, my Puiſe ran high, 
And Vengeance darted fran my Eye ; 
Upon my Brow ſat lowring Care, 


And all the Horror of Deſpair. 


ͤ— — 
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- - - Yet I waited till he awoke, and repeated to him 
my Deſign of writing a Comedy. --- ++ 4 Comedy, 
* Boy ! Thou write a Comedy/ - Yes, Sir, ſays I, 
why not? You wrote a Comedy before you was my 
Age. - - - © True, Child; but, my Dear, I hope you 
don't think of this Affair ſeriouſly.” < - - Yes, Sir, I 
have thought on it, and have begun it, and half wrote 
it. Moll, but harkye, Sir, What has put you 0 
this Exploit? Fame, Fame, I ſuppoſe, and Parnaſſian 
*© Glory: Prythe flick to thy Buſineſs as an Actor, and 
don't ſhew yourſelf in a double Capacity a moxcomb.” - - - 
Saying this, he took a Pinch of Snuff, and walk'd off. - - 
Reader, you may believe I was not in a little Confu- 
ſion, and you may equally credit me, when I tell you 
I thought my Father as errant a conceited pragmatical 
ſelt- ſufficient Coxcomb as ever he repreſented. However, 
on I went with my Play, and when I had finiſh'd three 
Acts, I accidentally happen'd to be with him alone, when 
he ſurpriz'd me, by ſaying, Well, Bey, What is become 
f this Comedy of thine ® Haſt thou wrote a favourite 
Scene yet?“ I told him what Progreſs I had made, when, 
taking a Pinch, and ſmiling, ** Pr'zthe, ſays, he, what 
* eft thou mean © hat a Gad's Name, TI HE” inſpires 
*© you in this Attempt 7” - - That Principle, Sir, 
fatd I, that moſt of the World act upon, Iutereſt. You 
know, Sir, I have not been the moſt frugal Oeconomilt ; 
my Finances low, my Debts high, and my Creditors 
impatient ; a Comedy, Sir, from me would ſet all right: 
am ſure it will do; my writing it would make it run: 
The Name would raiſe a Curizftty. . . . . * 
« anſwer'd he, thy Name, fir my Name, ſate would fc- 
« cure your being damm d. . However, as this is the 
State of the Caſe, let me ſee your Play when you have 
« finiſh'd it, and I will let you know more of my Mind. 
0 like the Reaſon you give for writing, and therefore 
fall not oppoſe it.. Now my Heart bounded 
with Joy, and what will not the Gratification of our De- 
fires work upon our Heart? I began to læve my Father; 
I look'd on him in another Light, and inſtead of think- 
ing him a Coxcomb, thought he talk'd like a very ſenſible 
Man. In a Fortnight my Play was finiſh'd, and 1 


brought 
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brought it him, and read it: He told me it was a rough 
Pebble, yet might do with a little poliſhing ; fot it was 
a tolerable good firſt Play: In brief, it pleas'd him fo 
much, that he lick'd the rude Poctic Cub into that Form 
in which it afterwards appear'd. On his Conſent it 
ſhould be brought on the Stage immediately, I could 
not help ruminating on the Happineſs of my Caſe as an 
Author ; for there was not one Author then living could 
have brought a Perforniance on the Stage without infinite 
Trouble, Vexation, Charge and Intereſt. I took Care 
it ſhould get into Rehearfal at the Time the Managers 
had appointed, who were ſo civil as to compliment me 
with the prime Part of the Seaſon. It may ſmell pragma- 
tical in the Neſtrils of Gravity, yet I cannot here help 
remarking what Ideas the Thirſt of Fame and [ner jt 
will raiſe in a generous Mind. The Reader will think, 
Alexander the Great and I, can have no Analogy on this 
Occaſion : But though my Character is not parallel to 
him, my Soul may. The Minds of two Men, though 
they are plac'd at ſome Diitance, if they think in a right 
Way, will and muſt meet in one and the ſame Thought; 
ſo every one knows two parallel Lines, the leaſt inelining 
to one another in the Progreſſion, muſt and will meet 
in one and the ſame Point; as then an Analogy between 
Ae and Alexander may be mathematically prov'd, I'll 
ſhow it alſo by Example. The Maccd5nian when he 
had meditated in Youth high Exploits, and noble Feats 
of Arms, his Breaſt all ſwelling with the Heaves and 
Throws of Ambition, he ſet betore his Eyes the Acts of 
Achilles ; inſpired by theſe he ſhook his brandiſh'd Falchi- 
on; on Conqueſt he reſolv'd; . . . rctoly'd and conquer'd : 
ſo I ruminating on dramatic Fame, Parnaſſian Glory, 
and three third crowded Nights, ſet before my Eyes the 
Writings of Czlley Cibber; infpir'd by thoſe, I brandiſh'd 
high my Pen, hurling Defiance in vile Critick's Teeth. 
On Triumph I reſolv'd. . . . refolv'd and triumph'd. .. 
Now ſome ſmart theatrical 1/7u'dbe will ſay this Compa- 
riſon proves me no more like Alexander the Great, than 
that of Fluellin's i Henry the Fifth does him like Alexan- 
der the Pig: This would give me no Pain. 

| (5 Vidi 


Odi preſanum vulgus & arceo. 


But as to my Play: When it began to mellow in Re- 
hearſal, and was almoſt ripe enough for the Stage; a 
peſtilential Blaſt of Envy had like to have deſtroy'd it, 
and with it all my fair Hopes: A Rumour had gone a- 
broad, that truly this Comedy was none of mine, but 
my Father's ; and that he, not willing to ſtand the Bears 
any more, brought it out under my Name. As ridicu- 
lous as this was, it gain'd Belief among many, therefore 
it was thought neceflary that I ſhould make a previous 
Apology to the Town to fet Matters in a true Light, 
and to take off Prejudice : Accordingly I wrote a Letter 
to the Turn, and printed it in one or more of the pub- 
ick Papers, in which I told them that, upon my Word 
2nd Credit, it was all my own Doings, and that my Fa- 
ther never wrote a Line of it, or ſaw it. Notwithſtand- 
ing this Letter, and the intrinfic Value of the Comedy, 
there was great Oppoſition made to the Play, and damn'd 
it had ſurely been, if the Epilogue ſpoke by my firſt Wife 
Jenny Cibber and me had not ſav'd it; for my Father 
knowing how it would be, wrote an Epilogue as a Dia- 
lecuc, between me and Jenny, in which ſhe told me I 
was a. Bl:ckhead to write, and that J was my Father's 
ton Sen; all which were ſtrong Jokes with the Audi- 
ence. I put on a pitiful Face, told her I wrote to pay 
my Debts, and that I would for the future, prove a 
good and loving Husband, if ſhe would fave my Play: 
The Audience being won by her Entreaty, to 


«© Gwe us, at leaſt, an hinrft Chance to live, 


The Play liv'd nine Nights. - - This being the chief 
Incident of my Life as an Ayth»y, I have been ſome- 
what prolix in the Account of it; and have yet ſome 
more Obſervations to make. I mention'd that I wrote 
2 Letter to the Town previous to the Performance of m 
Play: Now there Is a Parallel to this in the Conduct of 
Mr. Collry Cibler, which is not mention'd in his Apo- 
logy, his Apel:gy not reaching to that Time. Every one 
muſt remember that three Years ago Mr. Call Cibber 
brought to Drury-Lane Theatre his Play, alter'd from 

Se- 
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Shakeſpear, call'd King Fohn: It was no ſooner in 
Rehearſal, but flap the Criticks were at him directly; 
Letters, Epigrams, Odes, Jokes, and all the Ribraldry of 
Grubſtreet flew about in the Papers, and it was ſaid the 
Templars, and their Poſſe Legiflatus, were engag'd to 
damn it. On this Mr. Cibber wrote a Letter, directed, 
To the Students of the Inns of Court, and very handſomly 
and mighty civilly defired them to do no ſuch Thing. 
'F his Letter was new Fuel to the Flame ; they fell foul 
of the Letter immediately, from whence he might eaſily 
conjecture how they would uſe his Play: But what 
could he do; the Play was juſt ready to be perform'd, 
the Actors perfect, Scenes painted, and much Time had 
been ſpent which the Maſter of the Houſe would other- 
wiſe have been uſing to his Intereit, therefore he could 
not fairly withdraw it: However, le was refolv'd it 
ſhould not be damn'd ; and fearing the Maiter might 
inſiſt on its being play'd, what does he, but at a Rehearſal, 
ſeeing his Play lying on the Prompter's Table, he takes 
up the Copy, and puts it up into his Pocket /nug, and 
decently walk'd off with it, refolving he would not run 
the Ritque of ſo precarious a Fortune. 

I ſhall here, while I think of it, ſpeak of a Theatri- 
cal Conduct lately practiſed, nor can I ſpeak of it in 
any Place more proper than in this: I mean that of 
Perſons belonging to a Theatre addreifing the Town by 
Letters. 

I muſt confefs, that I and my Father firſt practiſed 
this Art, with the fame Succels : It laid us open to the 
Criticiſm of Coffee-houſe Wits, who thought ſoberly on 
what we wrote haſtily : There was ſuch canvaſſing the 
Stile; this was not Grammar, and that was not Senſe; 
one Thing was falſe Englihh, another a Cibberi/ſm : But 
beſides the Jokes, which it nothing elſe are nothing 
at al, they debated the Point over, and form'd them- 
ſelves into Parties, which we, experienc'd were not to 
our Advantage. I have, indecd, ſince the Time of my 
Play, addreſs'd the Town, and with the fame Succeſs; 
for [ find by our T heatric Squabbles and Altercations we 
make as much Amuſement to the T'own in a Morning, 
as by our Performance in an Eveaing. The Contentions 
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for the Part of Pally between Mr. Clive aud my late --- I 
was going to ſay Miſe; -- but a late Maman who was call'd 
by my Name: "That Conteſt, I remark, furniſh'd a co- 
pious Topic for Converſation, Argument, and Publication, 
and ended with Noiſe and Uproars in the Play-houſe : 
There has been the fame "Thing practiſed by Monſreur 
Demryer and Madamiiſelle Roland, and before by Mon- 
ficur Poitier and MHadamoeiſelle Roland, verſus Meſſieurs 
Juin and Fleetwood, and yet another, which made not 
a little Noiſe, between the two Harlequins, Meſſieurs 
Philips and Il v] rd. The Conſequence of all theſe 
Addreſſes has been this; the Town is call'd inte the 
Plavhouſe, as the dernier Refort, to judge of Things 
which the Mater of the Houle is only Judge of: When 
the Judges come to this mixt Court of Judicature, where 
all preſent may paſs Sentence, they are divided in Opi- 
nion, and then the Queſtion muſt be decided by Noiſe 
and Tumult, and they who are the greateſt Rioters 
carry it. I do not find that any of theſe epiſtolary Ad- 
drefles to the Town from theatric Performers have 
done them any Service, nor would I adviſe, on any 
Occaſion, to have Recourſe to ſuch Expedients : How- 
ever, there is no Rule without Exception. Mr. 
Rich, who has never ſuffered his People to make Appeals, 
nor ever made them himſelf, was at laſt drawn in by 
meer Neceſſity. A little, trifling, pragmatical, obſcure 
'Pothecary, that lives in ſome bye Street or Alley about 
Ccvent- Garden, one F--- H. -H, publiſhes a Thing call'd 
the Opera of Orpheus, and in a ſcurrilous Preface to it, 
abuſes Mr. Rich for having ſtole his Entertainment of 
Orpheus and Eurydice from his Orpheus, and inſtigated 
the Publick to do Juſtice for fo notorious a Fraud; nor 
was this Pamphlet his only Attack: He run about the 
Town, made Parties, and People from his Repreſenta- 
tions, thought him really injuxed : Now it became ne- 
ceſſary for Mr. Rich likewile to appeal to the Town, 
and to ſet the Affair in a true Light, and plainly narrate 
downright Matters of Fact: To this H- replied, with 
all the ſcoundrel Scurrility his little Wit could afford; 
and I alio became an Object of his Malice. There was 
a candid Anſwer printed to his Pamphlet the Night be- 
{or 
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fore the Entertainment came out: This Addreſs to the 
Publick, from Mr. Rich, was neceſſary, and had the 
deſired Effects: The firſt Night the Entertainment was 
crouded, and was received with general Applauſe ; and 
the World has never ſince hear'd of that F--- H--1!, 
who ſunk into that Obſcurity from whence he emerg'd. 
But to return, Reader, to that Station in the Theatre 
from whence Idigrels'd. After having wrote m; Play call'd 
the Lover, I began to think myſelf every Day of more and 
more Conſequence ; and having got an Iaſight into the 
anner of Managing, I began to think Equal to the 
ä of a young Company to play in the Sum- 
mer Seaſon. Accordingly I got Leave from Mr. Wills, 
and the other Maſters, to form a young Company, and, 
to play during the Vacation: This was no bad Thing 
for the Maſters, nor the inferior Players; for the firſt 
receiv'd a ſettled Payment for the Uſe of a few old 
Scenes and Cloaths, and the lattcr generally fave or fix 
Days pay per Week for two Days Performance. Beſides, 
I generally brought out ſome new Pieces and Farces, 
which not only turned to our immediate Account, but 
to the Good of the Actors, as Actors, and to the Mafters, 
by becoming very gainful Performances the Winter or 
two following. To Inſtance this, I need fay no more 
than that George Barnwell, the Devil ts pay, the AA 
Dactor, and the Beggars Opera, the Part of Polly by 
Mrs. Clive, were firſt perform'd under my Manage; 
ment of Summer Companies: From theſe young Com- 
panies fee what Performers have been chiefly ſprung ; 
Mrs Clive, Mrs. Buttler, and, though laſt, nat leaſt in 
Love --- MYSELF, T his Cuſtom I continued till the Re- 
volution of the whole Company under my Conduct, of 
which more hereafter. This Management of mine was 
an undoubted Proof of my Abilities, and I did imagine 
I might become a Manager in my own Right: But, alas 
how frail are all human Hopes! On the Death of Mr.! 
Nis, Mr. Cibber, jen. ſold out, at a proper Oppor- 
tunity, his Share of the Patent to Mr, Highmsre, a 
Gentleman who hal a great liking to theatrical Affairs, 
and who had play'd fome Parts on the Stage, meerly, [ 
tuppſe, to ſhew what a Judge he was of actiag, and 
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conſequently of A@ors. The Parts he play'd were 
Hotſpur and Letharis, This Gentleman, beſides his 
Liking to theatrical Affairs, had chiefly a Liking to 
theatrical Gain: He had heard, and partly ſeen what 
Profits the Managers had made for a long Courſe of 
Years, and had a Mind to purchaſe what he thought 
would prove fo fine an Income: How his Expectations 
were anſwered, you will find related. Here I muſt 
diſcloſe a Secret; When Mr. Cibber, ſen. fold out his 
Share in the Patent, I was deſperataly alarm'd, and 
look'd on it as à Piece of Injuſtice done to myſelf: For 
J thought his Share, or at leaſt the major Part of his 
Share, would have devolved upon me as an Inheritance; 
therefore I looked on my ſelf as a d;nberited San, and 
that Hiphmore had bought, clandeſtinely, my Birth- 
Night, or rather by ſiniſter Means deprived me of it. 
This may ſerve for a Reaſon why I fo heartily enter'd 
into the Meaſures I afterwards proſecuted: On Mr. 
Bocth's Death the Patent became inveſted to the Property 
of Mr. Highmzire, the Widow Booth, and the Widow 
Bills. The whole Com; any began to murmur at being 
rul'd by ſo motley a Lind of Government as they were 
now fe}ling under, . A Man who knew nothing of 
the Buſineſs, and two Women unfit for ſuch a Province : 
Mr. Ellis, was indeed deputed to act for Mrs. Wilks, 
ht I believe that did not much better the Affairs: 
Mr. Elli, however, became not only a Deputy to Mrs 
Lis, but Prime-Miniſter and Fac-Totum to Highmore, 
T is could be no pleaſant Situation for the other Actors, 
who had been fo many Years labouring in the Theatre, 
n bure the Burthen of the Day; ſuch as the elder 
le, Nr. ſehnſan, Miller, Griffin, and ſome others, 
who, though younger, had ſome Claim, as Mills, jun. 
ee I found this an admirable Time to put in 
Execution a Deſign I had plan'd, which was, at a pro- 
rer Opportunity, to fling off the Yoke, and ſet up for 
\Tatlers and Managers ourſelves: At one of our private 
Mleguings all were complaining, yet no one propoſed a 
lethod of Redreſs, when I got up from my Chair and 
> telivered myſelt. 


od 
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Gentlemen, 


Heart never beats with a ſtronger Joy than 
when I have a Power of thinking and acting 
right: I think the Glow that now warms my Bofom 
is raiſed by Truth and cheriſhed by S-briety. Long 
have you complained of the Tyranny you grean 
under, and long have looked with Indignation on your 
Chains: But what, O ye Gods“ can avail lugubrious 
Lamentations? Of what Force is ſuch female Rhe- 
torick ? . . . If you think you receive Injuries, deliver 
yourſelves from them If you would not be Slaves, 
be free: If you have a Will to be fo, you have 
Power. Under what Bonds are you confined ? By 
what Allegiance are you reſtrained? You have a glo- 
rious Cauſe : You may be the Aſlerters of the Cauſe 
of Liberty. What though your Enemies have got 
the Patent, you have your own Talents, your own 
8 of Nature, and Aeguiſitiaus of Art. 
What is the Great Seal to you? You may lay of 
that, as was ſaid by a great and bold Man of Magna 
Charta, it was a Magna Farta. If you have Spirits, 
Reſolution, and Conduct, a fair Road invites to 
Wealth, Fame, and Freedom. You may take their 
Houſe of ſome of the Renters, and get Poſſeſſion of 
it by Artifice, and ſet up yourſelves : A Stratagem in 
War is no Crime: Or, failing in that, you may, 
pro tempore, take the little Hay-market Houſe : Your 
Company will be better than theirs, and Novelty of 
Places will be changing the Scene, and give Succeſs. 
Perhaps it may be objected we have no Exchequer, no 
Scenes, no Claaths, with a long Et cetera, What: 
then? You may have Credit enough .. . . Though 
ſome among you have not much Credit in a private 
Capacity, yet in a publick Capacity, as a Body cor- 
porate, as it were, much Credit will be given: There 
are monied Men who will adventure Sums on ſuch a 


| Proceeding : Therefore, Sirs, no longer ſhew this I. 


nity of Complaint ; the Means of Freedom are in your 
own Poſſeſhon, which, if vou refuſe, may yca be 
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& perpetual Slaves, and be ſold like a Herd of Sheep 
© from one Purchaſer to another: If you dare be other- 
© wiſe, by this et Heart T will riſque my Life and 
Fortune with you, and prove to you, that I cannot 
* only, Fari que ſentio fel > gue Sentio, fpcak 
* what I think, but ac accordingly 


This Harangue had all the Succeſs that I could with ; 
They refolved no longer to bear tlic galling Yoke of 
Tyranny, but aflert that Liberty and Property which 
all true Britans are ſo tenacious of. When the Seaſon 
was quite over, We thought it a proper Tyme, having 
gain'd ſome of the Renters to our Side, to endeavour 
to gain Poſieſſiom of the Theatre ; but in this we fail'd, 
though we attacked it, Ii & Armis. On this Difap- 
pointment, we all agreed, that the only Place we could 
pitch our Tents at, and open «ur theatrical Campaign, 
mult be at tlic little Houſe in the FHay-merket. Several 
ObjefCtions were made to the Situation of the Place, and 
the Smallneſs of the Theatre; but, as I had the Revo- 
lution ſtrongly at Heart, I talked them and perſuaded 
them out ot all their Objections. At Length It was 
reſolved, in a full Council uf War, that we would en- 
camp at the Fay-market ; we accordingly took the 
Houte of one Potter, a Carpenter, who was the Land- 
hd, beſpoke all our dramatick Equipages and Furni- 
ture, and held frequent Councils to ſettle the Operations 
of the eniving Campaign. At the Fair of Bartholomew 
we gain!d ſome Recruits; but buſtdes thuſe Advantages 
ever the Enemy, I myſelf went there in Perſon, and 
publicxly exfoſcd myſelf: This was done to fling De- 
fiance in the Patentees Teeth ; for on the Booth where 
T extibited, J hung out the Stage-Aluting, with Pi/tol 
It the Head of his 1 roop, our Standard bearing this 
\ lotto. - - {Fe Eat. - In a few Days after, the Patentees 

opened with Ep, to which they added an occaſional 

Scene, written formerly by Sir 7% Vanbrugh, on a 
prior De ertion of Actors, wherein they thouglit they 
aid great Service to the Patentees, and caſt a ſevere Re- 
Zection on- us: They next attack'd us by another old, 
worn-cut, rhapſadical Aﬀair of one Feildings, e 
dhe 
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the Autlio,'s Farce, in which I and my Father were da;- 
ly ridicul'd : But all this 1 laugh'd at in my Sleeve, well 
conſidering, that joking on the Cibbers could not hurt us. 
On the contrary, we open'd with Love ſor Love, and 


ap all the ſtrongeſt Plays with a diligent Expedition. 
Company conſiſted of the old Veterans, who were al- 
low'd by the Town to be greatly ſuperior to our An- 
tagoniſts; for excepting Mrs. Clive and Mrs. Horton, 
there was not one in their Company but was the con: 
temptible Refuſe of the Theatre. We had alſo re- 
ceiv'd an additional Force, 5 receiving Mr. Mil- 
ard, who having left Mr. Rich on ſome Diſguſt, 
join'd our Forces. The Patentees imagin'd that 
much depended on the Number of their Troops, and 
they had try'd conſiderable Reinforcements from ſtrol- 
ling Companies; but being all awkward and undiſci- 
plin'd, they were no more to compare to us than the 
County Militia to the King's Body-Guards - - - - - 
What rude, riotous Havock was made of all the late 
dramatic Honours of our Theatre! All became at 
once the Spoil of Ignorance and Selt-Conceit ! Shake- 
* {pear was tortur'd and defac'd in every fingle Cha- 
« rater. Ilamlet and Orhello loſt in one Hour all their 
good Senle, their Dignity, and Fame. Brutus and 
Caſſius became noiſy Bluſterers, with bold unmeaning 
Eyes, miſtaken Sentiments, and turgid Elocution : 
Not young Lawyers in hir'd Robes and Plumes at 2 
Maſquerade, could be leſs what they could feem, or 
more aukwardly perſonate the Character they belong'd 
„to.“ This exclamatory Invective of Mr. Colley Cib- 
ler, on the Revolution which ZFerrerion made, is 10 
@propes to my Revolution, I could not forbear quating 
jr. As we met with mach Succeſs, and the Patentees 
with none at all, they thought to effect by Policy what 
they could not obtain by Force: They endeayour'd 
therefore to filence us, not by the Authority of the Lord 
Chamberlain, but that of an Act of Parliament, by 
which they would prove us Vagabonds. To effect this, 
Mr. Harper was —— up as a Vagabond, and was com- 
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mitted to Byidervel] : But on the Trial of the Legility 
of his Commitment, it appear'd that he was not within 
the Deſcription of the Act of the Twelfth of Queen 
An, againſt Vagabonds, he being a Houſe-keeper, and 
having a Vote for the Members of Parliament for H-/?- 
minſter : He was therefore diſcharg'd, and conducted 
through the Hall, amidſt the triumphant Acclamations 
of his theatric Friends. Having carried this important 
Point, we had nothing to fear from the Patentees, 
knowing now that our Succeſs depended ſolely on our 
own good Conduct, and the Favour of the Publick. 1 
cannot but confeſs that we had diſmal] Apprehenfions of 
the Force of the Act, which would have fo fix'd the 
Power of the Patent, that we mult ixvitis anim!s have 
return'd to the Dominions of our former Maſters: We 
had indeed got a ſpecious Colour of a Licence, and put 


at the Top of our Bill, By Licence of the Maſter of 


he Revels; for which titular Honour we paid him 
handſomely ; yet we did this rather to induce the Pub- 
Iick to think we play'd by a legal Authority and under 
the Sanction of the Court than for an Night which we 
thonght it conferr'd on us. We could not be ignorant 
that Mr. G:#trd's Company at Goodman's Fields was 
then playing againſt all the Oppoſition that could be 
made to it, againſt the Power of the City of Lendoy, 
and even their Remonſtrances to the Court that it was a 
Nufance. In ſhort, it was not then thought in the Power 
ot the Crown to ſuppreſs a Playhouſe, though acting 
withont Royal Licence and Permiſſion, becauſe it was 
not evidently an illegal Thing. But the Cate is now 
2\ter*'d by a late Act of Parliament, which has fix'd all 
Power in regard to Theatres and theatrical Affairs in the 
Lord Chamberlain for the Time being: As this Act 15 
of ſuch Importance to the Theatres, and the paſſing it 
<aus'd great Debates in both Houſes, it may be proper 
to conſider the Cauſe and Reaſons given for having it 
. enacted in relating which, I may give ſome curious 
Anecdotes, and State-Secrets, which Mr. C. Cibber has 
omitted; yer I ſhall open my Narrative in his Words, as 
they are an Invective againſt a certain Perſon, for whom 
o have a Word or two in Perro. 

| | « 'Fheſe 
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e Theſe tolerated Companies gave Encouragement 
to a broken Wit to collect a fourth Company, who for 
ſometime acted Plays in the Hay Martet, which 
Houſe the united Orury-Lane Comedians had quited. 
This enterpriſing Perſon, I ſay, (whom I do not chuſe 
to name, unleſs it could be to his Advantage, or that 
it was of Importance) had Senſe enough to know, 
that the beſt of Plays with bad Actors would turn 
but to a very poor Account, and therefore found it pe- 
ceſſary to give the Publick tome Pieces of an extraor- 
dinary Kind, the Poetry of which he conceiv'd aught 
to be ſo ſtrong, that the greateſt Dunce of an Actor, 
could not ſpoil it. He knew too, that as he was in 
haſte to get Money, it would take up leſs Time to be 
intrepidly abuſive, than decently entertaining; that to 
draw the Mov after him, he muſt rake the Chanel, 
and pelt their Supertors ; that to ſhew himſelf Some- 
body, he muſt come up to Zuvenal's Advice, and 


ſtand the Contequence. 


„Aude aliquid brevibus gyaris & carcere dignum 
* $7 dis effe aliquis - Juv. 


Such then was the mettle ſome Modeſty he ſet out 
with; upon this Principle he produc'd ſeveral frank 
and free Farces that feem'd to knock all Diſtinctions 
of Mankind on the Head. Religion, Laws, Govern- 
ment, Prieſts, Judges, and Miniſters were all laid flat 
ar the Feet of this f Horculean Saryriſt, This 
Drawcanfir in Wit, that ſpar'd neither Friend | nor 
Foe; who, to make his Fame immortal, like anc- 
ther Eroſtrarus, ſet Fire to his Stage by writing up 
to an Act of Parliament to demoliſh it. I ſhall not 
give the particular Strokes oft his Ingenuity a Chance 
to be remember'd, by reciting them; it may be 
enough to ſay, in general Terms, they were ſo open- 
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Nu. C. Cisber's Apology, p. 104. 
+ This is to be taken in a double Senſe, the Perſon ſtruck 


at having ſince called himſelf Hercules Vinegar, and is the no- 
torious Author of the Champricr. 
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* Is flagrant, that the Wiſdom of the Leg'ſlature 
« thought it high Time to take Notice of them. 

The Perſon of whom Mr. Cibber only gives the Out- 
fide Lines of his Pourtrait, is at preſent well known by 
thoſe only : but that Poſterity may know this iniquitous 
Son of Wit, who has fell under this heavy Cenſure of 
the Laureat for ſatirizing the juſt Meaſures of the pre- 
ſent all- juſt, all-wiſe, and all- powerful Minuter; I will 
fubſcribe the Name of H---y F---4--g, Etq; Author of 
Paſquin, the hi/lorical Regiſter, Eurvdice id, and 
others of the ſame political Caſt. To theſe Farces, 
which were allegorical Satires on the Adminiſtration, 
the Town run with the utmoſt Avidity of Defamation 
and Scandal: He drew the Mob after him from Gro: /- 
#0r, Cavendiſh, Hanover, and all the other taſhionabie 
Squares, as allo from Pal} Mall, and the ſuns of Count 
I call them as the Apologiſt I quoted calls them, Mob ; 
tr there may be your Mobs of Quality as well as Mobs 
of Raggimuſtins; your Magnum dulgus £3 tmun - - - - 
Your great Vulgar and the ſmall. - - - Well - - - Theſe 
Mobs or Mulrtirudes, or Concourſe, or Audiences, call 
them what you will, reforted nightly to hear theſe 
Farces, and were dull enough not only to think they con- 
rtain'd Wit and Humour, but Truth alſo. It could not 
dut regret me to ſee ſome noble Peers and Gentlemen | 
had entertain'd a very good Opinion of, as to their 
Parts and Capacities, ſitting in the Szde-bo xes, and feem- 
ingly delighted with the Performance ; But | have Cha- 
rity enough for theſe Gentlemen to think they did all 
this more out of Party-Zral, and to byaſs the hp, than 
trom an Conviction, there was, in thoſe Farces, either 


Senſe, Humour, or Truth. - - But what will not Men 
roſtitute in a Party-Caule! - - The Succeſſes of hee 
ramatic Peices made the M - - r not a little unecaſh, 


nor could the merry droll Mortal his Brother keep his 
Temper ; for let ſome Men be as facetions as they pleaſe, 
and love a Lauah as much as they will, they don't like the 
Laugh to be always on them. | and my Father, who 
can bear as much laughing at, and have had 4s much 
laughing at as any two Perſons in the Kingdom, not e- 
cepting the two honourable Gentlemen I juſt now men 
uon'd; yet though we Carry it off in Company, it ſtings, 


it 
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it hurts our Hearts to be the ſtanding Objects of Rail- 
lery; and I will not ſay, but if we could as well aven 

the Inſults on us, as the M. . r could againſt him, bur 
We might —_— it.. . But to the Point. From 


theſe farcical Satires, a dainty Opportunity offer d itfelf 
to the great Man, not only to ſuppreſs thoſe, but to 
bring all Stages, and all Stage-writings under fuch a Re- 
teiction, that nothing ſhould be exhibited for the future 
that ſhould give him the leaſt Uneaſinefs. Here was an 
admirable Proof of deep Policy and Sagacity, to make 
the Satire of his Enemies be the Tools of his Intereſt : 
A Scheme was laid to accompliſh his Deſign, it was put 
in Execution, and it ſucceeded. | 

I mult here enter the Verge of private Hiſtory, and by 
the following Anecdote ſhow, that I have th. great 
Talent of an Hiſtorian, not to dare to ſpeak falſe, and 
not afraid to {peak Fruth. 

Mr. Giffard had remov'd about this Time from Gocd- 
man's Fields to Lincoln's-Inn Fields Houſe, which he 
had hir'd of Mr. Rich; His Removal had not anſwer'd 
his End, and his Affairs began to grow deſperate. He 
had never as vet given any prejudicial Offence to the 
Court, yet was Cippos'd not to have ſuch Obligations to 
it, as to deny, at this Juncture, the performing a Farce 
which might bring him a large Sum of Money. Ar this 
lame Lime, in a moſt vile Paper, call'd Common Senſe, 
there was a libellous Production call'd the Golden Rump, 
which the Town and the Mob were Fools enongh to 
think Wit and Humour : Now as the hitting in with 
the Humour of the multitudinous Mob is very advanta- 
geous to a Theatre, a Dramatick Piece was wrote on 
the Gelden Rump Subject, and call'd the Goldes 
Rump, which was given Mr. Giffard to be perform'd; 
but before it was rehears d it ſo . no Matter 
how or why, but fo it happen d, that Mr. Gifard went 
to Dozening-Streer with this Satirical Farce in his 
Pocket, which was delivered to a great Alan for his 
Peruſal; and it was found to be a ſcurrilous, ignomi- 
nious, traiterous, ſcandalous, Cc. Sc. Cc. Libel a 
gainſt Majeity itfelf. It was immediately carried to 
thown to .. . explain'd to... and remonſtrated to . . 
that if there was not an immediate Act of Parliament 


do 


—_ 
to ſtop ſuch Abuſes, not Regal Dignity was ſafe from 
them. - - Actum eft. - - - "Twas done. - - The Point 
gain'd in a Moment, and a proper Act order'd to be 

t. - - Well, now, ſays ſome impatient Reader, IVa. 
of all this? What Secret is this? By what Inf erencc 
or Inuendo docs this ſhow the II 'S Policy or 
Fineſſe ? . Prithee don't be ſh mifty, and let me ask 
you a Queſtion by Way of a Suppole. - - - - Suppole 
Sir, this ſame Golden Rump Farce was wrote by a cer- 
tain great Man's own Direction, and as much Scurrility 
and Treaſon larded in it as poſſible. - - - Suppole Giffard 
had a private Hint how to act in this Affair, and was 
| 22 great Things to play a particular Part in this 

arce.— Suppoſe he was promiſed a 22 Licence, 
or an Equivalent: - - Lou may then ſuppote the 
A a thorough Politician, who knew to ma- 
nage bad Things to the beit Advantage. - - O bur, lay 
you, I vill not F ag ws my Belief on Suppoſes - Truth 
may be ſuppoſed : Suppoſe this Truth and you may be 
right. - If you are fo ungenteel to require Proot de- 
monſtrative I have done with you, and can only reter 
you to the Author and Negociators of the Golden Rump. 
- - - This, howerer, is notoriouſly certain, that the 
Farce of the Golden Rump was carried to a great Man, 
and the Maſter of the Playhouſe, who carried it, was 
promiſed ſomething, which he has been ſeme Time in 
a vain ExpeCtation of, but will now, in all Probability, 
end in nothing at all. 

But, laying aſide private Anecdotes of the obtaining 
the late Playhcule Act, I muſt mention what was known 
to all: The Maſters of the two Houſes acting under 
the Patent made no Oppoſition to this Bill; they did 
all in their Power to promote it, becauſe it would ſup- 

refs, for the preſent, all Theatres but their own : 
hey were ſo full of this Profpe&, that they did not 
rceive they were at the ſame Time becoming ab- 
vlure 8 on a M----r; for the Bill contain'd 


a Clauſe, that the Lord Chamberlain ſhould have a 
Power of licenfing other Theatres, if he ſo thought 
proper, within the City and Liberties of Feftmrinſter. 
The Actors were indeed alarm'd, and imagin'd this Act 
would lay them under Oppreſſicns, from which — 

C()UtLL 


[ 95 ] 


could gain no proper Redreſs; for the conſtant imme- 
morial Way of redreſſing Grievances, in the Govern- 
ment of a Theatre, is to raiſe a Revolt, and bring about 
a Revolution : But the Security of the Maſters of the 
Playhouſes, and the Alarm of the Actors were both ill- 
tounded, sI ſhall, in the 2 Narration, make 
appear. If the Lord Chamberlain can grant another 
Licence, why then ſhould not the Actors, who may be 
agriev'd by the preſent Maſters, endeavour to gain one ? 
| only ask that Queſtion here ; I may explain 1t in ano- 
ther 3 

* Mr. C. Cibber has made a copious and florid Diſſer- 
tation, as well political as theatrical, on this Law : He 
proves Satire on a Miniſter, when A on the 
Stage, is ſtronger than any Satire can be that is read in 
the Cloſet, therefore to licenſe the Stage could bear no 
Analogy with licenſing the Preſs: He lays it down alſo, 
that a theatrical Inſult to the preſent Miniſter, is equal 
« to the Stab Guiſcard gave the late Lord Oxford: 
Then adds,“ Was it not as high Time to take this dan- 
gerous Weapon of mimical Inſolence and Defamation 
« out & the Hande of a mad Poet, as to wrelt the 
Knife from the lifted Hand of a Murderer ?” - - - In 
ort, the Lauręat has thewn himſelf a profound Poli- 
tician, by becoming a vo/untary Champion for that Law: 
He ſays, he writes on this Subject to ſhew the true 
Pgurtrait of his Mind, and to foexw how far he ts or is 
not a#locklead : Perhaps this was not the only Motive 
if he had another Defign than merely to give his al- 
iow Reaſons a little Exerciſe, and if it ſhould ſucceed, 
the World muſt admire at the Depth of his Speculations. 
[ ſhall illuſtrate this Remark * come to deſcant 
on ſome Tranſactions of à very late Date, thinking it 
now Time to return to that Part of my Hiſtory from 
whence I digreſs d. | 

By the Releaſe of Harper, we gain'd a compleat 
Conqueſt over the Pattentees ; they indeed carried on 
the Campaign, but with ſuch Loſſes and Diſadvantage, 
that Mr. Hghmore, the chief Sharer and Director, be- 
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n to think it the moſt prudent Method to make the 

f Retreat he could: Upon my Soul, though as an 
Enemy in the Field I could not be diſpleas d with his 
Diſtreſs ; yer, as he paid ſo many thouſand Pounds to 
my Father, my honeſt Heart could not but feel for 
his being plung'd in an Affair he knew nothing of. 
I cannot Lav my Father for ſo advantageouſly ſelling 
out; and, was my hereditary Claim Jaid afide, he 
ated prudently, and conſequently honeſtly. But let 
that go: He made me ſome amends by giving Ht z/ - 
more no aſſiſting Advice how to conduct his Theatre, 
which, if he had, muſt have greatly injured us; for 
no one knows that Province but myſelf and him. The 
new Purchaſer therefore being left to himſelf, and his 
Prime Miniſter Mr. E-1}-s, Singers, Dancers, 'I'unblers, 
and other exotic Pertormers were hir'd at extravidinary 
Rates. This was but of very little Service, and the 
Poſture of his Affairs grew daily into a worſe and worte 
Situation. 

I cannot but here obſerve to the Reader how different 
our Conduct was at the la- martet: I muſt ingenuoully 
confefs,though we kept our ſimple Heads above Water, we 
had Sor out of cur Nepth ; tor after our firſt Run of 
Novelty and Intereſt was over, our Audiences grew 
thin, which Deficiency we ſupplied by Orders of our 
own ; for in the Theatres, as in Shops, the Appearance 
of Buſineſs brings Cuſtomers. Neverthelelis, we found 
large Deficiencies in the Office; and by the Accounts in 
our Books we had contratted 2 very conſiderable Debt; 
yet we conceal'd the State of our Cate as much as poul- 
tible, reſolving to beat our Antagoniſts out of the Field, 
and by ſuch à Conqueſt ſet every Thing right. If the 
Patentees at Drury-Lane had cicher known our Con- 
dition, or had Prudence and Courage enough to bear 
with their own for another Seaſon, I know not what the 
Conſequences might have been: I may fſay it now, 
I believe we ſhould have been forc'd to a Ceſſation of 
Arms, and capitulated on the beſt Terms we couu'd 
have got. | 

Mr. Rich had either gain'd better Intelligence of the 
State of our Affairs, or trom the State of thoſe at 
Lrury-Lane, had found the Patentees were — 
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tir d of their expenſive inſtead of lucrative Offices: 
From one of theſe Reaſons, or both, he had formed 
a Scheme, which, had it been carried into Execution 
mult have. proved 8 to the Patentees, a 


very agreeable to the Town, as it would have given 
them the beſt Plays, PR by the beſt Performers in 
England : But as well concerted as it was for theſe In- 
tentions, it was deſtructive of the natural and legal Li- 
berty of the Actors: They would have become mere 
Servants to two co-join'd Patentees; nor could have 
had, on any Diſguſt or Affront, any Power to revolt. 
The Scheme was for to have Drury-Lane Patent pur- 
chaſed of the Patentees who were tired of it, at a 
cheap Rate, and then the Patentees ot Covent-Garden 
and Drury-Lane to enter into 2 joint Partnerſhip, and 
engage the beſt Actors, who ſhould act occafionally at 
both Houſes, performing always a Comedy at one Houle 
and a Tragedy at the other. There were ſeveral other 
Conditions which would have proy'd beneficial to the 
Maſters, which are needleſs to enumerate. 
This Plan, though it has been long thought a new 
Finefle in theatric Policy, yet C:bber's Apology ſhous 
it is an old Stage-Cunning, practis'd, in ſome Mealure, 
by Mr. R- -Y's Father, and Mr. Owen Frinney. This 
Deſign, however, could not be carried into Execution 
by Mr. Rh alone: There was wanting the Primum 
Mobile, the Sine qua no; the Purchaſe Money: On 
this Occaſion he apply'd ro Mr. H-. -d, who was his 
Friend, and propoſed His purchaſing the Patent, and to 
enter into a Sort of Partnerſhip: This Propoſal was ſet 
in ſo advantagevus a Light, and ſuch fair Hopes offer'd 
themſelves, that Mr. £/--z---4 came into this Scheme, 
and purchaſed the Patent of Mr. Highmore and the o- 
ther Parentees. On this Turn in Affairs, We at the 
Hay-marker were under a moſt terrible Conſternation; 
we look'd on ourſelves as Perſons who were never to 
enjoy that Liberty we had ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavour'd to 
obtain: For this Conjunction of the Patentee Maſters 
muſt have compeli'd us to have returned under their 
Management, our Affairs being in a very fad Poſture, 
and daily growing worſe: But, very happily for us, 2 
Breach 42 Mr. R--þ and Mr, H- -d at 
H a Time 
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a Time we could have leaſt ſuſpected it, and that gave 
us all we wanted, an Opportunity to make the beſt 
Terms with the latter, get rid of our Stock-Debt, and 
return to Drury-Lane : | ſhall not enter into the Reaſons 


tor this Breach of Friendſhip between the two Maſters, 
as that Affair has been ſo differently ay wry ; but 


Mr. R- has been chiefly cenſured as having drawn a 
Gentleman into an Affair, which he would not otherwiſe 
have thought to have embarked in, and then leaving 
him to conduct his new Undertaking as he might: Bur 
let their Quatre! be what it would, it was advantageous 
to us; for Mr. H. =d being work'd into the higheſt 
Reſentment, was reſolv'd to make up the beſt Com- 
pany, and to hart R--þ by getting from him his chict 
Actors, and moſt neceflary People: Mr. Quin was foun 
gained, bat on ſuch Terms as no hired Actor had be- 
tore received. At the ſame Time Mr. Fr. -d had 
entered into a Treaty with us at the Hay-marker, and 
agreed to allow all the managing Actors 7wo hundred 
Pounds a Year each, and to ſome a clear Benefit, and 
to others a Benefit at a lower Rate than uſual. As in 
all the Tranſactions of that Affair I was Trcarty-AMafter 
General, and negociated that important Peace with the 
Patentee, it may be expected I ſhould enter into a long 
detail on that Subject. My Conduct in this Reſpect may 
be ſomewhar ſingular, but I can give ſome Reaſons as an 
Apology for it: As this will be entering on a neu Scene, 
I will alt a little as well to give my Reader a little Re- 
lief as myſelf; for I don't knouw ho it is, but I begin to 
perceive myſelf ſomewhat dull, and perhaps ſome People 
may ha: e perceiv'd it a great while ago. It then, Sir 
Reader, your Patience and good Nature are worn out, 
fing down the Book, that you may, when you think 
proper, begin the next Chaprer with a better Temper, 
and 2 Spirit more alert and lively, - - and all that. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Nature of writing Apologies : The Autbor's 


Proof againſt Scandal. 
thoſe of H o W e compared. His 
Conduct and the Duke of A les parallePd. 
Obligations received are no Reaſon for Gratitude. 
The Company fixed at Drury-Lane: Some 
Remarks on it, and à Digreſſion. 


His Nepociations and 


5 E LL, courteous Reader, you venture then 
ST 1 fo travel on, maugre all the Things I can 


— lay to my own Difpraile : It I, like my Fa- 
r you, about every ſixth Page, I am 
a Blockhead or 2 Coxcomb, yet you ſtill away with my 
Nonlenſe ; and as ray Vanity is not quite jaded, you 
reid on in Hopes to meet with ſome freſh Inſtances of it. 
But perhaps thoſe who may perule this 4h y tor my 
Life may expect that I would enter into fome very 11- 


laitrious and renowned Acts of my private Conduct 


which have been very -publickly talked of: 'To fuc! 
Perfonages I ſhiall anſwer, they are not to imagine a 
Man would ſet down in cool Blood and write the Devil 
of a Satire againtt Þ/mjclf That would be dainty 
2pologizing indeed: No; the Thing is to ſay nothing 
hart] agunſt your own dear Selt, but as many ſevere 
Things and Reflections as poiſible againſt other People. 
Nr. Colley Cibber, whoſe apolugencal Talents are ad- 
mirable, has ſhewn this Species of writing in Pee: 
% A great many People, on the Publication of his 
Apology, cry'd, Au Aolag y for the Life of Colley 
Cibber! Hell, now cue fois. ſce h U cum fay in 
Renaud ro this, and that, and roth:r - Things which 
te lated to Canming, or Gallantry, or a thoutand Things 

- nor 
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not ſo very proper to be mentioned: But they were all 
out 3 not 2 Sy llable of his private Character; not a 
Word for excuſing, palliating, or defending little fooliſh 
Acts which merely related to Religion or Morality. I 
can guels what may be expected from me; what De- 
tence of particular Conduct I may make; but I ſhall 
relate only luch Things as may ſhow my Parts, my 
theatrical Character, and, in ſhort, what I think proper, 
not what every impertinent Perſon may want to know: 
Nor is this fo unfair a Proceeding as ſome may imagine: 
No Man can be obliged to accuſe himſelf; I write to 
put a Gloſs upon my Acts and Deeds, not place them 
in the molt odious Light, and erect myſelf in an hifto- 
rica] Pillory. It would alſo be an endleſs Work to vin- 
dicate all the fimple Accuſations which have been 
brought againſt me, and which no Perſons have any 
Bufineſs to trouble their Heads about. Should Men 
ſay, for Inſtance, I uted my firſt dear and well-be loved 
Wite, of ever bleſſed Memory, 7-#--y C-----, with ill 
Uſage : Should they affirm, that when her all pale 
and breathleſs Corps was in the Coffin laid, and I, 
with Sobs and Tears and interjected Sighs, had moaned 
to many a Witneſs, my too unhappy Fate, yet that 
fame Night had a Brace of Drurian Doxies vile in the 
ſame Houſe. - - Again, ſhould baſe Defamation whiſper 
in my Farl fold and barter'd away my preſent moſt vir- 
tuous 'Spoule, and that I was a voluntary Cuckold on 


Record : Should Scandal with her hundred-tongu'd 


curs'd Mouth, rumour it up and down, that neither 


common Hoacur nor common Honeſty were lodg'd within 
the Certre of my Soul. - - Should even all this be ſaid, 
calm and unruffed would I contemn it all, and look on 
ſuch Reports in the coo] Light of mild Philoſophy. 
There are indeed a Set of People who will be Buſy- 
Bodies: To ſuch I would anſwer very pithily, fome- 


times, What 1s that to mt, ſometimes, What is that 


70 you. To illuſtrate what a Propriety there is in 
curbing ſuch Kind of Impertinence by a Laconic Sen- 
rence, | will tell you a ſhort Story. 

A great Lawyer, who now makes one of the moſt 
illuſtrious * gy in Weſtminſter-Hal!, was as re- 
markable for his Amours as his Pleadings: What _ 
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his Gallantry to any Body? Yet was he often cenſured 
and made the Object of Wit for this Foible. It ha 
pen d his Lady, his Chambermaid, and Couſin all lay- in 
at the fame Time: A Friend of his took an Occaſion to 
ſpeak to bim on this Subject by Way of Raillery, in 
this Manner: They fay, my L--d, your Lady is brought 
to Bed. - She is /0.- - They ſay your Cauſin and Chæ m- 
Lermaid are allo brought to Bed. M Hat to ME. 
-- But they ſay you are the Father. - hat's that to 
ov. - Upon which, turning on his He-l, my L- d 
left Mr. Impertizent with a proper Indignation. - - - 
What's that to Tou, is the ſole Anſwer I ſhall give to 
any defamatory Scurrility, and if any Perſon is not fa» 
tisned with ſuch a Reply, he may get 2 more ſatisfac- 
tory one if he knows how. - After this Obferyatton it 
may be proper to reſume my theatrical Story, which I 
left off at the Treaty with Mr. FI. :- d, to return to 
Drum-Tane Houſe, and act under his Patent. 

As | had been the chief Perſon in raiſing our theatrical 


Ne volt, and being of a daring puſhing Temper, I was re- 


ſolved to have the principal Share in the Reſtoration of 
the Company to Dr-ary-Lovs : Iaccordingly got myſelf 
nominated as Plenipo', and began my Negociations with 
Mr. F}--z---4. How happy I was in my Negoctations 
the Event proved; and as I had to deal with a Perſon 
of Honour and Generofity, I manag'd the Conduct of 
the whole Affair in ſuch a Manner as to make it turn 
out to wy/elf. In ſhort, I got a good round Sum of 
Money out of him; for why ſhould I negociare and 
negociate and get nothing myſelf. Some People may 
tmile to fee me, on this Occation, compare mylelf to 
another great Negociutor, and wonder bow I and 
H----ce W------e can have any Analogy. But pray do 
you think that he for ſo many Years has run trom Court 
to Cou;t ; now at the Hague, now at Pæris; negociat- 
ing here and negociating there, and all for a Joke only? 
Would any Man do this without the pleaſing "pos & 
tion of Tluce and Penſion ? In Truth my Frend 
H-----, as well as myſelt, was a little mov'd by Self 
Iztereit; Eeſices, our Negoctations have been ſome 
what alike; for mine, in ſact, was a patch'd up Affair, and 
1 did not 10 much conſult the Intereſt of my Ma ſter, as 
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to ſerve a Turn for that Time: I botched up a Peace, 
but | knew it would not laſt many Years: If there is 
any Pre-eminence in our Talents, I hope I ſhall not 
ſeem immodeſt, u hen I frankly own | think the Ballance 
turns in my Favour; for I am now more for War than 

Peace. 

Thus we fee, as Mr. C. Cilber truly obſerves, let 
ce the Degrees and Ranks of Men be ever to unequal, 
Nature throws out their Paſſions from the ſame Mo- 
© tives; 'tis not the Eminence or Lowlineſs of either 
that makes us the Difference. If this familiar Stile 
« of talking ſhould, in the Noſtrils of Gravity and 
„ Wildom, ſmell a little too much of the Preſump— 
* tuous or tne Pragmatical, I will at leaſt deſcend lower 
« in my Apology tor it, by calling to my Aſſiſtance the 
old humble Proverb, viz. is an ill Bird that, &c. 
% Why then ſhould I debale my Profeſſion by ſetting it in 
« vulgar Lights, when I may ſhow it to more favourable 
% Advantages? Or why, indeed, may I not ſuppoſe 
« that a ſenfible Reader will rather laugh than look 
« grave at the Pomp of my Parallels.” | 

When [I had concluded this Treaty with Mr. F]--7---, 
ſo advantageous for the Company, and more particular- 
ly in a private Manner to myſelf, we remov'd Bag and 
Bagage from the Hay-Marker and return'd to our 
old Camp at Drury-Laxc: Our Government was then 
thought to be fixed in a peaceable Manner; every 
Thing went on with great Succeſs, and I took Care to 
be jo much in the Maſter's Favour, that in the Dire H10n 
of the Theatre | was a kind of Prime NMiniſter: I iy 
2 kind of Prime Miniſter, for even thea there was 
another Pe rfon thared amply in his Confidence, and by 
whom he was chiefly adviſed. When I found out this, 
Jas nat a little nettled; a Jealouſy raiſed various 
Sentiments in my Breaſt ; for, like Pompey the Great, 
my Soul difdam'd the Thought of an Equal. Glory 
and Power are the darling Paſſions of my Heart; and 
nor to enjoy either ot them was, to to jealous an Am- 
bition, a meer Shade to my Laurels. My Con.; etitor 
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was the Perſon who had been concern'd for Mrs. Malts, 
and who thought himſelt to have an admirable Talent 
for theatric Affairs. This Talent was to compoſe Pan- 
tomimes, furbiſh up old Tricks, and make what he 
call'd Entertainments: As a Specimen of what Notion 
he had of the Dignity of the Stage, I muſt obſerve, 
that his Genius turn'd to the monſtrous and the mar- 
vellous; for which Reaſon nothing could be brought to 
Town to be exhibited to the 2 but he was for 
having it exhibited on the Stage: There was a Fellow 
of an enormous Height came from Germany to be 
jheun for a Sight, call'd Mynbeer Crjanus: Such a 
Spectacle, proper enough for a Sell or Moorpelds 
Booth, was thought a proper Perlonage to grace the 
Theatre Royal. Accordingly Negociations were begun; 
but to my Honour be it fpoke, I had no Concern in them: 
was kept out of the Secret, nor was I much affected 
that | was fo. I and his Grace the Duke of Le, in 
this Reſpect, may be ſaid to have the fame Notion ot 
Things: His late Speech on the State of the Nation 
ſhows that he was out ot the Secret, in Regard to the 
Conduct of Affairs, and, as he thinks them wrong, was 
proud that none of them could be laid to his Charge: 
though I and that illuſtrious Perſon differ in other Sen- 
timents in Regard to the preſent Mimiſtry, yet lam 
proud that in this Point he agrees with me. — But to 
the Hiſtory : Mynheer ſoon agreed to ſome very advan- 
tageous Terms propoſed to him; was with all Secrecy 
convey'd into Drury-T.2nc Theatre, and was ſoon ſhown 
ariſing trom a Trap-Door, to the no imall Admiration 
of the Spectators, and the no ſmall Joy ot my Co-Rival. 
Nothing could give me and my Brethren, — ot the 
Buskin and the Sock, who had any Regard for that 
School of Honour and Virtue, the Stage, more fecre: 
Indignation than to fee it proſtituted in to 1gnominions 
a Manner: And what ſtill added to our Reſentment was 
the conſummate Folly of the Town, who crouded to the 
Houſe a great Number of Nights to fee the Tall Ma. 
But I had yet other Reaſons to be no Friend to this 740 
Man. It regretted my Soul, frequently and oft, when 
on Buskins a Foot . a half high | was to per ſonate a 
great Herde, and had my wavy Plume high o'er my 
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Brow, Nod ever and anon with tragic Grace ; yet was [ 
thought diminutively great, and rais'd the Audience to 
a mock Laugh, while he that Orion, that Pole- 
phemus of a Man, with an inanity of Voice and Geſture, 
excited Wonder and Applauſe. 


— Pudet he. opprobria Nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe e. elli. 


After this tall Man was gone, we had a tall Iman, 
and after that Sadler's Wells Tumbling. It is true, this 
pleas'd the Mob, and brought Money, nor was this 
Cuſtom new. Did not the late Mr. R- act in the 
ſame Manner by this Humour: * In this Notion, 
* ſays Mr. Cibber, he kept no Medium, for in my 
Memory he carried it fo far, that he was ſome Years 
before this Time, actually dealing for an extraordinary 
large Elephant, at a certain Sum, for every Day he 
might think fit to ſhow the tractable Creature's Genius 

of that vaſt quiet Creature, in any Play or Farce in 
* the Theatre (then ſtanding) in Dorſer — But 
* from the Jealouſy ſo formidable a Rival had raiſed 
in the Dancers, and by his Bricklayer's aſſuring 
* him, that it the Walls were open'd wide enough for 
his Enterance, it might endanger the Fall of the 
Houſe, he gave up his Project: But at the ſame 
Time of being under this Diſappointment, he put 
in Practice another Project of as new, though not of 
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Rope Dancers into the ſame Theatre; for the firſt 
Day of whoſe Performance he had given out ſome 
Play in which I had a material Part: But I was hardy 
enougu to go into the Pit and acquaint the Spectators 
near me, that | Eop'd they would not think it a Dif- 
refpect to them if 1 declin'd acting upon any Stage 
that was brought to ſo low a Difgrace as ours was like 
to be by that Day's Entertainment. My Excuſe was 
{© well taken that I never after found any ill Conſe- 
ſequences, or heard the leaſt Diſapprobation of it: 
* And the whole Body of Actors proteſting againſt 
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* ſuch an Abuſe of their Profeſſion, our cautious 
Maſter was too much intimidated to repeat it.“ 
Now I was not hardy enough to make any publick 
Kemonſtrances on this Occafion ; for I had a 1 to 
carry, which was to fix my Wife's Character as an 
Actreſs, whoſe firſt Performance was to be cloſed with 
theſe Sadler's Wells Tumblers : On this Account it was 
my Buſineſs to be as well with the Maſter as poſſible ; 
and, though I from my Soul abhor'd ſuch Meaſures, yet 
no one was more buttling and commendatory in the 
Deſign than myſelf: By this I not only ſhow'd an At- 
tachment to his Intereſt, but kept myſelf on good 
Terms with the other Miniſter : But had I thought it 
would have been any Gain to me, to have diſtreſsd 
the Maſter by making any Remonſtrances, my Father's 
Hardineſs ſhould not have come up to mine; for L 
would not have gone ſneaking into the Pit in hugger- 
mugger: Not I truly; But bounce upon the Stage, 
with bluftering Mood, have italk'd and made a Speech 
which, with parhetick Air in Words and Action, had 
repreſented our Diſaſters dire; and though they had 
hiſs'd again and yet again, I'd have. ſtood 'em all nll 
they had heard me out. - On this ingenuous Con- 
felon of how I did att or how I would have atted, 
ſome may fav, Are theſe Principles honourable ? I not 
this /ervile Hattery, and that ſcandalous Injuſtice ? - - - 
Are not Favours received r for Gra- 
rirude ? - Well, Sir Caſuiſt, what of all this? Honour 
and Gra itude, and this and that and 7orher are quite 
different 7 hings, according to the receiv'd Notions of 
different Places; tor what is di/honouralle and immoral. 
in England, may be thought quite otherwiſe among the 
Hottentors : A Man in London may be thought odd if he 
offers his Miſe for his Friend's Spice, yet it is well known - 
ſeveral Nations of Negroes practiſe it even to Strangers. 
If Morality is local, as 1 have fully prov'd, I have 
prov'd alſo there may be much Differente between 
_ #bearrical Honour and common Hengur: Now my No- 
tion of theatrical Honour is to act only for your own Ca- 
venience, and you can do no {juſtice if you ſerve your/elf. 
If I ſhould now be pertly ask'd, - What TRE', waere 
are thy Morals? Haſt thou nv Cox/cience ? Les, I have but 
| waat 
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what then? That I have embrac'd the Philoſophy of 
Mr. Colley Cibber, I told the Reader in a prior Chapter; 
and what does that great and good Man [iy in his three 
hundredth Page, I did it againit m] Conſcience ; 
and had not Virtue to ſtarve by oppoting a Multitude | 
that would have been too hard for me. - - Had Hany 
« the Fourth of France a better F::cule for changing his 
„ Religion? I was ſtill in my Heart on the Side of 
« Truth and Safe, but I had their Leave to quit them 
„ when they could not ſupport me; for what Equiva- 
% lent could I have found for my falling a Martyr to 
« them. O moſt admirable Doctrine! The Plea of 
Coyvenience is a full Anſwer for a Breach of Cop/tience. 
- = = Is not this a Doctrine that Ah hinuet himſelt might 
have boaſted? Having here oblerv'd on what Maxims 
I and my Father act, ſome of our late Conduct, which 
ſhall be conſider'd in a ſubſequent Chaser, may now 
be eafily accounted tor. Though our Notions may be ex- 
ploded by ſome, Mr. Colicy Cie, has, among Miakind, 
more Diſciples than Mr. George Tf7rrfeld ; and this | am 
ſure of, their Zeal is ſtronger, as there are many who die 
Martyrs to his Doctrine every & ions at the Ol[4-Batlvy, 
Having liv'd in a full Faith, that to do what they think 
' convenient, is to do right. | 
There 1s a private Anecdote of my Life, which 1s 4 
Proof how early I imbib'd this convenient Opinion; [ 
have indeed often related it to my theatrical Acquain- 
tance with much Glee of Heart, and boaſtful Satisfac- 
tion; but as I would be by this Apology, 5 ut in 
_ orbe Theophilus, I cannot reſiſt the Temptation of in- 
ſerting it in theſe my Memoirs. You mutt know, Reader, 
that even by the Time I had reach'd my eighth 
Year, my Papa ſaid I was a lad yorns Dog, and upon 
ſome Prank I had play'd, I was in fome Difgrace : Ir 
happen'd | went into his Chamber, to endeavour 4 &.- 
concihation one Morning; and as he had gone to Bell 
in his Caps over Night, he had, I fuppos'd, drop'd a J 
couple of Guineas out of his Breeches = that how it 
will, I faw the two pretty ſparkling Rogues lie at the 
Eage of the Carpet, by his Bed-fide : What does Ig but 
Slap runs to the happy Spot, fell on my Knees, and, 
like a good and dutiful Child, cried out, in a devour 
X Tone, 
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Tone, Pray, Father, bleſs me, and pray to G--d te 
bleſs me, and make me his true and faithful Servant for 
ever end ever, Amen. - He, ſurprisd at ſuch a 
ſudden Strain of filial Duty, (tor I don't believe I ever 
ask'd him Blefſing twice before in my whole Life) 
ſtroak'd me down the Head, and bid me rife, by which 
Time I had, by Slight of Hand, touch'd the Spankers, 
and convey'd them ſnug into my Pocket; - and he 
will never have heard of them tince, till he reads this 
Apology for ſuch an Action; that, as I thought they 
would be a Convenience to me, my Conſcience was not 
too dainty to take them. - - E minimis major. = - - 
All this Harangue on my Philoſophy is neceſſary, 
though it may ſeem odd to many Readers, becauſe it 1s 
an apologetical Defence for every Action of my Lite at 
once: I may indeed illuſtrate it by more Inſtances in 
the Sequel of my Story, but ſhaſl now return where 
this Digreſſion degan. - - The Company went on un- 
der Mr. Fd with very great Succeſs, equal to the 
reateſt under Cibber, IWilks, and Booth: As for me, 
was occalionally more or leſs in his Favour and Inte- 
reſt as it ſuiced my own Convenience; for he ſhow'd 
me many Inſtances of his Readineſs to ſerve me, and 
Was on all Occaſions prompt and ready to do Acts of 
Fri-nlſnip and good Nature. The Stage was then as well 
rul'd by my Aſiſance, as a Gentleman not brought u 
to 1t, med rule 1t ; yet as it was my Opinion, and . 
other Players, that zo Gentleman is proper for the Maſter 
of a Theatre, we were not abſolutely contented, and we 
did not want for Grumbletonians in a rhearric Govern- 
ment. We knew indeed that our Maſter had redeem'd 
us from a thouland Inconveniencies we had labour'd un- 
der, gave us our own Terms, but yet we did not look 
upon him wich an equal Eye, and thought that Actors. 
were the only proper and fit Perſons to rule over Actors, 
and receive al the Profits of a Theatre. Theſe, I ſay, 
were Maxims that the chiefeſt Actors embrac'd, and in- 
culcated into others, as the fundamental Rights of our 
Conſtitution: On this the Company became unealy, 
and form'd themſelves into little Factions, and Cabals, but 
which could not then have been attended with any ill 
Confequences to the Patentee. But thele little Murmur- 
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ings were greatly heighten'd by the following Event, 
On the late Act for licenſing the Number of Stages 
taking Place, Mr. Giffard's Company acting then at 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, to whom Mr. Rich had let it, 
were oblig'd to break up, and provide for themſelves 
in the acting Companies as well as they could: Mr. F---4 
on this Occafion took ſeveral into Drury-Lane, and to 
make Way for them, diſmiſs'd ſeveral, who had long 
been appertaining to that Theatre. Mrs. Giffard and 
Mr. Gard were themſelves likewiſe afterwards en- 
gag d. This gave new Uneaſineſs to the old Stock, for 
we look d on them in a contemptible Light; and when 
the Seaſon came on, and Parts were caſt to theſe eig 
Actors, ſtill more and more murmuring Taunts and Jea- 
Jouſies aroſe. The Maſter favour'd ſeveral of theſe a a 
ditional Recruits in a particular Manner, and ſeem'd to 
make them his Confidents and Favourites. This ſtill 
made more Faction in our State, till at laſt it was divided 
into two Parties, the Riff Raf, and the Habs. The 
firſt were the Maſter's . the latter mine ; his were as 
the preſent Courtiers, and mine as the Patriots. The 
Titles may ſeem coarte to the Ears of Delicacy, but wh 
not as good and ſignificant as the preſent Names of Di- 
ſtinction in Sweden, the Hars — the Night-Caps, or 
indeed as our own Mhig and Tory. Another notable 
Mark of Diſtinction was, the Mafter's Party inſtituted a 
famous Club of Riff-Raffs, call d the Ox-Cheek-Club ; 
and this was erected on the Ruins of a Club, which the 
old Drury-Lane Company had formerly erected. 
Theſe Party-Diviſions are in a theatrical Government as 
rejudicial to the publick Good, as in a political one. 
he Buſineſs of the Stage was not fcl'ow'd with that 
Spirit and Alacrity as when Unanimuy reigns in the 
7 pac of the People. I did, I frankly confeſs, what a 
theatrical Patriot ſhould do, toment all the Diſcord, 
raiſe all the Jealouſies, in order, at a proper Time and 
. Seaſon, to raiſe a Rebellion, and bring about a new 
Revolution; and theſe Sentiments of Parrioriſm have 
been fince very ſerviceable to me in another RefpeR, for 
uw my political Effays, which I had the Honour to 
write in Defence of the preſent Alminiſtration, I have 
charg'd all thele Maxims home upon the Gentlemen in 
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the Country-Party, for my Father has prov'd the Rules 
for the Stage and State are the ſame in Parallel, fo alfo 
mult be thoſe of Patriotiſm. About this Time alſo I 
found the Wingsof my Power clip'd in Relation of pre- 
fiding over Rehearſals, and brought on one Morning a 
round Quarrel between ©---z and Ae; for I had long 
look'd on him as a proud — Blockhead, and he 
0 


on me as a vain impertinent Coxcomb; and — we 
might both be ſomewhat right in our Conjectures. In 


this Conteſt I valued nothing ſo much as his Contempt 
of Me; for on my ſmart cutting Repartees on him, he 
cry'd, with a Laugh, Dyarreliing with ſuch a Fellow, 
£5 like ſp--t--g on a 7--d, walking off as cool as a Cucum- 
ber. - - - And that was the Sire of the Rencounter we 
afterwards had at the Zed/ord Coffee-Houſe. All theſe 
Affairs happening, and my Trial not turning out to my 
Favour, my Soul became chagrin'd both with the Place 
and my Maſter : I was therefore reſolved to leave that 
Stage, and for ſuch Reaſons as you will meet with in 
the Sequel of my Story. Therefore as ſoon as my Be- 
nefit was over, I determin'd, according to an old Prac- 
tice I had got, of being of no more Service to the 
Maſter that Seaſon, to appear no more that Year, and 
indeed no more at all, while he was concern'd there. - - 
Retiring therefore from Covent-Garden into the more a- 
greeable and convenient Air of Charing-Crofs, I flung 
off the Comedian, and commenc'd Polizici2u ; but as by 
entering on that Subject, I ſhall begin a new Farce, it 


would be more proper to let the Curtain of this Chapter 
drop here. | 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IX. 


The Author ſteps out of his Way : Turns M n-ft-r--l 


Writer. The Reaſons why. Some chimerical 
Thoughts of making the Stage uſeful. 


06 Quiet Time in Hiſtory, ſays Mr. C://-y 
2 Cillber, like a Calm in a . leaves us 
00 but in an indolent Station: T's talk of our 


4 Affairs when they were no longer runied 
* by Misfortunes, would be a Picture without a Shade, 
« a flat Performance at beit.” This is his Ala tor 
the Relation of his ſtepping out of rhe Way, and turn- 
ing Pleader at the Bar; nor can I make any beter for 


telling how I became a a2 17 --al Iriter. The At- 
fairs at Dj uw y-Lanz went on tov fſucceſsful f mo t 
carry ſome Views I had into immediate E:ecution, 


therefore I thought it would be beſt ro pave my May to 
my Project by engaging the «Favours of the Miuliſten, 
and becoming his Advocate in Print. In this I thought 
to kill tuo Birds with one Stone, as I could ar the fune 
Time take an Opper unity ot revenging mylſelr to the 
full on Mr. Ft. d, by ſatirigi¹ him, nor only as to 
his rbeatrical Aﬀairs, but with Regard to his private 
Oeſcnomy. Accordingly I went to work and wrote 
2 Pamphlet call'd the Country Corre/pondent, in which 
I have ſhewn a Specimen ot my moral, theatrical, po- 
Iitical, and gallanr Character. Some People tmmed! ir-- 
Iy knew the Author, for ve great Authors are fon 

ound out let us take what Care we will to conceal our- 
ſelves. If I, or Mr. Pope, or my Father were to write 
any Thing without ſetting Hur Names to it, we ſhould be 
Ae in fix Lines r-2dins ; the Sie, he Manner, the 


Thoughts would all glare dut Vericcton, and the inimi- 
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ſuch Invectives _—_ Mr. F/--z---4, who had been my 
Friend: Others tell foul on me becauſe I bad openly, 
boldly, and ſtrenuouſly eſpouſed the Cauſe of the Mi- 
niſter. As for being called a Coxcomb, I had been ſo 
long us'd to it that it ſeem'd as natural to me as my own 
Name; nor did the Accuſations againſt me for libellin 

Mr. F--r---4 give me any Pain: They who had od 

Notions of Honour and Honeſty ſaid that I was an un- 
gratetul Raſcal, and this and that and t'other ; but they 
might as well have ſung Plalms to a Cow, for my Ph; - 
loſophy could azeny With it. What I did was conveni- 
ently neceflary, and if from being an obliged Friend I 
became a mortal Enemy, what more is it than what 
frequently happens among Miniſters of Stare and Ruler 
ot Empires. Auguſtiis and Antony had their fierce 
Conteſt for the World; and what was the Cauſe of the 
Quarrel between Sir Rt Jj-------e and Mr. *P------p, 
but Ambition in the one, and a Diſregard cf his Claims 
in the other. Inall theatrical as well as political Diviſions, 
to lucceed ia your Deſign you mult go through ru and 
Jin; the Sword of Defance is drawn, and the Scab- 
bard mutt be thrown away : Every one who has read 
Aachiavel knows theſe 3 are juſtifiable : there- 
fore whatever Falſhood, Scandal, Infamy, and Iugrati- 
tude my Country Corre/pondent might have contam'd a- 
gainſt Mr. F/--7---4, yer it being conſiſtent with my i- 
vate Views, no one who knows Men and Things can 
blame me; for I ſhall explain myſelf by giving ſome 
Reaſons which were then in Embrio, why I fo acted. 
I had determined to be as well with the AHA - as 
poſſible, and to merit ſomerhing from them, I undertook 
firft to be a Kind of an Hemer of what they call'd the- 
atrical Secrets. Our Maſter had publickly efpous'd the 
Party in Oppoſition to the AF---f---r, and was firm] 

attach'd to the Intereſt ot the P- of : This 
Conduct J heard was reſented by the A{---/t---7, with 
waiou he had once been on very good Tem: I thought 


therefore 
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therefore any private Intelligence againſt the Maſter, if I 
could poſlibly make it a political Concern, would be an 
Introduction to his Favour, and aſſiſt my future Scheme. 
An Incident happen'd as tavourable as I could with: A 
certain {-iſh Author was writing a Tragedy, which was, 
by his Friends, who were reckon'd the tiptop Criticks in 
| rom {a:4 to be a Performance of ſuch extraordinary 
Merit, that no Tragedy fince Sha%-fperr's Time could 
equal it, either for the Sub}/miry of the [lers, the 
Dignity of the Stile, the Nobleneſs of the Subject, and 
the Conduct ot the Sree: That it was wrote in the 
Defence of Fycedom, and had ſuch Speeches that at that 
Crifis of Time it would run as long as Cato had at a- 
nother particular Criſis. This dainty Tragedy was the 
much nois'd, much ſubſcrib'd for GusTavus VASA 
written by HENRY Brooks, Eſq; The Maſter had 
great Expectattons from it; and though it had been often 
read in private Company before it was brought to the 
Houſe; yet I knew little of it till then, as I was look'd 
upon as a Malecontent to the Matter, and conſequently 
out of the Secrets of the Miniſtry. But as ſoon as it had 
been read in the Green-Room, and the Parts deliver'd 
out to the Actors, and { was acquainted perfectly with 
the Play, I was determined I would take ſuch Mea- 
ſures that it ſhould not be acted; which would 
ſhew to the Miniſter what Zeal 1 had for his Ser- 
vice, and at. the ſame Time induige that Spirit of 
Revenge which I had againſt the Maſter. Now 
what does I, but repreſented to Mr. -- no Mat- 
ter for his Name 96 it was the proper Perſon to 
make ſuch an Inſor mation to, that this fame Tragedy of 
Guſtrous Viſa was a ſcandalous Libel againft the Go- 
vernment, and ſome Lines in the Praiſe of Liberty were 
10 introduc'd as to make ſtrong [auendoes that the Liber- 
ty of England was in Danger: This I repreſented with 
ſuch a Vehemence of Words and Action, that it gain'd 
Credit, and before it was ready to be perform'd, it was 
prohibited by my Lord Clamberlain. The Prohibition 
open'd the Mouths and Hezrts of the Admirers of this 
Tragedy, and they talk'd roundly about the Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion the Author and the Maſter of the Play- 
houſe mer with, which they attributed to the Fear the 
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Miniſtry had of its being perform'd on the Stage. Now 
to give my own impartial Thoughts on this Affair, I 
avow that I believe there was no | in the Play, nor 
do I think it would have met with that great Succeſs as 
was expected from it; for on the Publication it was not 
jadg'd near equal tothe Character that had been given it. 
However I cannot but make this Obſervation, that from 
the Action on the Stage, and the Aſſiſtance of the 
Scenes and Actors, it might have received ſuch addi- 
tional Strength, that it might, by the further Aid of a 
Party, have had a Run of ten Nights. And here I muſt 
obſerve again, that it was with great Policy and Pru- 
dence, that the Miniſter obtain'd the Licenſing AF, for 
though the Liberty of the Preſs allows a refus d Play to 
be printed, yet the Reading of it in the Cloſet will not 
convey an adequate Idea to the Repreſentation on a 
Theatre: Mr. Colley Cibber, who is à moſt ſtrenuous 
Champion for the Licenſing Act, has fully confider'd 
his Difference between a Performance printed only, and 
when it is ated. - - Thus he argues * - - It was 
laid that this Reſtraint upon the Stage would not re- 
* medy the Evil complain'd of : That a Play refus'd to 
* be licens'd would ſtill be printed with double Advan- 
tage, when it ſhoald be infinuated that it was refus'd 
* for ſome Strokes of Wit, and would be more likely 
then ro have its Effect among the People: However 
natural this Conſequence may ſeem, I doubt it will be 
very difficult to give a printed Satire, or Libel, half the 
Force or Credit of an acted one. The moſt arttul or 
* notorious Lye, or ſtrain'd Alluſion that ever ſlander d 
ga great Man, may be read by ſome People with a 
Smile of Contempt, or at worit it can but impoſe on 
* one Perſon at once. But when the Words of the 
** ſame plaufible Stuff ſhall be repeated on a Theatre, 
the Wit of it among a Crowd of Hearers is liable to be 
** overvalued, and may unite and warm a whole Body of 
the Malicious and Ignorant into a Plaudit: Nay, the, 
partial Claps of oriy twenty ill-minded Perſons 
among ſeveral hundred ot filent [{earers, ſhall, and 
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often have been miſtaken for a general A »probatiom, 
and frequently draw into their Party the ene 
or the Inapprehenfive, who rather than not be 
1 to underſtand the Conceit, will laugh with 
the Laughers, and join in the Triumph! But alas! 
the * Reader of the ſame ingenious Matter, can 
only like for Himſelf, and the Poiſon has a much flower 
Operation upon the Body of a People, when it is ſo 
retail'd out, than when told to a full Audience by 
Wholeſale: The fingle Reader too may happen to 
be a ſenſible, unprejudic'd Perſon, and then the merry 
Doſe, meeting with the Antidote of a ſound Judg- 
ment, perhaps may have no Operation at all : With 
ſach a one the Wit of the moſt ingenious Satire will 
only, by its intrinſic 'Vruth or Value, gain upon his Ap. 
vn var By or, if it be worth an Anſwer, a printed 
Falſlaood may poſitirely be confounded by printed 
Proofs againſt it. Bat againſt Contempt and Scandal 
heighten'd by the Skill of an Actor, ludicrouſly in- 
fuſing it into a Multitude, there is no immediate De- 
fence to be made, or equal Reparation to be had, for 
it would be but a poor Satisfaction at laſt, after lying 
long patient under the Injury that Time only is to 
ſhew which would probably be the Caſe, that the 
Author of it was a deſperate Indigent, that did it for 
Bread : How much lefs dangerons and offenſive then, 
is the 20777729 than the ated Scandal? The Impreſſion 
the Comedian gives it, 13 a Kind of double Stamp in 
the Poet's Paper, that raiſes it ten Times to the in- 
trinfic Value. | 
Upon the whole; if the Stage ought ever to have 
been reform'd ; if to place a Power ſomewhere of 
reſtraining its Immoralities was not inconſiſtent with 
the Liberties of a civiliz'd People, (neither of which 
any moral Man of Senſe can diſpute) might it not 
have ſhewn a Spirit too poorly prejudic'd to have re- 


jected fo rational a Law, only becauſe the Honour 


and Office of a Miniſter might happen, in ſome ſmall 
Meaſure, to be protected by it.” ; 
I muit annotate, that all that is ſaid here in Refe- 


rence to comic Satire, and the Comedian, is, v'ce v2r/a, 
equally applicable to the Tragedy and Tragedian : For 


when 
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when a mad brain'd tragic Author has ſtream'd into 4 
Patriotic Stile, 8 y rolling into vilifying Periods, 
ſignifying roundly nothing, but Invectives againſt a Mi- 
niſter, the pompous Buskins and Plumes of Tragedy, 
together with the Aſpect and Elocution of the Trage- 
dian, ſo ſpeak and play with the Imagination, that they 
deceive the Judgment, and win over many Spectators 
who might have thought them ſcandalous Bombaſt, had 
they been read ſoberly in the Cloſet. This, as I ob- 
{erv'd, was the Fate of Guſtavus Vaſa, Eſq; for after 
the Prohibition, the Author publiſh'd Advertiſements 
for a Subſcription, aad in thote Advertiſements made 
his Cauſe the Cauſe of the Publick, inſinuating it was 
refus'd for ſome Strokes of Liberty, which were dit- 
2greeable to People in Power: This indeed anſwer'd 
his Ends in point of Profit, tor being the firſt Play re- 
fus d fince the Commencement of the Act, People's Cu- 
rioſity were rais d not only by wanting to fee the prohi- 
bited Play, out of political Keaſons, but becauſe it was 
ſaid by common Rumour to be a mult excellent Tra- 
gedy ; The Profit of the Subſcription was equa] to what 
his moſt ſanguine Hopes might have promis d him from 
the Stage. As this may be the molt proper Place for it, 
I muſt inſert anotier Remark on refas'd Plays. After 
this Succeſs of the Sabicription of Gy?-vus , all 
the tragic Bards who were under the Influence of Mr. 
L tti- n, Prime Miniſter at N--rf--k Houle, threw 
into bombaſt Scenes all the Patriot-Libecty Flights their 
own little Geniuſes could ſuggeſt, or their Patron and 
Court of Aſſiſtants could muſter up: Some indeed lay 
they did not, on this Occaſion, inter: any Thing new, 
but that they had all from the firſt, wrote according to 
their infiratiivns and had fill'd their Scenes with the 
worn-out, unfaſhionable Notions of Liberty and publick 
Spirit: The next refus'd Plays were the Edward and 
Elecna ra, of Mr. Thompſon at Covent Garden, and a 
Tragedy wrote by Mr. Pattiſon at Drury-Lane, both 
of which were publiih'd by Subſcription, and adver- 
tis d that they fell the Martyrs to Freedom, publick Spi- 
rit, and the Devil and all: But, as the homely Proverb 
fays, — is as good as a Feaſt: The Publick had 
been cram'd by Eſq; — to Satiety; and Satiety, 

b 2 Om 


L 116 ] 


from a natural Effect it has on the Generality of Sto- 
machs of Mankind, will not allow an Avidity for more ; 
for, as Mr. Colley Cibber philoſophically and beautifully 
obſerves *, What Pleaſure is not languid to Satiety F. .... 
Satiety puts an End to all Taſte that the Mind of Man 
can delight in: Therefore their Subſcriptions fell ſhort 
of Mr. Bro:ks's confiderably ; and I believe the Patriot- 
Poets begin now to feel the ill Conſequences of an Oppo- 
ſition to a certain great Man as much as the Merchants: 
The Merchants would have a War, and they have had their 
Hearts full of it: The Poets would write up to a Re- 
fuſal, and I believe they begin heartily to repent it: Ve 
of the Court have, I gad, given them their Bellies full: 
J and Sir R...t play all the Game, and let us ſhuMe the Cards 
theatrically, or patriotically, we ſtill turn up Knave. ... 
But halt alittle, moſt gracious Reader, in the Fulneſs 
of my Heart I have digreſs'd fo long, that I don't 
know where I digreſs'd from: But that is juſt my Fa- 
ther's Way, for as we write, ſo we do but write on, 'tis 
ſufficient; as for Method and Connexion, we leave 
them to your little Geniuſes; our Irregularity in writ- 
ing, like our Irregularity in living, is more beautiful 
from its Deformity : Were we not ſingularly eminent, 
we might die unnoted by Fame ; but it is our Extrava- 
ganzas in Life which mark us out to the Gaze and Mon- 
der of the preſent Age; and the inexpreſſible Somewhat in 
dur Apologies will record us the moſt notable Par nobile 
of the Year 1740, excepting, with due Submiſſion, 
that great Par nobile Fratrum, who in A. Hr. . 
and Negecatian have ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd them- 
{elves to all Europe. 

But ſeriouſly to recover the Clue of my Hiſtory ; 
trom having given Reaſens why I abus'd Mr. F....d in 
my miniſterial Eſſays, I digreſs'd to my turning Infor- 
mer about Guſtavus Vaſa, and ſo deduc'd ſome hiſtorical 
Anecdotes concerning that dainty Piece, and added 
ſome political Remarks from Cibber's Apology, in De- 
fence of the licenſing Ad. . . Let ine ſce ..... Ay, it 
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was ſo. - I will now draw the Back Scene of my Pro- 
ceedings, and ſtill enlarge the Proſpect: It was in the 
Vacation of laſt Summer, when having retreated from 
Covent-Garden, | retir'd to Charinz-Croſs. My Enemies 
gave out, that I went there tor ſome trifling Sums I had 
run in Debt for at Mrs. $/--7e--4's, and ſome other fa- 
ſhionable reputable Bawdy-Houtes in Coven!-Garden 
Piazzas. Vile Infinuation ! How weak the Under- 
ſtanding of Man to account for Conduct of great Men, 
when they are ignorant upon what Principles they move, 
What reflective Witticiſms and Inuendoes have 
been flung at Sir - - - about this ſecret Expedition, 
which has been ſo long fitting out: What Things have 
been ſaid about a Suſpenſion, or Ceſſation of Arms, and 
I don't know what, when, at the ſame Time, the great 
Man acts upon other Meaſures than they gueſs, and in- 
tends to proceed on other Motives than they imagine. 
was us'd in the ſame Manner as to my /-cret Fxpel”- 
tion to Charins-Croſi : And as it is now over, and to put 
ſuch fruitleſs Reviiers to the Bluſh, I will tell them my 
Motives to it: Snpremis, as | was going to commence 
M - -- - - al Writer, it was proper 1 ſhould live near 
the xa - - r, not only for more eaſily attending his 
Levees, but to be more readily ſent for to attend à pri- 
vate Conference, and receive Inſtructions whom I was to 
laſh, what I was to defend, what gainfiy, when to give 
the evaſive, and when the downright Lie: All which 
Things are neceſſary fur a Writer to know, who has 
{uch a Patron to defend. - - As for the Frequency of 
my private Conferences, and the Nature of my lutlruc- 
tion, [ ſkall prudently be ſilent; Inſtructions given to Am- 
bailadors, tho' mov'd tor by Membersotthe Houte of Cs 
to be laid before them, are not to be revealed in tucli 
a Manner : Bur as to my 269 A a Leve? in Dorvu- 
ing ſtreer, that is notoriouſly known ; and I can ſay, 
with ſome Elevation of Heart, few in his Circle were 
more diſtinguiſh'd for their Senſe, Learning, Virtue, 
Honour, Policy, Ability, and Eloquence, than your 
little humble Servant T. C. - - - Bur beſides theſe Rea- 
{ons, my Printer and Publiſher lived at that Place, and 
it is beſt for an Author to confer with his Printer ver 

often; as how the Sale goes on, and whether any Cath 
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is become due, without mentioning the Neceſſity of 
correcting the Sheets from the Preſs; for what a fad 
Figure an Author makes in Print who don't know how 
to make þ:5 Stops: I therefore always ſtop my Works 
myſelt ; though as for the Spelling I leave that ro the 
Printer's Boy. Sure then theſe are ſufficient Reaſons to 
take off the Obloquy that was caſt on me, that vile 
Catehpoles drove me to a Place which | ot of mere 
Policy retired to. - - Well, there it was I compoſed 
mv Country Correſpondents, in all which I continued my 
Attack on Mr. Hd; and in a miſcellaneous rhapto- 
dical Way defended the Þ---- M------ r Tooth and Nall : 
In Taverns I eat for him, drank for him, talk'd for him, 
and when I went home about Four o'Clock in the 
Morning I wrote for him. | 


Aurcra Muſis Amica. 
Then wou'd I write about it and about it. 


I continued this zealous and ſatirical Fury for the whole 
Summer, nor did ! write Counrry Correſpondents only, 
bur ſometimes occafional Gazetteers, in both which 
Kinds of Writing I equally ſucceeded. 

This ſtrenuous Attachment of mine to the Admini- 
ſtration, drew on me the Abuſe of the Country Party; 
and I was libell'd under the Character of Piſtol in 2 
{candalous Paper call'd Common Senſe. The Author of 
that Journal is a profligate forging Fellow; for he in- 
ſerted Letters from Piſcol, with an Inſinuation (as T go 
by the Name of 7-1) that they came from me, uhich 
was as 2770;{:us3 a Lib as his Predeceſſor Miſt told (t 
Cellur Ciuuer; and I rake this Opportunity to avow 
tothe whole Waild that I never kT any thing to do 
with Cro11;rou SH, nor ever will: From my Soul I 
{cariily deſpile it; and from this Moment, till Atropos 
with fatal Shears ſhall ſnip the ſpinning Thread of vital 
Life, Common * and I are Enemies, and fo, Mr. 
Common He, your humble Servant. But it ſeems 
my great Apologiſt himſelf was droll'd upon for his 
Stute-writings: I mean the Comedy of the Non- Zuror, 
and Feyber was a ſtanding Joke till at Jaſt 1: 
fairly x1:]'d him. — Take the Story in his own Words. 

. Son 


happen'd that the former 
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Soon after the Nox- Juror had receiy'd the Favour of 
the Town, I read, in one of Miſt's Journals, the fol- 
lowing ſhort Paragraph: Yeſterday died Ar. Colle 
Cibber, late Comedian of rhe Theatre Reyal, noto- 
rious for writing the Non- Juror. The Compliment 
in the latter Part I confeſs I did not diſlike, becauſe 
it came from ſo impartial 1 6 and it really ſo 
art was very near true; 
for I had juſt that very Day crawl'd our, after having 
been ſome Weeks laid up with a Fever; However 
ſaw no Uſe in being thought ro be thoroughly dead 
before my Time, and therefore had a Mind to ſęe 
whether the Town cared to have me alive again. 
So the Play of the Orphan being to be acted that 
Day, I quickly ftole myſelt into the Part of the 
Chaplain, which I had not been ſeen in for many 
Years before. The Surprize of the Audience at my 
unexpected Appearance on the very Day I had been 
dead in the News, and the Paleneſs of my Looks 
ſeem'd to make it a Doubt whether I was not the 
Ghoſt of my real Self departed : But when l ſpoke 
their Wonder eas'd itſelf by Appin, which con- 
vinc'd me they were then ſatisfy dd that my Friend 
Miſt had told a Fib of me. Now if ſimply to have 
ſhewn myſelf in broad Life, and about my Buſine ſs, 
after he had notoriouſly reported me dead, can be 
called a Reply, it was the only one which his Paper, 
while alive, ever drew from me: But my particular, 
Offence of — the V- Juror has made me more 
honourable Friends than Enemies; the latter of which 
I am not unwilling ſhould know that that Part of the 
Bread I now eat was given me for having writ the 
Non- Furor.” 
This ſhows that though we State Writers are jok'd 


upon, yet Reward makes up tor theſe Squibs of Drol- 
lery. I maybe ask d why | was fo voluntary a Cham- 
pion for the M-------- r, and why I relate this Account 
of State Writing, and interſperſe political Memoirs and 
Remarks in this Apology, as they do not immediately 
relate to the Hiſtory ot the Stage. Some Fohn Trot 
may ſagely reply, that I write in this Manner mere] 

to imitate the Manner of Colley Cibber, —— But, Mr. 
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Trot, you are miſtaken ; Colley Cibber interſpers d De 

fences of Lord Chamberlain's Power, and Licenſin 

AX, for the fame Reaſon that I wrote Country Doe: 
pondents and Gazerteers, to create Merit with the 
M-------y, which we, at a proper Time, migh: make 
uſe of: The private Reaſon of writing theſe, and a- 
buſing Mr. Fl--;—d all tended to the fame Point: 1 
have often promis'd to tell them to the Reader, and 
ne __ ſhall lie no longer a Burden to me, but out 
It Hall. 

Mr. Co Cibber retired from the Stage, having pa- 
tiently fold his Share of the Patent to Mr. Highmore, 
when he had managed him ſo that he had got His own 
Price, and then he wiſh'd the Crew he left in the Veſſel 
a good Voyage; yet, ſays he, © though it began to grow 
* Ton in Lite with me, 2 Health and Strength 
enough to have been as uſeful on the Stage as ever, I 
] was under no viſible Neceſſity of quuting of it.” As 
an undoubted Proof of that, he has ſeveral Seaſons fince, 
on very valuable Conſiderations from Mr. F---4, pertorm'd 
occaſionally on the Stage. But though he had quitred 
the Theatre, and {14 his Share in it, when he had ſtaid 
with new Patente, and made them think it worth 
their while to conte up to his Price; yet the ſweet 
Profits of the Management of a Theatre remain'd 
ſtrongly in his Mind ; and notwithitanding all his Pro- 
feſſions of the Love of Retirement, he would gladly 
have been reinftated in the Government of a Theatre, 

could he have obtain'd tuch an Office, and not to have 
colt him any Thing. Now as he knew that I was a 
ſtrong Malecontent at Drury-Lane, and was ſenſible 
what Torrents of Ambition roll'd tumultuouſly o'er my 
Soul, having deriv'd their Source from his own Spring, 
he was aſſured that I would come into any Scheme that 
would footh my Ambition, and put me at the Head of 
a Company over which I was to have any profirable 
Share of the Management; for Anbition will be but 
an inglorious Paſſion if not founded upon Iutereſt: It 
is the Utile Dulci ſhould govern the Thoughts and 
Actions of the rational Part of Mankind. Acquainted 
with my Principles, and having ſeen what an Ahirophel 
vas in theatric Policy; how adroit in raiſing Commo- 
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tions, ſtirring up Revolts, heading Rebellions, and 
bringing about Revolutions, he thought proper to com- 
municate to me a Deſign ol gaining over to his Intereſt 
ſome principal Players of Drury-Lane Company, and 
then ſetting up a new Company under a Licenſe, which 
he did not doubt, for his great Merit and Services, he 
could eafily obtain. —— This Scheme jump'd with my 
own Way of Thinking, and I came into it with Heart 
and Hand; nor did he omit hinting to me that his only 
Motive to fuch a Deſign, when it began to grow late in 
Life with him, was purely to retrieve the Honour of 
the Britiſþ T heatre, and leave me handſomely pro- 
vided for. Now though I knew he did not care a Ruſh 
for me, nor would, out ot pure Love, give me à Far- 
thing to keep me from the Gallen, yet I had learn'd 
Art enough to diſguiſe my real Opinion, and give his 
Propoſal the Turn he would have it take. Having re- 
folved on this Defign, we did — all we could to 
bring it about; for your important Schemes cannot be 
executed as ſoon as plan'd, and therefore we were o- 
blig'd to wait a proper Opportunity, which was, 
while the Articles of ſome - the principal Actors 
under Mr. F}--t---4 were expired. In the mean Time, 
laſt Summer, to deſerve fomething from the M 
when I ſhould petition for any Favour, more Pater no, 
I rook up my Pen, wrote Country Correſpondents and 
Gazetteers in Defiance of Common Senſe and all its Ad- 
herents. So, Mr. Reader, you now know for what 
Reaſon I commenc'd ©Politiciny : — Well, methinks 
I hear ſome John Lor object and tay, — Is writing 
Country Correſpondents, and Gazerteers of luch Con- 
ſequence ? — Yes, Sir, to write as I did, and Jay a- 
bout me like a Draw anſir, and all that, Sir, is look'd 
on as meritorious ; and Merit is to be rewarded — All 
that Summer was chiefly ſpent in Politics and Amcurs; 
for I, as well as Sir - - -- - - „or , mult have my 
Relaxations and Divertiſements after the Concerns of 
a Nation have been pothering in my Brain; — | re- 
member the old Maxim: 


Iiterpone tus interdum gaudia Curtis. 
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Which I thus render: 


Sometimes the Cares of Empire to remove, 
Retreating to your Miſs, indulge your Love. 


A Maximl always follow, when fatigued either with 
the Affairs of the Stare, or the Cage, and the Example 
of my Betters keep me in Countenance, when I make 
this publick Confeſſion of it. --- To return: --- That 
my Politicks would not ſupport me, I ſoon found our, 
though had a particular Rees Honourable Gentleman 
taken me more particularly under his Patronage, It 
might have been worth his While, as well as nine: | 
might have been of great Service to him, for I could 
have made as good a Buſtle-Maſter-Genern! in St. Sr 
Chapel, as behind the S-enes : Of this I gave him a 
Hint in one of my Pamphlets, and told him with what 
an Air the young Captain could loll in his Char, 
while it roll'd down to the Houſe, ard that he could 
make Speeches to a te, as well as to an Audience. 
- -- But if People can't take a Hint, whoſe Fault 13 
that? Perhaps he wanted more explicit Explanation, but 
my conſummate Modeſty not ſuffering me to make ſuch 
an ones, it may have been my Diſappointment. - - - 
However I have this Conſolation, I am not the firſt Man 
of Merit who have ſuffer'd by that fimple Virtue - - - A+ 
I was not taken ſuch Notice of as my Vanity had ſug- 
geſted I delerv'd, I retreated from the Service. - - - - 
The Practice of all great Men on ſuch Occafions. - - - 
Fi pio, and others have done it. - - As I was reſolv'd 
not to act with Mr. F----d again, and he equally reſolv'd 
not to let me, 1 engaged with Mr. Rich; and appear'd 
on Covent-Garden Theatre. - - - I fo manag'd Matters, 
that I ſoon became ve Moor Genres there, and 
made the Under-Actors and Under-Servants of the 
Theatre know who they had got among them. As m 
Fnemies will allow I am a clever Fellow in my Way, 
muſt here mention the Sncceſs I met with in my 3 
rrical Way ; I had long ſighed to perform the Character 
of Baves in the Rel earſal, but my own Fears, and my 
Father's inimitable Action, ſtill fo freſh in every Me- 
morv, clip'd the Wings of my Ambition: However 1 
wes reloly'd to make a Puſh at it, and propoy'd to my 

new 
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rew Maſter the getting up the Rehearſal. Rehearſal, 
faid he, um h! And wh» can Bayes ? O! Sir, 
ſays I, you need not have ask d that Queſtion, when you 
have taken me into your Company. - Umph ! ſays h 
- - and took a Pinch of Snuff, and remain'd filent. - - 
urg'd the Thing, and what Houſes it would bring, if I 
had the Management of getting it up.... His Anſwer 
came from him by half Sentences, and Inuendoes, and 
Pinches of Snuff, as ... No,... NN 
[Snuff] The Character... The Character of Bayes 
ſupporred it. . . . *Twas a Hazard. 'Twou'd be an 
Expence. . . . Wou'd adviſe me not to think of it. 
[Snuff] My Father indeed to have play'd it might do 
ſomerhing. . . The Town ond make Compariſons. .. . 
Perhaps not for my Advantage. .. . The Expences, in 
ort, wwou'd be too conſiderable. ... (Here it was eaſy 
to underitand him) I therefore EV to him to add 
ſuch a ludicrous Spectacle, as, by his Advice and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, might bring great Audiences, though a Thin 
of a trivial Nature. ... Here I knew I ſhould rickle 
him : In ſhort, I propos'd to reinforce Bayes's Troops, 
and, with a new Set of Hobby Horſes, raiſe two new 
Regiments, who ſhould Exerciſe in martial Order upon 
the Stage, and by their capering and prancing like me- 
rag'd War-Horſes, divert the Multitude ; and that the 
Captandum vulzus he knew was the ſine qua non in the 
Theatre. ... This did all I wanted ; he came into my 
Scheme, and was fo very full of the additional Troops, 
that he undertook to . them himſell, which ke not on- 
ly did, but attended at all their Exerciſes and Muſters, and 
Reviews, was Riding-Maſter, Adjutant. General, and 
Generaliſi mo.. When it was perform'd I met with 
an Applauſe might farisfy the greateſt Vanity; and my 
Hobby- Horſe Regiments had as great Applauſe as my- 
felt : The remaining Part of the Seaſon went on with 
great Succeſs to the Maiter, by my Rehearſal, and my 
additional Troops had as many Qators at Covent 
Garden as his M - - -'s Houſhold Troops at a Review 
in Hyde- Park: This continu'd till the Maſter brought 
his Orpheus and Eurydice on the Stage, after which 
there was no Occaſion for Mr. Bayes ; the Twinkun 
Tankum of Mr. Orpheus, and the Metamorphaſes ot 
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Monſieur Harlequin, put my Troops to the Rout. How- 
—_— Cloſe of dhe Seaſon, made a Rally, and 
brought myſelf and my Army for one Night more into 
the Field. . To explain ; I prevail'd with Mr. Rich 
to let me have another Benefir the laſt Night but one of 
performing on the Theatre for this laſt Seaſon: I fay 
a not her having had about ou others within the Year. 
The Frequency of my having Benefits demands ſome 
Conſideration in this — as ſome Perſons have 
given themſelves Airs to cenſure me for it, and beſides 
it may bring out ſome theatrical Anecdotes and Rules 
— * for future and leſs experienc'd Actors. As 

the having Benefits is ſuppos'd to raiſe a Sum of Mone 
to reward an Actor, — as it is raiſing it in an — 
Way, what Crime 1s it if an Actor could get a Benefit- 
Play every Week? . . . O, but cries Mr. Oeconomiſt, 
who will buy but one Pit- Ticket in a Seaſon ? This is an 
Impoſition on the Publick, and ſevere Tax on your 
Tradeſmen, your Acquaintance, and your Acquaintance's 
Acquaintance? Ay, it might ſeem 16 indeed, if they 
were all, as for myſelf, but I have more Modefty to 
make unreaſonable Requeſts. . . In ſhort, Sir Miſacre, 
there is an Art to conduct ſuch Things with a Globs, ana 
an Art of which I am the original Inventor: I ſhall il- 
luſtrate this by Matters of Fact, as I practis'd them 
When I engag'd in that notorious Trial of my Cuckol- 

dom, I ſtood in Need of the Eſſence of Law, for Mone 
is the Sinews of Law, as well as War; and to — 
it, the eaſieſt and only Way was by having a Benefit. I 
ask d Mr. F. . . d this as a Favour, and a good natur'd 
Office, to enable me to obtain Juſtice for my Heart- 
wracking Injuries : Though this was at a very good Part 
ot the Seaſon, he, compaſſionating my Neceſſities, 
 comply'd : Now comes the Thing; 1 thought at 
that Crifis, having a Benefit in my own Name 
might be not ſo proper, and without it, you'll ſay, 
how could you get a full Houſe? .... Why, I 
found out a Way to have a Benefit, and a full Houle, 
and Nobody know it: Not to keep you in Suſpence, I 
got my Father to play for me, and Mr. F. 4 to let me 
have the Houſe, ſo it was done at once... You'll fay 
this was as fog" of the Maſter, ... but that is all 
over. Two Months after I had a Benefit in my own 


Name; 


[ 1231 


Name; that was mine by right, and I need ſay no more 
on 1t. ... But about three Months after i wanted 
another Benefit, which was in the Surmmner-Seaſon: : ... 
Then I was engag'd to Mr. Rich, and got Leave for the 
Houſe, and ſome Brother-Actors, to play gratis. 
But I did not tell the Publick it was my Benefit: No, I 
knew better; I touch'd them in a tender Point, and told 
them it was to 1 * my dear Infant Children which I 
had left by my firſt Wife Zennv ... And fo put at the 
Top of the Bills, For the Benet of Miſs Betty and 
As Molly, Sc.. .. Some indeed ſaw through this 
Artifice, but it paſs'd current enough with the Majo- 
rity. . .- At Chriſtmaſs | was to have had another, but 
the Weather prevented it: I have had another in m 
Courſe among the Actors, and another after them, becauſe 
I did not get enough by the former. . . . I muſt obſerve, 
that on theſe Occaſions] always find ſome Topick to 
diſplay my Orarory on, which I print at the Bottom ot 
my Bills, either as Advertiſements or Remonſtrances, or 
Petitions, or ſomething or other, and circulate them 
among the Gentry and Nobility, Tradeſmen, Acquain- 
tance and Strangers: Befides which, I generally ſpeak 
an Epilogue of Fo. Haynes's riding on an An; . to 
ſhew how I can laugh at Perſons calling me by Mock- 
Names, I advertis'd it, 70 be ſpoke by the young Captain 
in his Regimentals, riding on an Aſs... This may 
feem a trifling Story to the uprbearrical Reader; but J 
write this to inſtruct Poſterity, who are engag'd in 2 
Theatre, by what Means they may manage their Affairs; 
and | hope from theſe Hints ſome future Genius may 
find much Profit and Emolument. | 

The Seaſon being clos'd, I again retir d to Charing- 
Croſs, but not to write Politicks, if the Reader has any 
Curiolity to know what important Affair I went thither 
tor, that I might ſafely negociate it, let him peruſe the 
Beginning of the ſubſequent Chapter. 


CHAP. 


The Situation of Affairs at Drury-Lane THeatre.— 
The Scheme to get a new Licence explain d. 
Tbe Reaſon for the Publication of Mr. C. Cibber*s 
Apology given. — The Scheme miſcarries. 
moſt beroick Rhapſody. A Diſſertation on 
Property. An Apology for writing another 

_ Chapter. 


r ſurprize the Publick, becauſe it is ſuch a 
* Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, as will be 2 Key to 
HY ſeveral elaborate Digreſſions in the Apology 
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'D 
ot Mr. Colley Cibber : I muft previouſly obſerve, that 


in his hiftorical Part of the Stage he was very well 


vers'd in the Rebellions, Revelts and Revolutions of his 
Time, till he had fix'd the Government of the Stage 
under a 77iumvirate, of which he himſelf was one; 
and from the Time of his quiting his Share in the Pa- 
tent, ao one is better vers'd in Rebellions, Revolts, 
Revolutions, Facticus, Oppoſitions, &c. &c. than myſelf : 
T'wo Perſons of ſuch Experience might bring about 
reat Things in a zbearrical State, more eſpecially if 

the People were divided, and Heais and Animoſities 
were fomented among them. I have acquainted the 
Reader of ſome great Defign which was in Embrio, and 
which we only wanted an Opportunity to execute: 
This was for my Father, after having rais'd Uneaſi- 
neſſes and Jealoufies among Mr. F - - - 4's Company, to 
obtain a Licence tor a new Company. - - Some private 
Affairs of Mr. F- - - d's gave us the Opportunity we ſo 
much defir'd. - For as through the Confuſion Things 
were 
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were at Drury-Lane Theatre, and through a vic- 
lent Diſtemper, he could not appear himſelf; and a 
Report prevailing, which we induſtriouſly rumour'd as 
Truth, that he would never return to the Management 
of his Theatre again, we could not only the better ſo- 
Iicit the Mors, but even the Chamberlain, and with 
leſs Cppofition : To work we went, and indeed we at 
tirlt met with ſuch hopefal Succeſs, that I was not a 
little elate, and form'd much imaginary Triumph in my 
Heart. However, Mr. F- - d took ſuch Meaſures as 
to the Actors, that he thought, maugre all our Projects, 
he ſhould be able to retain a good Company at Drury- 
Lane: To traverſe this Deſign, and with a ſpecious 
View of acting juſtly, Mr. C. C. y repreſented to 
the L.. d C.. . . , that there was an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity for having another Company torm'd, as Mr. F.. d 
had very injuriouſly treated his chief Actors, and that 
there were very large Arrears due to them : 'To unpoſe 
ſtill the more on 2 C. . . , there were ſome Actors 
waited on the L.. d C.. . , introduced by Mr. C. C. 
and made ſuch Remonſtrances as were thought proper: 
Thus we carried on the Sollicitation, which occafioned 
an Order to be ſent to Mr. C.. . d, Prompter of the 
Theatre, that none of the Company ſhould engage in 
any other Company, or el{ewhere, without his Know- 
* ty and Permiſſion. This we look'd, in a Point, 
wr by in our Favour, to prevent any Actors making 
reſh Agreements, which Mr. F. d thought ſome 
Perſons view'd it in another Light, and imagin'd it was 
to prevent any Actors going fr5m him. When theſe Ne- 
gociations were thus carrying on, we had, we thought, 
another favourable Incident: Mr. F-- 4 was taken ex- 
rremely ill of the Gout, and he was in ſuch Danger that 
his Life was deſpair'd of: Nay, it was reported one 
Night that he was dead, and it was inferted as Truth in 
the publick Papers of next Day. I firſt heard it at the 
Tavern, and that was the Occation of my Bacckinaltian 


Tranſports | 
uo me Bacche ragis, Kc. 
— 


in a prior Chapter. But though this ea tor was falſe, 
yet ſo dangerous an Illneſs prevented his buſtling about 
<7 
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as he might otherwiſe have done; yet he managed ſo 
well, that our Repreſentation of the Affairs of Drury- 
Lane Theatre loſt conſiderably of their Weight, as great 
Part was, on Examination, found not to be ſtrictly true, 
and that Mr. C. C. had notoriouſly utter'd ſeveral Fibs 
both of the State of Drury-Lane, and the Menager of 
It. 

It may be objected that Mr. C. C. and myſelf, and 
others, were very great Scoundrels to take ſuch an Ad- 
vantage of a Gentleman, being in a deſperate Illneſs, 
and who had,at a vaſt Expence,purchas'd the Patent, and 
had redeem'd the Hay-market Company from the deſperate 
State they labour d under: Some added, that, not 
only taking ſuch an Advantage was unjuſt, but that 
telling Fibs were more ſo. But pray let me anſwer 
all Objectors. Is not in the tranſacting all State Affairs 
between Kings and Potentates all advantageous Opportu- 
nities to be taken ? Does not Policy require, when any 
Thing offers which may prove beneficial, that without 
any Qualm of Conſcience, the Prime M.. r of any 
Kingdom is to make Uſe of it, be it never ſo unjuſt or 
detrimental to a Rival Power ? Suppoſe the taking of 
Carthagena, or even the Iſland of Cuba would break 
the haughty Heart of the Queen of Spain, Is our Mini- 
{try to deſiſt gaining Part of her Dominions for Fear of 
being the Death of her? .. Not many People would 
think ſo: ,. . Though perhaps that tender-heartedneſs 
of the M. . max be the Reaſon why Admiral Vernon 
was not ſupported with Land- Forces. . . . But... Ne 
Sutor u'tra Crepidam. .. . Then, Sir, as for telling a 
few Fibs, what mighty Matter is there in that, when 
the Fibs may go a great Way to carry the Cauſe? In all 
caballing, theatrical or political Fibs are the moſt Eſſen- 
tial requiſite ; and moreover it is known in Fibbing you 
muſt fb roundly : If it is not diſcover'd, you, ten to 
one, impoſe on thoſe you repreient the State of the Caſe 
to, and carry your Views: And if you are diſcover'd, 
tis only pleading that you yourfelf have been impos'd on 
by 17 others: Were all the Fibbers in a Court to take 
Shame to themſelves for practiſing ſuch an Art, we 
might ſoon ſce ſome very great Men in Diſgrace: Td. 
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why may not the Fibber (or . . ibbers) of a Theatre take 
the ſame Scheme, without any Reflection of Scandal. I 
am ſo far from my thinking an Excellence in this Prac- 
tice is any Reproach, that as for my Part I value my- 
ſelf on it mightily, and intend, for the publick Good, 
to write an £//ay on the Art of Fibbing, which I deſign 
to publiſh next Winter by Subſcription. But a thorough 
Anſwer to all moral Objections, is mine and Mr. Colley 
Cibber's Philoſophy ; if our Conſcience can away with it, 
we may lay our Hands to our honeſt Hearts, and vow 
2 have acted like Men of Honour ; and who can gain- 
7m! ©. 

The Reader, now acquainted with theſe Anecdotes 
concerning Mr. Colley Cibber, may, if they have read 
his Apology, account not only for his political Eſſays on 
the Stage, his chimærical Thoughts for the Improvement 
of it, but alſo for fo true a Publication of it at the Time 
he was ſalliciting a new Licence. As I am a candid Hi- 
ſtorian, I will not conceal ſome Remarks which I have 
heard made when his Hiſtory and his Conduct have been 
compar'd, as if they were inconſiſtent with one another: 
He is ſaid, throughout his Apalagy, to have endeavour'd 
to prove, that the Multiplicity of Theatres is contrary to 
the uſeful Conſequences which may accrue from a well- 
govern'd Stage. True. I know it is a common 
*© Opinion, ſays he, that the more Play-houſes the more 
Emulation: I grant it; but what has this Emulation 
ended in? Why a daily Contention, who ſhall ſurfeit 
vou with the beſt Plays? So that when what caught to 
<* pleaſe can no longer pleaſe, your Appetite is again to be 
*© rais'd by ſuch monſtrous Preſentations as Diſhonour the 
*© Taſte of a civiliz'd People. If indeed to our ſeveral 
*© Theatres we could raiſe a proportionable Number of 
good Authors, to give them all different Employ - 
ment, then perhaps the Publick might profit from 
*© their Emulation: But while good Writers are fo 
* ſcarce, and undaunted Criticks ſo plenty, I am afraid 
a good Play and a bluziag Star, will be equal Ra- 


* Fa: C. Cibber's Apology, v. 5. 
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& rities. ”” . This has been urg'd as a Reaſon why Mr. 
Colley Suse ſhould not have ſollicited a Licence to have 
ſet up a new Company, and that it was againſt his own 
Maxims: But pray not ſo faſt: He remains in this Opi- 
nion ſtill againſt the Multiplicity of Play-houſes in the 
Main ; and if he had fet up another, it would have been 
only in ordine ad, to have ruin'd Mr F. . . 4's Com- 
pany, and to have reduc'd the Number to fe again : 
To effect this, he is ſuch a Judge of Tafte, he would 
have given no mn/trous Preſentations, but ſuch as might 
have done an Honour to a c:viliz'd People : But then ſay 
you, this, he ſays himſelf, could not be done without 
ed Authors; and goed IWriters are very ſcarce. 
They are ſo, but would there not have been HIMSELF 
and MysSELF to have entertain'd the Town, fo that 
all theſe futile ObjeRtior.s fall to the Ground. Again, 
ſays Mr. Obje&eor, after Mr. Colley has enter'd himſelf 
a voluntary Champion for reſtraining the Number of Play- 
houſes, and given the Publick a Pourtrait of his Mind, 
to let them ſee haw far he is or is not a Blacthead, when 
he pretends to talk of ſericus Matters above his Capacity, 
he thus ſtrengthens his Arguments; <* And now we 
£6 
«© tend for, Variety of Play-houſes ! How was it poſſible 
*© ſo many could ſubſiſt on what was to be ſeen? How 
could the ſame Stock of Plays ſupply four Theatres, 
«© which not well ſupport two? .. Had this Law been 
made ſeven Years ago, I ſhould not have parted with 
«<< my Share in the Patent under a thouſand Pounds more 
than I receiv'd for it. - - So that as far as I am able 
«© to judge, both the Publick, as Spectators, and the 
„ Patentces as Undertakers, are, or might be in a Way 
of being better entertain'd, and more conſiderable 
% Gainers by it.” All this amounts to no more, than 
as this Law prohibits an wniicens'd Number of Play- 
houſes, the Value of the Direction of a Theatre may in- 
creaſe, and that Mr. Cell Cibher might have been a 
very conſiderable Gainer, if he cbtain'd a Licence to 
have been an Undertaker of another: We had ſuch ſan- 
guine Hopes of Succeſs, that we had fix'd on the Place 
to have cncamp'd in, and have upen'd our Campaign: It 
Was 


have ſeen the Confequence of what many People con- 
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was the Orera-houſe in the Hay-market, where the Re- 
volters of his own Time fix'd, but which he would 
have had alter'd to the Plan of Drury Lane; this is 
hinted at in ſeveral Parts of the Apology ; but in Page 
184, he proves it a proper Spot, and the Hopes that 
fuch a 9 might End From the valt Increaſe 
Dot the Buildings [Groſvenor-Square, Sc.] I have 
mention'd, the Situation of that Theatre has recetv'd 
conſiderable Advantages ; a new World of People of 
** Conditton are nearer to it than formerly; and Lam of 
** Opinion that if the Auditory Part were reduc'd, a 
little more to that of the Model of Drury- Lane, an 
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excellent Company of Actors would now find a better 
Account in it, than in any other Houie in this po- 
pulous City. Let me not be miſtaken; I fay an 
excellent Gann „and ſuch as might be able to do 
]ñuſtice to the belt Plays, and throw thoſe latent Beau- 
ties in them, which only excellent Authors can diſ- 
cover, or give Life to: If ſuch a Company were nov, 
* there they would meet with a quite different Set of 
Auditors than other Theatres have been lately us'd 
„to.“ — Here, in his own Words, you have the 
Ground-WWork of our Scheme: And who is there can 
doubt. but under His Direction and mine, the Morals 
of 4 Theatre muit have been reform'd, tor what by our 
knowa Virtues, and experiencd Knoruleds: of Good- 
breeding, we ſhould have made our Theatre the School 
of Manners, Virtue, and Politeneſs. . .. For has he 
not in his * Chimerical Thoughts of making the 
Hage uſeful, built a Theatre in the Air, to prove f 
hi; Concern that the Theatres have not a better 
'Pretence ro the Care and further Conſideration of 
thoſe Governments where they are toberated. - - - - 
There was a Time, adds he, and not yet out of many 
Peoples Memory, when it ſubſiſted upon its own rational 
Lavours; when even _ attended an Attempt to 
reduce it to Decency; and when Actors themſelves 
were hardy enough io hazard their Intereſt in the 
Purſuit of 0 dangerous a Reformation. —— Now 38 


10 


* Chap. II. + Apology, p. 24 
Wo all 
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all know what wAs may be again, we flatter'd ourſelves 
that we ſhould have brought about a theatric Reforma- 
tion: And more eſpecially from the Publication of the 
Apology, having laboriouſly and zealouſly ſhewn in it, 
— * Regard was always paid to the Power of a 
* Lord Chamberlain, and what Influence and Opera- 
tion that Power muſt naturally have in all theatric 
<© Revolutions.” —— 


But oh theu curfh tnconſtant, fickle --- B--ch ; 
Thou Strumper Deity, For TUNA hight ; 
Thou, thou xcith painted Looks and Eyes alluring, 
Who {mil'd deluſive on my faireſt Hopes; 
Juſt, juſt upon the Brink of full Enjoyment, 

«th jilting Mein thou turn ſt thy Backſide on me, 
And ſiniliſt indignant at my aind Embrace 
Curſe on my wayward Fate — Curſe on my Stars /--- 
Under what Har thcatric was I born ? —— 


—— Oh! gentle Render, excuſe this heroic Agitation 
of my Soul; the Thoughts of what I am going to tell 
you, Hit the Cauſe that rouch'd my Brain, and threw 
me into this paſſionate Rhapſody : After all our Hopes, 
after all our Negociations, Sollicitations, Kepreſenta- 
tions, Lucubrations, and Apologies, the Theatre Colley 
Cibber built in the Air, muſt ſtill remain in Nabibus, 
though f it was in a much better Laſte than any he had 
ſeen; and we have only now Leave to play with the 
Project in Fancy. — In plain Engliſh, my Lord 


— at —— 


C. Cibber's Apology, p. 209» + Ditto, p. 208. 
1 8 Chamoverlain 
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Chamberlain denied us a Licenſe, on fo fooliſh a Rear 
fon (begging my Lord's Pardon for the Expreſſion) as, 
he would not conſent, without any Foundation of Rea- 
fon, for us to invade a Gentleman's Property: But my 
Lord has another Way of thinking, as to moral Obliga- 
tions, than C.. C. /; and however he may approve 
of him as an entertaining Companion, he has no Opi- 
nion of him as a Moral Philoſopher. It is not be- 
coming in me to call his Grace's , into Queſtion ; 
nor do I: They are above the Deſcription of my Pen, 
though that can ſome:imes ſoar ſuch Heights, as may 
be beyond the Ken of common Underſtanding : But 1 
may ask this digreſſive (Queſtion, ¶ at is PRopFRTY ? 
It is merely having the Poſſeſſion of a Thing, 
which Poſſeſſion gives a juſt Right to it till diſpoſſeſs'd 
thereof: For as Poſſeſſion is univerſally allowed to be 
Nine Parts of the Law out of Ten, it is to be ſuppoſed 
it is Nine Parts of Juſtice out of Ten; and conſequently 
ſhould be the Ballance of every Man's Actions. As 
for Inſtance, If a Tradeſman, viz. a Woollen Draper, 
Haberdaſher, Mercer, Laceman, Ec. had particular 
Goods in their Shops, their Goods during that Time 
are their Properties: They are ſo. Well, the Taylor 
purchaſes ſome of them from the ſeveral Shops, and 
they become is, Now it I order the Taylor from 
thoſe Goods to make me a handſome Suit of Cloaths, 
and he makes them and delivers them to ne, will any 
one ſay they are the Property of the Woollen-Draper, 
Haberdaſher, Laceman, Cc. or Taylor? No, they are 
mins. —— Ap, ſays Sir Sneerer, if you have paid for 
them. —— Ay, Sir, if I have not paid for them to), - - 
The Cloarhs, durante poſſeſſions, are legally mine; 
and as my Property I wear them. — Lhe Taylor indeed 
may bring his Action at Law; and then play leaſt in 
Sight; bur ſtill wear the Cloaths. — He forces me to 
the Verge of the Law; I ſtill wear the Cloaths; and, 
til! he is able to beat me out of all my ſtrong Holds, 
I make no Conſideration of his Claim to them, or an 
Equivalent for them. — Property fluctuates and changes 
Maiters : Tis a quick Inheritance: 


He: e Heredem velut unda [upervenit u dam. 
K 3 Fol give 
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Forgive the Lowneſs of my Illuſtration, and making 
myſelf an Example: But Truth is Truth, however 
mean the Object may be that demonſtrates ir. If you 
would have a more elevated Idea, behold the fluctuating 
Property of the greateſt Empires and Kingdoms of the 
World: Your Aedes and your Perſians are no longer 
govern'd by their Cyrus's and Darius's. — Alexander's 
Family are not in Poſſe ſſion of the territorial Propert 
which he himſelf took from others. — But why need 1 
be prodigal of my hiſtorical Learning. — Does not the 
A. Kouli Ran, at this very Day, make the Do- 
minions of the Sp of Perſia his Property; and has 
he not made the vaſt Riches and Provinces of the Great 
Mogul his Property ; and 1s he not meditating to make 
other Provinces ot the Ottoman Empire his Property? 
But you ſay this is Injuſtice, and that he, in fact, is 
an Uſurper, — A Figo for Diſtinction of Names; while 
he is in offedion of his Territories, and at the Head of 
his Armies, he 1s a Prince. — I only wiſh I could be the 
Kouli Kan of the Theatre, and the Mobile might give 
me whatever Name or Title they pleas'd beſides to di- 
ftingutſh me by. — But do not our European Potentates 
ct on the ſame Princ ple: If they can once gain Poſ- 
ſeſſion, by Fraud or Force, of a convenient Ifland, or 
Tract of Land, or Dominion, do they not think they 
have a juſt Right to it, and that it becomes their Pro- 
perty ? — Would any good Eugliſoman doubt our indiſ- 
putable Right to ibraltan, Minorca, Jamaica, --- or 
Iliſpaniola and all the Anerican World if we could 
take them from the SHauiarde, und afterwards keep 
lem. — It, therefore L, either i or Fraue, could get 
any Part of the thearric Dominions, am I to blame ? - - 
Or uf 1, the _ 19297 Crpratin at Land, meeting with a 
rich trading Taylor, ſhould plunder him of a Jaced 
Sum of Cloati:cy, why am I to be cenfured more than 
another Captain at Sea, who plunders a Caracca Sep? 
O 6:7, lays my Opponent, [ /uppo/e — the public Pro- 
perry of Nations, and the private Property of Sub- 
iel are differently to e conſidered. — | am your 
humbie Servant for that, my Dear: By my Philoſophy 
I look upon tne State of Nature as a State of War; oh 18 
fair Play in this Scramble for the Good of the World F 
an 
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and [ think myſelf, in this Reſpect, acting in as juſt 


Principle as any Potentate living. 


Why was not T the Tweentieth by Deſcent, 

From a long reſtive Race of droaning Rinn, 

Te Gods | why gave ye me a Monarch's Hal, 

Al cruſted it with baſe Plebeian Clay ? 

Deyden's Spaniſh Fryar 

What a Buſtle-Maſter General would I have made a- 
mong the Princes of the World, and elbow'd all the 
Monarchs round about me. — But, oz fic Dii voluere. 
- - - Therefore in mimic Parallel among the Plumes of 
T -agedy, and Struts of Ambition, I ſhew a Dawn of 
whar, had I been a Prince, I ſhould have acted. 

But to return from this Digreſſion on Property. - - - 
Our Hopes were fruſtrated, as to forming a new Com- 
pany by the Sanction of a Licenſe from the Lord Cham- 
berlain; and Mr. Colley Cibber's Ambition and private 
Views have the ſame Fate as mine. — He, 1adeed, 
may pleaſe himſelf with his Follies, having a plentiful 
Provition for Lite, and ſtill have the Joy he took in the 
End of an old Song. 


Ay Mind, my Mind is a Kingdom to me. 
He like a looſe Philoſopher may again ſay, 


Bleſt in the dear Delirium let me live, 


Me while my laughing Follies can deceive, 
Rather than wiſely know my Wanrs and grieve. c 


But, for my Part, I muſt again ſubmit to return to the 
Stage a Servant inſtead of a Manager; which had 1 
| known ſome Weeks ago, this Apology had not, as yet, 
have been wrote, nor my Father's would not, as yer, 
have been publiſh'd : But as I am drawn into this 
hiſtorical Narration of the Stage, which 1s, in fact, a 
true and neceſſary Appendix to his, I will make ic as 
compleat as poſſible ; tor which Reaſon, I ſhall enter 
on another Chapter, that I may give the theatrical 
Characters of the principal Actors now I:ving, not only 
as it will be in Mr. e Manner, which I 
promis'd to follow in my Title Page, but, in f:&, 29 
this Apology will not be, 4s Hiſtorica! Few of tho 
| K + S1 A 
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STAGE during my own Time, without them: The 
drawing Characters is the moſt difficult Province of a 
Hiſtorian ; and very few, either antient or modern, 
have ſucceeded in them: They who ſneer at Cibher's 
Apology in general, approve of his characterizing his 
Co- temporaries; they own the Draught is maſterly, and 
the Colouring entertaining. I am ſenſible therefore how 
hard the Task muſt be to give the Pourtrait of living 
Players, when all the Town 1s acquainted with the 
Originals: However, as I am of a ſtrong Opinion this 
Apology, as well as the other, may live to late Poſterity, 
I am not willing my Co-7empora; ies ſhould be buried in 
Oblivion ; and perhaps there may be no Apologiſt rhea- 
rrical hardy enough to ſucceed me: My Friends of the 
Stage will therefore excuſe my Manner, Partiality, and 
Expreſſions, and what they may not approve, as being 
too free, pals over with a Smile „f Contempt; for, to 
conclude, I ſhall be as free with Mr. C. Cibber and 
myſelf as any of them, whoſe Characters I ſhall draw 
"1p as Parallels to one another: As I have given you, 
Reader, the Bill of Fare of the next Chapter, ir 15 in 
your own Option whether you will fer down to the Mea]. 


CHAP. XI, and Laſt. 


The ſeveral theatrical Characters of ſome of the pre- 


ſent Actors. Parallel between the Author 
ad Mr. Colley Cibber. The Concluſion. 


- 


2 eſteem'd the moſt difficult for an Hiſtorian to 
fccced in, I am under ſome Apprehenſions 
SIVEDLE) that this Chapter may not only be the leaft 
entertaining, but may give Offence, when I have no 


Manner of Deſign that it ſhould, To draw Characters 


requires 


FRET) I S I am now entering on a Province which 1s 
5 


— 
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requires not only a great Judgement but great Art, th 
you deſcribe Perſons that have lived ſome Years or Cen- 
turies before you write: But to draw the Characters of 
Perſons living — Hic Labor, hoc Opus . — Equally 
to avoid Flattery or Cenſure, and to keep ſtrictly to a 
judicious Narration, is what few Hiſtorians have ſuc- 
ceeded in at all; but to characte rize your Cotemporaries, 
then living, requires ſuch an honeſt Impartiality that ſtill 
fewer have attempted it. — On theſe Confiderations I 1 
would have wav'd giving any Characters of my theatri- 
cal Brethren ; but on the Remonſtration of ſome Friends 
that my Hiſtory would not be com:pleat without them, 
I muſt, in Part, enter on this arduous Undertaking : 
Fatta oft Alea, as Ceſar ſaid, — The Die is caſt, --- 
ell paſs the Rubicon: Proceed I muſt and will; there- 
fore in the Conclution of this prefatory Paragraph I ſhall 
chuſe the Motto of another great Man, Far: gue Sentias ; 
and fo, Mr. Reader, and Sir Actor, I hope you will peruſe 
the Reſt of this Hiſtory with Candour, if my Pictures 
are ſuch as you in Truth know them to be : For, as the 
Gazetteer tays, ** Moſt Writers ſeem to have it more 
in View to diſplay their own Parts, or make their 
Court to the Perſon characteriz'd, to his Relations, 
Friends, and Dependants, than to draw him truly 
ſuch as he was; and of many ſuch it may be ſaid as 
was faid of the Painter who excell'd in Colouring and 
Proportion, That his Pictures had every Excellence 
but Likeneſs.” — It may be wonder'd why I quote this 
Author ; but I am willing to pay all Deference to an 
Author who has been engaged in the ſame Cauſe with my- 
ſelf, and perhaps my iadividual SELF : I only wiſh my 
Pictures may have ſome Likeneſs, which will, I believe, 
attone for the Want of other Excellencies, preſuming this 
Attempt may be neither diſagreable to the Curious, or the 
Frequenters of a Theatre, take it without any farther 
Preface. 

In the Year 1740, the principal Actors, or whom I 
think the principal Actors, may be thus impartially and 
conciſely pourtray d. 

As Tragedians claim, from their coſtly Plumes and 
T rappings, a Superiority of Merit over the Comedians, 
I {hall begin with them; and taking the Liberty of de- 
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Diating from Cicero, Salut, Clarendon, and all other 


Hiſtorians, except Colley Cibber, ſhall deſcribe them juſt 

as I think proper. | 
.at Drury-Lane Houſe, and D-l-ne at Covent- 
Garden, are the Perſonas Dramatis which are without 
Competitors: They both play the chief Characters in 
the ſame Caſt, therefore I ſhall conſider their different 
Characters together. .- has been many Years on the 
Stage, and has gradually roſe up to that Height of Re- 
putation he at preſent enjoys: When Drury-Lane 
Theatre was under the Direction of the late Mr. Rich, 
He was in the inferior Claſs; and the Lieutenaut of the 
Tower in Cibber's Alteration of Richard the Third was 
one of the principal Parts he perform'd : The Caſt of 
ſeveral Plays in Print fully prove his Abilities were then 
thought but very inſignificant ; however, on a new 
Company fetting up at Lincals's-Inn-Fields, he was 
engae'd in it, and has ever fince, but more eſpecially on 
the Death of Boheme, gradually roſe to a great Degree 
of Favour with the Publick : Mr. Bozth's quitting the 
Stage {till ſet him in a fairer Light, and indeed left him 
without a Rival : He had for fome Time appear'd with- 
out any Competitor, when, all on a ſudden, there ap- 
pear'd at Goodman's-Fields a young T ragedian from 
Dublin: This was D.. I. ne. Novelty, Youth, a hand- 
ſome Figure, Cc. took off from any ſevere Criti- 
ciſm on his Elocution and Action. In ſhort, though 
ſo far from the polite End of the Town, he drew to him 
ſeveral polite Audiences, and became in ſuch a Degree 
of Repute, that Compariſons were made between him 
and Or-; nor was he without Admirers of both Sexes 
who gave him the Preference: He was not inſenſible of 
this, and determin'd to leave Gooadman's-Fields, and in- 
dulce his Ambition at one of the Theatres Royal: 2. 
juſt at that Time left Coavent-Garden for Drury-Lane, 
and he engag'd with Mr. Rich at Covent-Garden ; 
and in two or three Years ou the Stage gain'd that 
Station on it, which moſt of the other Actors could not 
in many Years attain to. O. has the Character of a 
juſt Speaker, but then it is confin'd to the folemn de- 
clamatory Way: He either cannot work himſelf into 
| | the 
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the Emotions of a violent Paſſion, or he will not take 
the Fatigue of doing it: The Partiality of his Friends 
ſays he can touch the Paſfions with great Delicacy if 
he will; but general Opinion affirms he has neither 
Power of Voice or Senſation to give Love or Pity, Grief 
or Remorſe their proper Tone and Variation of Features. 
D.. I. ne is alſo eſteemed a juſt Player; and though he 
has often a more loud Violence of Voice, yet, either” 
from an Imitation of ©...n, or his own natural Manner, 
he has a Sameneſs of Tone and Expreſſion, and drawls 
out Lis Lines to a diſpleaſing Length: But that loud 
Violence of Voice is uſeful to him when Anger, Indig- 
nation, or ſuch enrag'd Patfions are to be expreſs d; for 
the ſhrill Loudneſs marks the Paſſion, which the {ſweet 
Cadence of ©...n's natural Voice is unequal to. In ſuch 
Parts, eſpecially Alexander, D.. I. ne pleaſes many; for 
the Million, as C. C. ſays, are apt to be tranſported 
when the Dram of the Ear is foundly rattled: But on 
the contrary, uuns folemn Sameneſs of Pronunciation, 
which conveys an awful Dignity, is charmingly affecting 
in Car. D. l. ne is young enough to rife to greater 
Perfection; ©...n. may be faid now to be at the Height 
of his: If D..!..ne has the more pleaſing Perſon, Q. u 
has he more affecting Action: Both might ſoon appear 
with more Advantage it they were on the ſame Stage : 
The Rivalſhip of D.. I. ne would give a ſpirited Jealouſy 
to Jen, and force him to exert himſelf; and Qn“ 
judgment would improve the unfiniſh'd Action of 
D..i..ne; but they are the Cefar and Pympey of the 
'T heatres, and one Stage would be incompatible with 
their Ambition; Qin could bear no one on the Footing 
as an Equal, D.. I. ne no one as a Superior. 

A7...fv....d is an Actor with all the Happineſs of Voice 
that can be imagin'd, and a Perſonage very well turn'd 
for the Lover or the Heroe ; nor, when he is not indolently 
negligent, does he often betray a Want of Judgment: His 
Voice is ſweet, with an uncommon Strength; and in 
the Decadence of it, there is a Softnets which adapts 
it to touch the Paſſions of Grief, Love, Pity, or 
Deſpair. In Comedy the Eaſineſs of his Dialogue in the 
genteel Characters ſeems very amiable ; and though in 
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his Action and Speech he does not imitate that quick 
ſnip-ſnap Catch of the late Mr. Vilis, to expreſs Spirit 
and Vigour; yet his Voice and Geſture ſhow ſuch a 
Vivacity as are the juſt Effects of Nature: In low 
Comedy he has been ſeen to ſucceed beyond Expecta- 
tion ; and to ſpeak all in a Word, according to Mr. 
Cibber's Deſcription of Mountford, he is, or might be, 
the true Repreſentative of him. 

Of Mr. William M. . Is I have faid ſomething in a 
preceding Chapter ; all I ſhall add here is, that he is 
not excellent in Tragedy, the Inanity of his Voice 
being uncqual to the Swellings and Throws of the 
Sublime: In Comedy he ſucceded to Mr. ilis's Parts; 
has caught ſomething of his Catch in the Voice; is 
always very buſy on the Stage; and, what all Actors 
ought to value themſelves upon, very perfect. 

Griffin and Foe Miller being dead, I ſhall give no Ce- 
ſcriptions of them, nor of thoſe who have ſucceded to 
their Parts; for if I ſhould ſpeak of their Excellencies, 
I ſhould be tempted to mention the comparative Inequa- 
lity of their Succeflors. Like the great Apolagiſt's 
Method of treating Verbruggen, Keen, Boheme, &c. Cc. Oc. 
I ſhall paſs over che Reſt of the preſent Players as Princes 
of petty Fame: I ſhall therefore only ſpeak of two 
Actreſſes, and Myſelf, and Coll:y Cibber in Parallel. 

Mrs. Cle is eſteem'd by all an excellent Comic 
Actreſs; and as ſhe has a prodigious Fund of natural 
Spirit and Humour off the Stage, ſhe makes the moſt of 
the Poet's on it. Nothing, though ever fo barren, 
even though it exceeds the Limits of Nature, can be 
gat in ker Hands: She heightens all Characters of Hu- 
mour ſhe attempts; nor is ſhe confined only to the 
{{:yden Miſs or pert Chambermaid, but in ſpiritous gay 
Characters of high Life, ſhe always appears with ſuch 
Air, Mein, and Action, as ſpeak the Gay, the Lively, 
and the Deſirable. She has been, by Perſons who re- 
member both, compared to Mrs. Mauntſord; and, by 
their natural Talents for the Stage, I am apt to believe 
the Compariſon not unjuſt: I muſt however obſerve, 
Mrs. Mauntfard appear'd with great Succeſs, en Cavalier, 
arid made an adroit pretty Fellow: Mrs, Cl., e does not 
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appear in theſe Chracters, the concealing Petticoat better 
ſuiting with her Turn of Make than the Breeches: It 
is not from want of Spirit or Judgment to hit off the 
Fop or the Coxcomb, as ſhe has evidently prov'd in the 
Ballad ſhe Sings, call'd the Life of a Beau, in which her 
Action and Gefture is as pleaſing as in any Part ſhe per- 
forms: I could wiſh ſhe would never attempt ſerious 
Characters in Comedy; and to reſign the Part of Ophelia 
in Hamlet, in which ſhe is very unequal to herſelf : - - 
Yet all will allow, that take her all in all, ſhe has ſuch 
Talents as make her an excellent Actreſs. 

Though Mrs. CI. e is by far the moſt excellent Actreſs 
of the Drury-Lane Company, and to ſpeak out the ſe- 
vere Judgment of experienc'd Criticks, the only Actreſs 
who has any Excellence in it, yet ſhe has a Competitor 
in Fame at Covent-Garden Mrs. H.. f. n ſtands in the 
ſame Degree of Superiority on this latter Stage, as Mrs. 
C1...e does on the former; but I muſt obſerve, that their 
Talents, Manner, Air, Geſture, and Caſt of Parts are 
very different. a 

Mrs. H...t...n, though paſt the heyday of her Beauty, 
yet betrays ſo little decay of Youth, that an inexpreſſible 
Somewhat in her Air, Face, and Mein throws out ſuch 
a Glow of Health and Chearfulneſs, that, on the Stage, 
few Spectators that are not paſt it, can behold her with- 
out Defire; and, in the Fullneſs of my Heart I may 
venture to confeſs, that the Deſirable is ſo predominant in 
her that my Soul has a Tafte or Tendre for Mrs. II. . . u. 
To ſpeak critically of her as an Actreſs, in all Parts of 
a gay Impertinent, or the Coguette, ſhe has all the Fe- 
male Foppery that a giddy, lively, fantaſtick Creature 
can be affected with. — The Language, Dreſs, Motion, 
and Manners of a Millamant ſeem naturally her own ; | 
and I may ſay of her, what the great Apolagi/t ſaid of 
Mrs. Bracegirdle in that Part; that * when ſhe act: 
«© Millamant, all the Faults, Follies, and Aﬀectation ot 
<< that agreeable Tyrant were venially melted down into 
*© ſo many Charms and Attractions of a conſcious 
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Beauty. — But beſides theſe Foibles of the Fair Sex, 
ſhe can riſe into the decent Dignit, of a fine Lady, and 
charm with the innocent Reſerve of an Indiana, as by 
the fluttering Je ne ſcar quoy of a Millamant. In Tra- 
gedy, fince the Death of Mrs. Hallam, ſhe ſtands with- 
out any equal Competitor; for ſhe has that Grace in 
her Preſence, that clear Melody in her Voice, with 
Strength enough to expreſs the Violence of ſome Paſſions, 
and Softneſs to ſubſide into the Harmony of others, that 
no Actreſs now performing on either Stage can, in this 
Light, be compared to her. — There are ſome indeed, 
at both Houſes, who throw out ſome Proffers of a Genius, 
yet cannot be rank'd in any Degree of Perfefim ; for 
either they heavily drag the Sentiment along, with a 
long-ton'd Voice, abſent Eye, and Inanity of Geſture, 
or elſe with an impetuous Velocity of Voice, ſtaring 
Eye, and unmeaning Superfluity of Action, make the 
Performance come out odly diſguis'd, or ſomewhere de- 
{e&tively unſurpriſing to the Hearer. — As I mention no 
particular Perſons, no particular Perſons can take Of- 
fence : In Juſtice to my own Judgement I muſt ac- 
knowledge, that I unwillingly acquieſce in the Obſerva- 
tion of many Judges, that the tw Theatres never had, 
at any Time, fo indifferent a Set of Actreſſes as at 
preſent; and among the younger Actreiſes I have not 
ſeen one who has ſhewn the leaſt Genius for the Stage, 
which may ever make its Way towards Perfection. I: 
may ſeem a Matter of Wonder to ſome, why they who 
have been excellent in a Theatre, as Crbber, Vilis, 
and £-::h, did not bring up young Actors to ſucceed 
them; and this was indeed objected to their Adminiſtra- 
tion: — “ And this, fays the Apelogi/?, was a Matter 
<< as eaſy as planting ſo many Cabbages.” — True it is, 
indeed, good Actors and good Cabbages are not with 
equal Plenty produced : However, if there is a natural 
Materia in the Actor as there is in the Cabbage, I can 
ſee no Reaſon why he ſhould not ſprout as well as the 
Cabbage: Indeed he will afterwards require ſome Care 
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to bring him to Perfection; ſo does the Cabbage: This 
cannot do without the enlivening Warmth of the Sun, 
and the young AFor requires to be chear'd by ſuch little 
Parts as may gain him ſome little Applauſe ; for * Publck 
Approbation is the warm Weather of a theatrica! Plant. 
- - But it ſcems this would be too much Trouble for our 
theatrical Gardiners; they were not for turning Nurfery 
Men of dramatick Cabbages, but to Lave hoc ght them 
at Market; for, fays the metaphorical Apalopift, ** + Let 
it be our Excuſe then for that miſtaken Charge againſt 
„us, that fince there was no Garden or Market 
*© where accompliſh'd Actors grew, or were to be fold, 
«© we could only pick them up by Chance.” — As for 
myſelf, I was a young Sprout from ſo admirable a Stem, 
that Nature threw out in me ſeveral Perfections, which 
1 may rather call hereditary than acquired ; and whe- 
ther I am conſidered in 2 theatrical, poetical, political, 
or moral Capacity, the Reader will obſerve, through the 
Courſe of this Hiſtory, there is ſome T ruth in my Motto. 
- - Sequiturque Patrem — Though through Modeſty I am 
forc'd to add, non paſſibus Equis, which give me Leave 

to render into a paraphraſtick Couplet. — 


His Father's Steps he follows to be great, 
Bat not with equal Pace or equal Fate. 


Some future Hiſtorian' may thus write of us: The 
Father indeed had more of the Sal Atticum in his Genius, 
but then the Son excell'd him in an open hardy Confi- 
dence of Behaviour: CoLLtty's Conduct in Life was 
more on the Referve than TRE's; but by THE's 
making a Buſtle in the World, he thew'd a ſuperior 
Greatneſs of Soul: CoLLEy had the cool Calmneſs 
of a deſigning Courtier ; THE” the frank raſh Spirit of 
a young Captain; The Father was the greater Hypocrite, 
the Sen was the greater Madman. — COLLEY render'd 
himſelf remarkable by his Fapperict, T az” by his Ex- 
travagancies: Yet their private Virtues, publick Mo- 
deſty, and Sentiments of Murality were, in fact, in tue 


2 — — — 


* C. Cider”; Apology, p. 157. + Ditto, p. 324. 
one 


$* 
* 
Cl 


[ 144 ] 


one and the other the ſame, though their publick Con- 
duct was extremely different. — CoLLty had rather be 
immoral than be eſteem'd ſo; THe” thought it more 
Glory, the more he acquir'd the Character of being ſo. 
— The Reputation of the one was only founded on 
Private Rumour, but that of the other is on publick 
Record. In ſhort, the Father had few Equals, the Son 
not ene. 

Having brought the Hiſtory of the Stage down from 
the Time my Father left it to the preſent Vacation, 
1740, I can only add, after my Exploits, Hopes, and 
Ambition, I muſt return to Mr. Rich, as an hired 
Actor, and wait in dudgeon ſome more favourable Op- 
portunity to make my Attempts on the theatric Domi- 
nions more ſucceſsful: However thoſe Attempts oc 
ſion'd this Apology, which will tranſmit my Name and 
Character to late Poſterity ; and I may conclude as 
Ovid does : 


Famgue opus exegi quod nec Jovis Ira nec Ignes = 
Terram nec poterit nec Edax abelere Vetuſtas, &c. 


And naw [ve done a Work which neither Tove, 
Ner all his Wrath, nor Thunderbolts abeve, 
Nor ruthful Steel, nor all-devauring Time, 


Shall e er deftroy this Hiſtorv ſublime. 
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